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CCC 
| . 1 3 „„ 
F t 411000 * ; od its 
| aca . gh 6 . 17571 55 | 5 : „„ ME, 
hs or THE 4 
ET us ſuppoſe the debt of the nation -= 
tuo hundred and forty millions, The in- 
ttereſt upon this debt -en millions, The rent=- 
roll of real eſtates- My millions. 
My enquiries, relative to theſe points, en- 
courage me to ſay that, every thing conſidered, 
dciur ſituation is not altogether ſo bad as is here 
repreſented, However, as a greater degree of 
A ; 


accuracy. is not —— to my Lale pur- 


poſe, let us take it for granted that the rents, 


debt, and tereſt, are ſuch as I have ſtated them 
tobe. | 1 | Tet 8 
From theſe premiſes, it appears, that the 
income of the individuals of this country is 
fixty millions a year: and it further appears, 
that if the debt of the nation was transferred 
to individuals, every proprietor of real eſtates 
and ſtock would be encumbered TOO" to the : 
amount of Four years income. | 


A er of 1 es per annum would be 
burdened with four hundred pounds , another 
of Fool. per annum with two thouſand pounds, 

and ſo on in proportion; which, at four per 
cent. would reduce the firſt to 841. and the 
latter to 400 Fer annuum. 


This is no ck e facrifice, if it was 
even in addition to the preſent burdens. But 
when it is conſidered that this payment is in lieu 
of all taxes whatever, I much queſtion whether 
there is a man in the kingdom, who will not 
think himſelf a — 805 the W IC. 


þ 8 ** r - * 
8 oh x Ee OP * 


(e 7 NF 


al Ts the propoſition, the comforts thay 
attend . - 


For my 820 da were it in Th option 
I would not heſitate a moment in the choice 
TI would make; and my. Proportion would be no 
| inconfiderable fun. VV 


The national debt is here ſtated at two 

hundred and forty millions, and it is propoſed 
that intereſt ſhall be made payable thereon, at 
the rate of four per cent. which will raiſe nine 
millions, fix hundred thouſand pounds. But 
as no intereſt muſt be calculated upon that 
part of the debt which falls to the ſhare of the 
ſtockholders, we muſt make a deduction of 
1,600,000. * being the intereſt of 40, ooo, oool. 
or four years income of 10, ooo, oool. per an- 
num, at four per cent. The whole ſum to be 
levied will therefore be 8, ooo, oool. which is 
the proportion of thoſe who are the proprietors 
of real eſtates, being the intereſt of 200, ooo, oool. 

or four years income of eee per an- 
num, at four per cent. 3 | 


No objection ſurely can be made to \ this « ar- 
rangement, which takes up the room of all other 


The ſhare of the intereſt of that portion of the debt which 
falls to the lot of that claſs of people, 


A 4 


— 


land only. 


/ 4 
\ 


bulk of real eſtates has been undervalued ; 


which is moſt likely to be the caſe; +. the ” 
bur den will be ſtill lighter than that which is 
here propoſed to be 1 85 We the back of 


He 5 | 


N enn a has, Ina 8 
in a former paragraph, reſpecti ting the pay- 
ment of eight millions only, this regulation 
will effect a. reduction of taxes and duties to 


the full amount of nine millions i e. 


From what has: ane ape ebe too 0b reaſon · to 
believe that the public debt is ſomewhat undervalued at awe” 
hundred and forty millions. There does not, however, remain 
a doubt but the preportion of ſix to one between the intereſt 
25 the debt and the income will ſtill hold good. e 


Lord Newhaven in hi te publication fappoſs ne icome 
of Great Britain to be one hundred millions per annum. The 


general income may probably be ſuch as his Lordſhip repreſents it 


to be. Bat the income of merchants and men in trade cannot be 
come at in a way to be rated, and is therefore not amenable to 
the preſent purpoſe. Otherwiſe two ſhillings'in the pound, on an 
incoms-of one hundred millions, would cover the whole incum- 
; "Wo of the National Debt. | 


and: OP Wn in this) of 
. them 2 leſs xeamlinincs upon the proprietors 
of real eſtates . WT. Pay at ORE 1 


* Befides, if it ſhould Bereit appear char 85 
the debt has been over- rated; * or that the 


$ 


OO, F-- 
4. 


Ha nd poune s. The total outgoings do not 
exceed twelve 1 e and a half; and as the 
cuſtoms produce three millions, we may ſafely 

ſæy that the whole is s provided for by the | 
- prefent propofition. - OY 


This is th ; light 10 F 1 have ant * | 
cuſtomed to conſider the ſtate of the nation; 
but it is more than probable that I have view- 
/ ed it through a falſe medium; for I find it 
has been lately declared in a public aſſembly, 
by a very able and well-informed member of 
4-4» Rn. honourable houſe, * that as matters now ; 
ſtand, the annual expence will fall very little 
- ſhort of fourteen millions, compounded: of the 


e e 3 
CE | h Le | : | 
1 Lit - e ene | 
Peace Eſtabliſhment o, ons 
7 TONE - | 393-000, | 
1 3793.5 37 * 


C Mr. Thomas Pitt, late Laid Campiford.. | 


hi + This is the neat ſum paid into 10. 1 of government, 1 

but it is not the preciſe ſum taken out of the pcekets of in- 5 
dividuals; for to this you muſt add the expences of collecting: 

Which latter ſum, whatever it is, will be ſaved for the moſt part 

to individuals, | 


as mentioned above, producing three millions, 


there remains ſomething more than one 


million to be provided for by duties the leaſt 


burdenſome to che a | 


3 the ey: on alt! 1s coma it is. 
very productive, and is in no degree oppreſ- 


ſive; it is indeed hardly to be felt by the 


meaneſt individual. This duty brings into the 
treaſury upwards of half a million, and ſtamps 
produce no leſs. + If theſe are approved, the 
ſum is ſufficient, and all other "Ie my be 


| Gone away. 


When war returns, taxes indeed muſt re- 


turn with it. But, as we know where to lay 


* 


* Mr. Pitr, in his CS of 1 the revenue, 5 the e 


at four millions and a half, for which however as an average 


ſam he has no warrant, the fair average of ten years ending | 
the 5th of April, 1785, not much exceeding three millions fix 
hundred thouſand pounds * annum See the e of an 


actual payment, Page 144. 


+ The ſtamps are "a more e fince the late = 


ditional duijes were wa on, 


Let us now ORs up 5 badnad upon this „ 
ground. Even i in this caſe the deficiency not... 
brought to account by the preſent plan is no 
more than 4, 193, 1 35l. of which the cuſtoms, 


N II UP a ann 
* R 7 * 2 Forks nab 2 
T £8383 x " 


our hands upon nine millions ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds a-year,, * we are always pro- 
' vided with a ſum, fully ſufficient, to anſwer 
all the i either of attack or defence. . 


we may, G conſider theſe dormant 
taxes as a reſource, certain and inexhauſtible, 
in all poſſible caſes; and as ſuch, it will ope- 


4 this PE POST wah 16 made known 


to the powers of Europe, and other ſtates, it 


will keep the world in awe; for what nation 


would be hardy enough to give us offence, when 


it is known of a certainty, that we can fight with 


rate to the abſolute annihilation of that mon- 
| ſter of the a ge, a national debt, never more to 
be brought i in Judgment nt us. 


them to the end of time, without incumbering 


ourſelves i in future with a ſhilling of debt. 


It is neceſſary to ſay ſomething here in 


| explanation of what was advanced reſpecting 


the non-payment of intereſt upon the ſtock- 


holders contribution. + The income of that 


OW By means of the — taxes propoſed to be quaſhed in time 
of peace, but again to be revived in time of war. 


| 4 See page 7. 


SOL 7 ( 12 7 : 

body of people is ſtated at ten millions a-year; 
their contribution, therefore, will amount to 
forty millions : the intereſt upon which being 

. paid by themſelves to themſelves, an effect is 
produced ſimilar to that which would take 
place by reducing their capital: or, in other 
words, by expun ging the national W to that Ro 
amount. 


For infancy : Ae. proprietor + Wing ock 
which produces an income of 100. per ann. 
is to contribute four hundred pounds: not, 
however, by actual payment of the money, 
but, which is the ſame thing in effect, by re- 
linquiſhing ſo much of his claim upon the 
public. Therefore, clearly, no calculation 
of intereſt muſt be made upon this ſum, 

which, as a debt, has no Jonger any Eind of 


exiſtence, 


Neither is this deduction ſo very bitter a 

. potion, when it is conſidered that the remain- 
der will be well ſecured, which is far from the _ ä 

caſe at preſent, and at good intereſt; and 1 
may be transferred, the ſame as now by ſale 1 

or otherwiſe, not however at an undeter- 9 
mined price as now, but at par always: for 


his further advantage will attend the regula- 
tion, that it will bring the iniquitous . ** 
ee, to a final DE” = | 
The cali 0 ka it is almoft unneceffary 
to mention, that the proprietors of real eſtates, 
purchaſing ſtock, at any time, to the amount of 
their reſpective contributions, have it in their 
power to releaſe their eſtates: or, they may again 
diſpoſe of the whole of th ſtock purchaſed, 
or a part of it, to provide for younger child- 
ren; or for any other purpole, whenever they 


. pleale. 


' It may 1 faid 1 have prelledd 1 upon 
real eſtates; in whoſe relief, therefore, and 
to make the load fall as equal as poſſible upon 
property in general, it is propoſed, agreeable 
to the ſpirit of this deſign, that all debts, whe- 


188 ther by mortgage, bond, or otherwiſe ſecu- 


red, (trade ſmens bills excepted, not carrying 
hore} ſhall contribute in like proportion. 


For inſtance: It is nated that every 
perſon in poſſeſſion of real eſtates to the 
amount of 100l. per ann. ſhall contribute four 
hundred pounds: or, in othe- words, that his 
property ſhall be made ſubject to the pay- 
ment of intereſt upon that ſum, at the rate 
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of Wr per cent. But EF the proprietor of 
ſuch eſtates is encumbered. by mortgage, or 


tion to his clear income; and the refidue_ 


| creditors, | 


which he pays intereſt at the rate of five per 


tion of yearly payment which by this plan will | : 
be due from others who hold ſecurities under 


will be 4I. per annnm, the ſtated intereſt of 


one hundred pounds, which latter ſum is four 
years eons; of 500l. at five per cent. 


| in lieu of all taxes whatever, whereas it no | 


: 


otherwiſe, he ſhall only contribute in propor- 


ſhall be made up. in ME W vet _ 


; F or e Suppoſe a perſon in poſſeſ- 
ſion of real eſtates' to the amount of 100l. 
per ann. to be indebted to one or more 

creditors in the capital ſum of Fool. for 


cent. In this caſe, as the eſtate is made 
liable to the full payment of 4ool. and 
intereſt thereon as above, it is further propoſed 
to give the Proprietor of the eſtate for his 
ſecurity a power to detain that full propor- 


him; and in this caſe* the ſam to be detained 


_ - 


J have faid that the propoſed payment is 


The caſe ſuppoſed. 


RRR 
. 
* * 8 


* 


appears that the duties on falt and e 


are e to d be med * 


W 


It! is rü 1 4 propoſed to to continue hol 


duties; but their preſſure is very light: and 
even that weight, ſmall as it is, may pro- 
bably be temoved, in part, by ſavings in the 
reform of the peace eſtabliſhment; and, in 


part, by the increaſe of the cuſtoms; for no 
doubt they will increaſe, by virtue of this 


— 


reform, and gradually come in aid of the 


deficient remainder.” 


1 the dls is not already aware of the 
circumſtance, it is proper to inform him, 
that what the author has in view is to diſ- 


tribute the weight of our burthens upon the 
individuals of this country, in exact propor- 


tion to their ſtrength and ability to bear them. 


Therefore, when war returns, and with it 


the taxes, the land- tax, according to the pre- 


ſent amount of it, is to be levied by an equai 
rate, affecting not only the land- holder, as 


now, but, in due proportion to their clear 


|  ® See this objection obviated in a note, page 10, or at leaſt 
in part obviated by what may be called the fair 8 of the 


Te 1 . » 


| veccipts; all other ag who are -critiled to 
payments ſecured upon land, or upon the 
proprietors of land. In conſequence of this 
more enlarged and equal diſtribution, the 
landed integeſt, notwithſtanding the vaſt ac- 
cumulation of public debt, will not even in 
time of war be ſo much loaded as was the 
. Original expreſs intention of the le -giſlature- to 
load the land excluſively, i in caſes of that kind. 
That is to ſay---the aggregate ſum to be paid in 
lieu of land and all other taxęs will not amount, 
flagrante _ to four in in the pound. | 


: There is one very material point of conſi- | 
deration, which has hitherto eſcaped my no- 
tice; — the diſtreſs which muſt inevitably fall 
upon thoſe who have no other means of ſup- 
rt for themſelves and families, but- what 
they derive from the emolument of office. 
And as I fear there are ſome who have been ; 
quick-fighted enough to anticipate this ruin in 
their minds, from ſuch I ſeek forgiveneſs, for 
having wounded their feelings, though but for 
a moment, by leaving room for the ſuſpicion | 
of ſuch injuſtice. Without "RE a retreat 
for hel, © Obes _ 4 
| Myſelf m. ſhould be he firſt 7 3 
E e and PRE my Plan accurt 


61 ) 

Let all ſuch be conſidered as annuitants, and 
continued in the full receipt of their ſalaries 
for life; or, if that is thought too much, let 
them be put upon half- pay. Were it left to 
my determination, the former ſhould have the 
preference. For when prudence draws one 
way, and pity the other, I confeſs myſelf un- 
equal to the conflict. I think I could. face 
death, and any danger, with the firmneſs of 
à man; but in caſes like theſe, I am woman 
all over, and nothing but weakneſs. 

There is one argument in favor of the more 

humane ſide of the queſtion, which ſhould be 
attended to---That even by leaving them in 
the full poſſeſſion of their falaries, you do, in 

effect, reduce them to half-pay; the fees of 
office being, in moſt caſes, equal to the fixt 
falary; and, in many "_ I believe, conſide- 
rably more. 


And here I might enter upon a large field 
of benefits, which will reſult to the popula- 
1 tion, trade, commerce, and manufacturers of 
5 this country, by the abolition of taxes; but 
they are not numerable within the compaſs of 
ttßis paper: neither, indeed, can it be neceſſary 

F 5 B 
E: / 


Cy 


XL 


ll. tu) 
to enter upon a detail of dis Ar 50. a 


Fu gh un 8404 


Fo * circ bn 3 e L cannot 5805 
bear to mention, which. is,. that the Exciſe. 
that object .of juſt terror to Engliſhmen, will 
no more, like 4 ſpectre; appear before us; but 


the gates of that office, like the temple, of 
: anus, will be ſhut, never more to be unlock - 


ed but to furniſh: means, in time of. Wart 
for the ſecurity of the ſtate, i as 00 


5 * Then, again, ſhall every. Engliſhman” $ 
houſe. be his caſtle; which, however. great, 
however mean, though it were pervious to eyery 
wind, and acceſſible to all the elements of na- 
ture, the King cannot, the King dare not enter. 
There is yet another circumſtance, which, as 
it ſtrikes me forcibly, I beg leave to name, 


That the abolition of taxes, will put an ef. 


fectual op to emigrations + from this country, 


* See Mr. Pitt's ſpeech clans Lord Chatham) in the debate 
leſpecting the illegality of general warrants. 


+ More than forty thouſand perſons are ſuppoſed to havg 


Api igrated from this country during the laſt peace. 


bpb fact, ** h 


Cw» 


which in | the preſent poſture. * our affairs, is 


a certain impending evil, threatening no leſs 


than the loſs of our liberty, and the ſubjuga+ 
tion of theſe kingdoms to a foreign yoke, 
Nay more, that it will in all human probabi- 
lity occaſion ſuch an influx of people of all de- 
nominations from other ſtates, and of courſs 
ſuch an increaſe of wealth and ftrength, as 
will enable us {till to hold up our heads among 
the mighty ones of the earth: and by reſtoring 
us to the loſt dominion of the ſeas, make us 


riſe, like @ giant refreſhed with wine, ſuperior 
toour iftrefſes, and greater by our fall. 
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OBJECTIONS. ANSWERED. 


| IN oppoſition to the doctrine laid ls; in- 
the preceding ſheets, it has been aſſerted that 


nine million ſix hundred thouſand pounds a 


year, is not ſufficient to defray the expence 
df a war; as is evident from the ſupplies of 


the two laſt wars, which very conlieraply 


exceeded that ſum, 9 


Surely this is no N argument! It ſup» 
poſes us to continue in the ſame track, which 


has led us to the brink on which we ſtand; 


and if ſuch is the determination, actum eft de 


republic, there is no power in man to ſave us 


from deſt ruction. : 


But with ſo much experience over our heads, 
it is to be hoped, that we haye not only ſeen, 


but repented the folly and infatuation of our 


late proceedings; and are ſo tremblingly alive 


to the ſenſe of what is paſt, as to dread a re- 
petition of thein more than death, = 


Therefore ſetting aſide this argument, as 


| embracing a propoſition too palpably abſurd to 


11 
and in nec of hs een the * 
ſeems to be warranted in the expreſſion, © That 
the ſum propoſed is fully ſufficient to anſwer 


« all our future purpoſes, either of attack or de- 
« fence,” acid ene ods: 3 Tem £0 10 


n is urged in reply, that this mode of rea- 


ſoning is more plauſible than convincing, being 
the offspring of hope rather than certainty; it 


may be ſtrengthened by this further declaration, 


That in contemplating our own altered ſituation, 
and the new intereſts which have ariſen in the 
World, * it ſeems to ſtrike the mind as a moral 


impoſſibility, that this country can ever again be 
engaged in ſo general and expenſive a war. 


But even admitting the poſſibility, would it 
be right to forego the benefit of an inſtitution, 
in all other reſpects efficient, becauſe it is juſt 


barely poſſible that a contingency may be en- 


gendered in the womb of time, for which this 
propoſal has made no ſuitable proviſion? As 
well might a man, having ſcarce any other 
means of precarious ſupport, refuſe to accept 
the inheritance of an eſtate to which honors, 
and great advantage were annexed, merely 


* From the independenc of America, I 
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becauſe it was gelte in an iſland, and might 
me t time or roer be overwhelmed i in the fea.” 2 


8% - o +A 221 


o Beet, if uch an event mould take pllce 


es it follow that we muſt neceſſarily « carry 


on the war at the ſame boundleſs expence ? 


Can no material ſavings be made? Then in- 
deed have the two laſt wars been conducted 


with the niceſt attention to frugality; which 


if any will aſſert, it can be only ſuch as thoſe, 


who ſhutting their eyes againſt the light, of 
the ſun, would maintain, ſpite of their own. ' 
better knowledge, that the earth is enveloped 


Beth, © 
& 4 ww, 
a % * » 33 4 


A 


As the Point in © pute may receive ſome 
2855 illuſtration from a comparative view 
of the expence of former wars, let us examine 


the amount of the higheſt expenditure in any 


one me in wad following rc reigns r. 


45. 4. 

1093 — 105689 
mb 269 514 1709 - — 11890893 
George JI. 1722. — . 
Scergt 1. 1760 — 19069 
Seorge III. 1 : IR” 
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By comparing theſe ſeveral: Gitas with that 
which, has been herein provided, the partieu- 
lars Warden eee as Gave: nei 
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"The «a Pendel aper, 4 upon «the B 
of it, to be more than Bon NWI was Ex 
pended in any one year in tlie reign of 


William III. or George I. not quite double the 
Higheſt expenditure of Queen Ann's reign ; 


almoſt three millions above the moſt 2 
ſive year of Mr. Pitt's all⸗glorfous wars y 

ſtrange to tell, it falls ſhort bf the” fum Bea 
ſumed in the unfortunate 1 1985 nearly flve 


millions of money. ---All theſe appearatices, 


however, are deluſtve. We muft take into 

the account the difference of tlie article of the 

intereſt at this time and the periods alluded to, 

before we can draw) a fair compariſon, Un- 

der the preſent regulation the intereſt is fixe 
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nt eight in in Aae it was not more 
than . 4409797]. the difference is 35917971. 


which being added to the expence of that year 
produces 226518361. the ſum which would 


have been ai cœæteris nn in the ao | 
we have named. „ ie 


But aha outgoings of the year 1782, we 
muſt, in conſidering them, proceed in a dif- 
ferent way; the intereſt of that year being 


1 than eight millions, the exceſs muſt be 


deducted; and if we take the intereſt at 


93937371. as ſtated in the ninth page of this 


work, the e fun will be reduced * 


to 252434421. S170 


What Aries 8 0 hou * in \ theſe 
or any other years of extraordinary expence, 
the author does not pretend to determine. It 
is a queſtion of very difficult ſolution, and as 
ſuch he begs leave to ſubmit it to the adept 


* 


in thoſe reſearches; reſerving however in the 


mean time to all others, dhe —_ of form» 
ing their own tl | ? 


But aiming that it is not abet. to make 


Cs 


(a5 1) 

bility of our being engaged again in wars as er- 
penſive as the laſt, which, of all bad lights, is 

the worſt I think in which we can place it, eren 
in this point of view, taking one year with ano- 
ther; the proviſion which is made is a match for 
the diſburſements. The truth of this aſſertion 
will appear by the annexed columns of expence, 
which contain the total revenue as paid i into the 
1 in the onthe. years: eee 


.* 
* m_— * 3 5 2 
** " 4 ©» 133 4 5 — " 
. ; : 3 % * 
" L 
»* * 
y 
* yo 


1777 33627763 
eee 
1779 —— 18816109 

1780 - — . 24136200 


efron 1765 e 25009712 


Grand Total 12875 $4372 


8 which parled: of ar years, the annual 3 
as propoſed by the author, vis. 218000001. * 
making an accumulation of 130800000]. leaves 
a . in our favour of 26456281. 


From the N of theſe facts, it is cleer, 
that the ſum in queſtion would have been ſufy 


See page 23, 


4. (Aw). 
kejent in all caſes that have hitherto. occurted, 
For even. in the laſt war, which in the article 
of expence, and indeed in many other reſpects, 
was a Maſter- piece of its kind; even in that 
memorable inſtance, had the preſent plan been 
adopted before we ſtarted, we might have 
terminated our mad career, with this ſatiſ- 
faction at leaſt, that we had not incurred, by 
2 experiment, a Td ſhilling of debt. 


Another objection has been toade==-That 
in caſe of war, money will be wanted imme- 
diately, whereas a ſupply by taxes;cannot be 
brought forward in leſs time than a year. 


To obviate this difficulty it will be neceſſary 
to make a depoſit in the treaſury of a ſum ſuf- _ 
ficient. to defray the expence of the firſt year 
of the war. This may be done by continu- . 
ing the taxes one year after the commence- :- 
ment of this regulation, the produce of which ; 
being depoſited as above, removes the objec- 
tion, by eſtabliſhing a fund which may be 
fingered upon the ſhorteſt notice. And having 
thus ed means for the ſervices of the 
firſt year of the war, the taxes of that firſt 
year will furniſh a ſupply. for the ſecond; the 
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axes « of the ſecond for the third, and fo an in 


regular fucceſſor . till we cloſe the ſcene; and 


With the taxes of the. laſt : FEAr of 55 war, re 


150 
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From Ng has been {Ty it is 1 = 


— ſoon as war is at an end, there i is an end of a 
taxes alſo. We my therefore dempare: the 


renn. 


Fund, which affect 1 us no o longer than v we. re- 
main under the influence of fleep: Or we AY 

liken them to the preſſi ure of an 
* perplexing ſor the time, and grievous to 
be borne, but which leaving us with ſtrength 
15 | and vigour unimpaired, only wakens us to the 
enjoyment of new delight. | 


T baſs obſtructions removed, there Mas 
1 yet another in our way, which is ſaid to be 
8 inſurmountable, vis. That by diſbanding the 
7 body of people employed in the department 
6 of taxes, you will not be able to muſter them 
= again of a ſudden, ſo as to anſwer the imme- 
diate exigencies of the ſtate. For however 
lightly it may be thou ght of by perſons unac- 


quainted with the nature of the buſineſs, the 


* 


department of taxes is 4 great an wonder fi 
FP nac hine, the knowledge, and right manage- | 
ment of which, acquired by long and painful 
application, and only made familiar by prac- 
tice, would ſoon he loſt through diſuſe, irreco- 
Yerable within the os 25 of t time we could 


This argument, if it proves any ding 
proves too much; as by parity of reaſoning, 
we ought to continue our army upon the war 
eſtabliſhment, and our navy alſo: for not- 
withſtanding what has been faid, it is ſurely 
as difficult a taſk to manufacture a good ſeaman 
or ſoldier, as it is to conſtruct an accoun- 
tant, a tax-gatherer, or even an officer of 
exciſe. 


As to the ½% dixit declaration which the 
objector has added, by way of eſtabliſhing his 
fact, candour itſelf muſt allow, it has more the 
appearance of trick than fair-dealing: for 
when any man attempts to make a myſtery 
of thoſe things which plain common ſenſe can 
make itſelf maſter of without the aid of a mi- 
racle, moſt aſſuredly he means to deceive you. 

If this conſtruction gives offence to any per- 


; 1%) 


ſon, let him firſt explain what thete is of. ſuch 
' peculiar intricacy in the buſineſs of the taxes, 
to entitle it to ſo pompous a diſtinction. Might 
we not ſay, with infinitely more apparent pro- 
priety, that a line of battle ſhip is a great. and 
wonderful machine, that an army is the ſame? 
yet we have never been at a loſs to give mo- 
tion and effect to either of theſe when occaſion 
required it. e Bt 


It may be ſaid, however, that the compa- 
riſon does not hold, inaſmuch as the navy and 
army are only reduced, not wholly diſbanded 
and paid off; whereby even in time of peace 
numbers being trained to the uſe of arms, and 
a ſeafarin g life, we are enabled, with "the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the half- pay liſt, and the two great 
ſeminaries for the profeſſion of arms, the mi- 
litia on one hand, and the merchant ſhips on 
the other, to go forth with ſuch. Power a. ar- 
maments on the firſt bluſh of a war. 


Neither is it intended that the body of men 
employed in the department of taxes ſhould be 
wholly turned adrift : ſome certain portion 
of them muſt neceſſarily be continued to col- 
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lect and re gulate the remaining payments Which 
are here pointed out. And when the exigencies 
of ſtate require the ſervice of a greater number, 
the half-pay liſt in this caſe, as well as in the 
other inſtances adduced, together with the le- 
gion of quilmen which may be collected from 


the counting houſes and deſks of our traders | 


and merchants, will enable us without any 
manner of doubt, in one little month, to give 
motion and regularity to this ue and won- 
derful machine. * 


. beende now gene through the whole of the 


| objetions, and opened a free paſſage for the 


exerciſe of ,the judgment ; let the unbiaſſed 
reader determine, whether the ſcheme is reall y 


ſuch as it has been repreſented to be, viſionary | 


and unavailing, or whether it is not rather 
practicable in all its Parts, and * to the 
end propoſed, \ 


But if it is judged expedient to ſubſtitute a pound rate in liew 
of taxes propoſed here to be revived in time of war, we are 6 
at once of theſe objections. See page 131, 
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8550 QUERIES | ANSWERED, | 


"DO RETION * Where me, withit 


commodity is labor, do not emigrate to get 
employment, and not to avoid taxes? How 


then would the propoſed aten of taxes Ty 


a ſtop to ribs) F 


ANSWERS: Retauſs well mer . are 
named, would no lon ger have occaſion to emi- 


grate to get employment, 


QU E S T. II. If there are more men in 
Aa ſtate that can be made uſeful, whether 
the ſurplus had not better emigrate than ſtay 
at Hou; ang live: at random ? 


AN 8” iter ſuch circumſtances it is 


certainly expedient to emigrate. But it is the 


blame of taxes if there are more people in this 


| country than can be made uſeful. That obſtruc- 
tion removed, the tone would ſoon be changed, 


the cry would be, Cet every hand at WIrkg==n 
make ready merchandiſe for all the various markets 
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of the world. The preſent ſurplus had, ws. 


| fore, much better be kept at home to live and 
enrich themſelves, and the realm, in the man- 


ner propoſed, than emigrate to our nie loſs, 


and gain of other ſtates. 


Q. E . UI. Whether a pellen to par- 


liament for the adoption of this plan, would 


not pave the wy to an equal land-tax ? 


ANS. The way is paved already ; ; and we 


now ly at the mercy of any miniſter who has 


obſtinate valour enough to riſk himſelf and his 
ſituation upon the ſucceſs of the meaſure. The 
plan propoſed is the only one that has yet been 
deviſed, which will effectually defeat a project 


that has more than once been the en of 


debate i in cabinet councils. 


QU EST. IV. Whether emergencies would 
not ſpeedily ariſe to demand the revival of 
all our preſent taxes, one after another, even 
in time of peace ? And whether it is not 
highly probable, in the ſucceſs of this plan, 
that many of us may live to ſee that fatal day 
return? 


CS» 


VANS: Ia the ſucceſs of this plan, it is not 


4 all likely that any of us ſhould hve to ſee 


the revival of taxes in time of peace; ſo little 
ſo, that there is no probability of ſuch revival 
in any period of time, becauſe it provides 
amply for all contingencies which human 
.wiſdom can foreſee. But failing ſucceſs to 
this deſign it is highly d nay certain, 


that in the event of another war, which is 
not diſtant, Miſchief muſt and will enſue, 


* ſych as the ſun's all-piereing eye hath not 


6 oe looked | bo ad in tha —_— 2 * 


a EST. . Whether it would be ſafe 


to change the preſent ſyſtem of taxation, under 
which, the trade, manufactures; and agricul- 
ture of the kingdom have ariſen to ſuch amaz=- 
ing perfection? And whether taxation, conſi- 
dered as a ſtimulus to provoke our induſtry, is 
not abſolutely neceflary to the well-being of 


the ſtate? 


ANS. If there is any credit to be given 
to the old obſervation, out of debt, out of 
danger, then it is ſafer to adopt the plan 
recommended by the author, than that which 
is now in uſe, As to the circumſtance of 


Vide page 106. 
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our trade, manufactures, and agriculture; they 
have moiſt undoubtedly flouriſhed under the 
preſent ſyſtem of taxation. They have. flou- 
riſhed in like manner under the preſent 
y ſtem of corruption, under the venality of 
the repreſentative and conftituent bodies, 


under the undue influence of the crown, 
and under every other miſchief 'which has 


crept into the ſtate. But have they flou- 
riſhed by virtue of theſe abuſes? Will you 
give that merit to taxes, which is due only 


to labor? I have heard that induſtry: had 
encreaſed our ability to bear the encreaſing 


burdens of the ſtate, but that taxes were a 


neceſſary ſpur to induſtry, or that the latter had 
ſprung out of the former, is a doctrine as new 
to me as it is perfectly ſtrange. * Enquire of the 


huſbandman, to what circumſtance he i is in- 
debted for a plentiful harveſt. Will he not 
ſay, To the fweat of my brow, and the favor of 


elements? How would he ſtare if he were told 
that he is obliged for the-plenty which fills his 


garners to the invigorating principle of taxes- 


+ But if it were granted that taxes were really neceſſary to pro- 
voke our induftry, 1t does not follow from thence, that the encreaſe 


\ * * * * 
an! co tinvation of them is alſo neceflary. Experience ſpeaks a 


different language; it plainly tell us, however oppoſite the effect 
may have been in the outſet, that taxes do now mat to the 


extinction of induſt 17. 
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to chat which raiſes the price of labor-to that 
which cramps him in his ability to cultivate 
and improve his land. If you ſhould tell him 
this, in what manner would he deign to no- 
tice the abſurdity? oy TOM his head and 
wn _ ? | 


QU E ST. VI, Whether there are not ma- 
ny thouſands in this kingdom, who are neither 
proprietors of land, nor holders of ſtock, nor 


lenders of money, who, nevertheleſs, are living 


well, conſuming much, and paying chearfully ? * 
How then in the name of common ſenſe, would 
the proprietors of land be gainers by the bar- 
gain, by taking the proportion of taxes of this 
claſs of men upon themſelves, in addition to 
their own? Would they be benefited by pay= 
ing a much larger proportionable ſum under 
the appellation of a rent-charge, than now 
is paid under the name of a tax? Can this 
be looked upon as a conſideration, to tempt, 
requite, and juſtify - our acquieſcence in this 
mighty innovation? Will any man of pru- 
dence patroniſe a ſcheme which is evidently 
calculated to lighten his pocket? Can any rea- 
ſonable perſon expect it, when ſo far from 
being gainers, as he has aſſerted, all men of 


* The fact is, chat ſuch as are deſcribed do really pay no taxes, 


See this explained page 179. 
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property will be loſers by the” bargain? - In Z 


fine, what milder inference can be drawn 
from theſe premiſes, and from his readineſs to 


part with his money, than to ſay, that the au- 
thor is one of thoſe, of whom no very ho- 


nourable mention is made in a certain proverb, 


too appoſite to be miſunderſtood or e e 
in the caſe before us? | 


ANS. That there are many thouſands in 
this kingdom, who come apparently within the 
deſcription above-named, is not to be controvert- 
ed. And there are ſome few likewile, i in whoſe 
degenerate minds, to the diſgrace of human na- 
ture, no other idea of gain can find admittance, 
but that of lucre only. To ſuch as theſe, who 
are incapable of feeling the force of an argu- 


ment, which is not drawn from poſitive but 
85 comparative advantage, the propoſal in queſ- 


tion will give no ſatisfaction. Wrapped up in 
the ſin gle conſideration of ſelf, theſe purblind 
mortals exclaim, © It will lighten the pocket, 

not conſidering in how much greater propor- 


tion it will 75 the heart alſo. Happy only 


in the proſpect of evading payment which 
they could not do under this propoſal, they 


circulate a report, and would have it believed 
that the author has been deceiving us with 


falſe pretences, for that ſo far from being 
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Painers as he has aſſerted, all men of property 
will be loſers by the bargain. * But how can 
any perſon have the face to practice fo groſsly 


upon the credulity of others, as to draw con- 
cluſions from half ſentences, in order to father 


upon me ſo ſtrange an aſſertion? How can any 
man be weak enough to imagine that he will 
be able to avail himſelf of ſo poor an expe- 
dient to eſtabliſh a fact diametrically oppoſite 
to that doctrine, which I have labor'd to in- | 
culcate, which I have taken ſo much pains 


to reconcile to the prejudices of my country-. 


men? Toexpiate our manifold political fins 
by ſome” pecuniary peace- offering is that atone- 
ment which I have preſumed to be not only 


neceſſary, but unavoidable. Is it fair then, 


becauſe it was ſaid, T much queſtion whe- 


ther there is a man in the kingdom who will 


< not think himſelf a gainer by the bargain:” 
Is it fair, candid or becoming, to reaſon from 
thence, as if no more had been ſaid, ſuppreſs- 
ing that which immediately follows, to clear 
the ſenſe and mark my meaning ;---* taking 
along with the propoſition, the comforts that 
attend it.” As to the proverb, by which is 


That all men of property will be loſers is moſt certain, but 
not with reſpect to this bargain, which is all the author meant to 
expreſs. Except indeed, that in his opinion, the 2ttendant com- 
forts would more than compenſate the actual loſs. 
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* meant, that my wit may Oy gaged 5 1 
my willingneſs to part with my meney, I have 
only to obſerve, that whatever may be ſaid or 
thought of me in that reſpect by others, be- 
lieve me, gentle reader, I am no more diſpo- 
ſed than yourſelf to give away my property 
upon flender grounds, or for uſcleſs purpoſes. 
The cruel neceſſity by which we are required 
to offer up at the ſhrine of our country. the 
deſtined ſacrifice, is lamented by me as much 
as by any man. The difference lies in this, 
that I am willing to make a virtue of neceſlity, 
and if that is a mark of folly ſet me down I 
pray you as foremoſt on the liſt. I wiſh with 


all my heart a better bargain could have been. 


made; but blame not me becauſe it is ſuch as 
it is, provided it is the beſt that the circum- 


ſtances of the caſe will allow. 


It is admitted on all N that ſomething 
muſt be done which may prove effectual to 
turn aſide the dreadful train of calamities ex- 
pectant upon a ſtate of public bankruptcy in 
a popular government, That ęffectual ſome- 
thing has now been for the fifth time in this 
manner ſubmitted to the conſideration of my 
countrymen ; of which the diſtinguiſhing fea- 


T-39 ) 

tures are thek, anita it is equal to what is 
required, viz, the great work of our political 
redemption ; and that the load which it lays - 
is diſtributed in ſuch fair proportion to the rela- 
tive ſtrength of the parties, that all alike 
have neighbours fare. Admitting then that 

our preſent ſituation is an evil, -admitting 
that the mode of relief which is here deviſed, 
is likewiſe an evil, we are ſo far agreed, and 
all that remains is to exerciſe our judgment, 
as wiſdom ſhall direct, in the choice of alter- 
natives. For this purpoſe let us look back 
to all we have ſuffered already, and then we 
ſhall fee that in little more than half a century, 
we have ſquandered away the fixth part of 
our property; and had not our own induſtry 
kept pace with the profufion of miniſters, one 
half had been gone. Let us look forward to 
what we muſt yet undergo, if madly we purſue 
the beaten path to ruin.---Let us conſider 
what we ſhall eſcape by deviating therefrom 
in the manner propoſed, and then determine 
which of the two is to be preferred, that 
fituation which never can be better, and mutt 
eventually be worſe;* or that which never can 
be worſe, and may be as much better as we 

. See page 129. : | 
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pleafe. _ Conſult 8 Richard, * and bs will 
tell you, that a drug which operates powerfully 
in deſperate caſes, muſt not be rejected, becauſe 
it is unpalatable; and more particularly, when 
it comes recommended like the preſent medicine 
by theſe peculiar good properties--that i it may be 
adminiſtered with fatety---that it is certain in 
its operation ,-==that it will not only remove, but 
extirpate the diſeaſe; not by dint of repeated 
doſes, and a long tedious courſe of pharmacy, 
but like the operation of a charm, like the 
touch of divinity, will reſtore us in an inſtant 
from long loſt health, to ftrength and vigor 
little ſhort of immortality. - And are not theſe 
very ſufficient conſiderations to tempt us to ac- 
quieſce in fo mighty an innovation? And i in 
this light viewed, is not the author juſtified in 
the uſe of that expreſſion, “ We ſhould be 
" „ gainers by the bargain, were it even in addi- 
cc tion to our preſent burdens,” T - 
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TT is my cuſtom to enter minutes of all ob- 
43 which have been made, within my hear- 
, to this propoſal, either! in promiſcuous com- 
paar; in private converſation, or which have 
The. late Sir Richard Jebb, Barf. M. D. deſervedly el b 


teemed of kigh repute in his 3 
7 See Page — 
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Ai come to my knowledge, by the re- 
port of friends. In reviſing of which, previ- . 
ous to the final adjuſtment of the preſs, an h 
jection has been diſcovered, well deſerving Re 
note, - 1 baer Lou by in n 


i fiat as that t taxes on enkel are the 
* faireſt, the moſt equal, the leaſt burdenſome, 
4 ag well as the moſt favourable to liberty, and 

the diſpoſition of Engliſhmen, of any that can 

1 be deviſed, becauſe the contribution is volun- 
* tary. The confumer weighs with himſelf his 
* ability to bear the tax before he purchaſes ; 
6 he feels himſelf under no particular reſtraint, 
« 25 he has it in his choice to with-hold his 


© mite, or contribute in any proportion he 
4 2 * thinks 9905 to the wants of the ſtate. 
4 88 How with y different Gow this 2 18 the 
4 « ſyſtem of taxation which the author propoſes | 
" _ © to ſubſtitute in its place. By his ſyſtem, the 
B * individual muſt pay, not becauſe he conſumes, 
| but becauſe he poſſeſſes. He is no longer left 


to judge of his own ability to bear the tax. 
* The contribution is no longer voluntary. The 
* option which was in him is done away, 
* and he muſt at any rate contribute, however 
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ee much he may difapprove the mote; however 
2 e the en may embaras his affairs.“ | 


—_.. Ao which 1 anlwer- If this at any poribe = 
was an objection of weight, it is now no 
longer ſo. The time is come when it will not 

only militate againſt the ſyſtem in queſtion, but 
with ten- fold additional force againſt that alſo 


11 7 
4 which is now beginning to be put in practice. 
1 The late regulation, * introduced to the houſe + 
18 under the patronage of the miniſter, lays the 
mW ax to the root of voluntary payments; and 
mach] fear the ſtroke will be followed up, 
| 5 till the foreſt of liberty, of which this is a 
3 principal tree, is levelled to the ground. Al- 


ready too much deſpoiled of our rights, no- 
thing is wanting to compleat our thraldom, 
but compulſive payments under the preſent 
ſyſtem of taxation, where miniſters have the 
fingering of the public money. I feel it, there · 
fore, as a duty which I owe to my country, 
to expreſs my diſtruſt of a man who could 
ſanction a meaſure of ſo much miſchief. . 
It is ſuch a ſample of favour ſhewn to the 
cauſe of deſpotiſm, a blow fo plainly levelled 
at oy” that in my mind it would be adding 


hy » The Commutation Tax, 


ö Eq 43 Fr 8 1 
incale to injury for any one hereafter to call bin = 
the friend of his e, e 


The 0 juncture; too. o fatally fivourable 5 
ts bad deſi gns, is aided and abetted by our own. 
demeanour. So true is the old obſervation, our 
debt i is enſiaving us daily. That exquiſite. and, 
_ agonizing ſenſe of liberty, which alone is equal 
to the labour of preſerving it, and which upon 
all proper occaſions was kindled to a flame in the 
breaſt of our anceſtors, is no where now to be 
found amongſt us. Inured to reſtraint by the 
preſſure of taxes, our feelings are blunted: to 
ſuch an exceſs, we tend without perceiving it to 
abſolute vaſſalage. Neither is there any other 
vray left, in my diſcerning, that is equally ſafe, 
juſt, practicable and efficient, by means of which 
we may extricate ourſelves, relieve the ſtate, 
and fave our liberties, independent of that 
which is here pointed out. The public debt 
transferred to individuals, will loſe the ſting 
that now annoys us. It will operate, and indeed. 
will become to all intents and purpoſes a pri- 
vate incumbrance, from which every man of 
prudence may gradually relieve himſelf, * TO 
lay our account "ur any ſubſtantial good to be. 
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„ derived from Anking funds and peace-meal pays 
muents, is to throw away experience. Beſides,” 
the miſchief which we deprecate and dread, is too 
cloſe at our heels for any reaſonable man to en- 
tertain the ſmalleſt expectation of relief from 
ſuch proceedings. Miniſters indeed, to keep 
up an appearnce of patriotiſm, while they laugh. 
in their ſleeve at our credulity, do ſtill endea- 
vour to amuſe and cajole us with diſtant viſion- 
ary hopes of reſtitution. But in truth, there 
never was, nor is, nor ever will be a miniſter 
of this country, how fair ſoc'er he may comport 
himſelf to outward view, poſſeſſed of a ſincere 
intention to reduce materially, much leſs to anni- 
hilate the national debt, becauſe it involves the 
annihilation of his own eee 


It is not, therefore, that we muſt look up to, 
or place dependance upon miniſters, or on thoſe 
who aſpire: to that painful pre-eminence, but 

wholly on ourſelves. It reſts with us, with the 
good people of England, by our own act and 

| deed, to expiate and make atonement for the 
fins of the nation; and by @ ſacrifice, whoſe Arbe 
and heat ſhall paſs the confines of .the earth, whoſe. 

| Sragrancy ſhall mount to heaven, draw doron * ; 
bleſ ing of the God of mercy on us. — 
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To « expiats our „ manifold political fins by 


ſome pecuniary peace offering, is that 
ſpecies of atonement which in the winding up 
& our affairs has hitherto been deemed an 
_ unavoidable, though highly dreaded conſum- 
mation That is to ſay---however much we 
may have been deterred by the event it involves, 
from debating the ſubject, we have never 
yet been able, when fairly propounded to us, 


to with-hold our aſſent from the following 


propoſition -“ That if any wiſh remains to ſave 
our country, it cannot otherwiſe be accom- 


« pliſhedthan by means of freſh contributions, 


» Mr. Pitt ſeems to have entertained no other idea when he 
formed his plan to reduce the debt. 


— 
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5 in order thereby to create an overplus which” 
- faithfully applied might eines the debt in 
ſome given time. 

Which fame opinion, as I conjecture, has 
grown out of our own inveterate prepoſſeſ- 
ſions in fayour of taxes, conſidered as that 
mode of raiſing ſupplies which is the faireſt 
| and readieſt, the moſt efficacious, and the leaſt 
offenſive tx+ our conſtitution, Not that they 
are ſo in fact, but quite the contrary, as has 

- = already been demonſtrated. * But as that de- 
mmonſtration has not had the deſired effect of 
carrying conviction to the public mind, the fol- 
lowing explanation is offered, to ſupply the 
ſeeming deficiency of proof. ---But in order. to 
| obviate any further miſconception of my mean- 
5 ing it is neceſſary in the firſt place to appriſe 
'my readers, that what has been advanced i 18 not 
to be underſtood by them as offered in contra- 
diction to the general idea of a ſacrifice, but 
merely to the miſtaken conſtruction of that idea 
Had the preceding treatiſe been rightly underſtood, it had : 
long fince gone to the compleat diicomfiture of theſe miſtakes, viz. 
That Taxes are the leaſt offenſive mode of raifing ſupplies : and 
. « that it is not poſſible to re- inſtate the nation in an honourable way, 
% otherwiſe than by Feaping upon the backs of individuals great 


additional burdens. The force of prejudice has given ſtabi- 
Iity to thoſe notions, but in fact they are no other than vwgap 


er,. \ 


"toy 


wht teſpect to 1 preſent WEE "What; 18 ; here 
propoſed is certainly a facrifice when. viewed, 


abſtractedly; ſo far therefore the public are right 
in their conjecture, but in as much as they con- 
ceive it to be a greater ſacrifice, they err exceed- 


ingly; for though the propoſition lays a load, 
it does not lay a heavier load; ſo far from it, 
that with reference to that which we now bear, 
it is more properly an eaſement than any thing 
elſe, it is rather an alleviation of a burden grie- 
vous to be borne, than any burden of itſelf freſh 


and wa ag upon us. 


| Herein then are the public miſtaken, not in 
the quality of the thing, but merely in the 


quantity. Ir will lighten the pocket, lay they, 


whereas in fact it will not lighten, but re- 
e our exhauſted coffers. 


And 'nowto:the'matter in hand. The reader 
will pleaſe to take notice of that which is ſaid 
in the ſeventh page of the propoſal, viz. © No 
© objection ſurely can be made to this arrange- 
** ment, which takes up the room of all other 
national demands, though it lays in lieu of 
" thema leſs incumbrance upon the proprietors 
6 of real eſtates than they pay at preſent for land 

D 


ce only N As alſo of that which is faid it 
another place, page 16. © In conſequence of 
* this more enlarged and equal diſtribution, the 
« Janded intereſt, notwithſtanding the vaſt ac-- 
* cumulation of publie debt, will not even in 
« time of war be ſo much loaded as was the 
original expreſs intention of the legiſlature to 
& Toad the land excluſively in caſes of that kind. 
c That is to fay---the aggregate fum to be paid 
t in lieu of land and all other taxes will not 7 
* amount, fagrante _— to four Chillin Ow 
e the pound. b 


As theſe are facts of which every man who is 
at all converſant in figures may ſoom be ſatiſ- 
fied, * a moments thought will convince hint 
that ſuch counties as are in the practice of pay. 
ing four ſhillings in the pound for land, are 
now in time of peace in a worſe ſituation, than 
that in which I only mean they {ſhould be placed 
in time of war. That is, they pay four ſhillings 
in the pound for land, and bear beſide their ap- 
portioned burden of all other taxes. | 


Whereas by this Propoſal, admitting the 
burden of all other taxes revived in time of war, 


e Sec the Calculation, page 52. 


i 


to be the "ER as now in time of peace, there will 
vet be a ſaving! in the article of land- tax. 


"To or inſtance,---It i is propoſed i in lieu of taxes 
to burden real property amounting to fifty mil- 
lions per ann. *, with a yearly payment of 
eight millions; + which payment is equal to a 
drawback on rents of three ſhillings and two- 
pence halfpenny i in the pound nearly. — is fur- 
ther propoſed; in time of war, when taxes will 
have a temporary revival, to levy the land- 
tax according to the preſent amount by an e qual 
rate, & affecting not only the land-holder as 
now, but in due proportion to their clear re- 
ceipts all other perſons who are entitled to pay- 
ments, ſecured upon land, or upon proprietors 
| of land.---In other words---It is Propoſed in 
time of war, to levy two millions in lieu of 
the preſent land-tax, by a rate affecting equally 
the whole property of this country, valued at 
fixty millions yearly ||. ---Now---Two millions 
to be raiſed upon ſixty millions is cight-pence i in 
the e exactly. 


800 page 1 See Page 7. 


1 Sex the Amendment of a pound rate in lieu of taxes pro- 
poſed here to be revived in time of war, page 151. 


$ See page TR. 4 Ditto, page 6. 
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The ſum aber to be 0 raiſ-) 
ed in every pound of fifty e 3 21 
in lieu of the preſent taxes, vis. 


: And the farther ſum which in time of 


war only is to be raiſed on every 
pound of ſixty millions, in lieu of 

the preſent land tax, VIS. 

Together make an aggregate of 3 x09 


Which little ſum, although it covers the 
whole intereſt of our preſent enormous incum- 
brance, and makes beſides an annual allowance 
of expenditure in time of war of two mil- 
lions, falls ſhort of that rate which is now paid 
by many counties for land alone in time of peace 
three half-pence in the pound! 3 * 


It is therefore clear to a demonſtration, 

it is ſelf.-evidently clear, that it is more 
tolerable for /uch counties to be a war under 
the new regulation, than at peace under the 


ag _- | OH 7 


Having thus frly ſtated the war account 
with theſe gent tlemen, I ſhall nx next to 


TEL 


contraſt and lay before them the peace 4 
; bliſhment. 


It Has bow aſſerted by very able and Gat | 
informed members both of the upper and 


lower houſe of parliament, that any perſon 
who will give himſelf the trouble to calculate 


the amount of the land and other taxes, will 

find on a moderate computation that they can- 
not be laid, in what he ſpends, at leſs: than 
fifteen ſhillings in the. pound, or ſeventy-five 
per cent. * This then is the preſent contri- 
bution of ſuch counties, to the ſtate, in time 
of ſettled peace. 5 


Ia what degree, or to what extent we are really affected 
by public burdens is variouſly conjectured; the moſt prevailing 
ſentiment is that which is here produced. The duke of Rich- 
mond however took occaſion not long ſince in his place to 
declare it as his opinion, that the preſſure is not leſs than 
ſeventeen ſhillings. in the pound. Lord Newhaven on the 
contfary, in his treatiſe on this ſubject, computes it at two 
hundred and twenty pounds only in every thouſand indepen- 
dant of cuſtoms and land-tax ; which amounts to four hundred 
and twenty where the land- tax is paid in full, and five hundred 
and ninety including the cuſtoms; computing the preſſure of 
taxes and cuſtoms to be as their bulks, and taking. the bulk of 
each from his Lordſhip's own ſtatement. It coſts us therefore 
by his account very little ſhort of twelve ſhillings in the pound, 
or ſixty millions annually in ſatisfaction of a revenue of iftcen 
1 | | 


5 
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t 44) 
Let us fow lock back to the amount of 
that incumbrance; wherewith the Author pro- 
poſes to ſaddle his gountrymen.-It amounts 

to little more than three ſhillings i in the pound, 
---inſtead of what ?---inſtead of fifteen ſhil- 
 lings-=-to fixteen pounds per cent, inſtead of | 


bene Ne. 


80 that thoſe gentlemen who are either 
unavoidably, or through choice, in the habit 
of ſpending. their incomes, ſaving thereby of 

what they ſpend in the proportion of fifteen 
ſhillings to three, or thereabouts, may live as 
well and fare as daintily, and yet lay by, for 
rainy days, or for their childrens ufe, four 
fifths of that which now is neadleſaly xtorted 


= from them. 


As thus,--- A perſon who now for the ſap- 
port of himſelf and family, expends an in- 


— Whereas a revenue ff been millions collected by a a 
rate as here recommended, would ſtand us in no more than 
one hundred and fiſty pounds in every thouſand, or three ſhil- 
lings in the pound on his Lordſhips computed rental of one 
hundred millions per annum. Which to thoſe who now pay 
the full land-tzx would be a ſaving of nine ſhillings in the pound. 
and five and forty millions yearly in every hundred millions 5 
to the nation at large, | 
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, come of 1001 per ann. purchaſes therewith 


what would coſt him under the new regula- 
tion no more than 1231. per ann. pix. 
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A gentleman therefore of zool. per ann. 


4 will have it in his power, without any varia- 
f tion in his mode of living, to ſet on foot an 
; accumulation for the future ſupport of his 
f younger children, of 1771. per ann, nearly. 


ignſtead of which as matters are now managed, 
1 the father of a family, with an eſtate of 300. 
F per ann. can barely make his income meet 
1 his neceſſary Curie, ” 
" But us it is here propoſed to rate poſſeſſions, and 
= as we are now only required to contribute as far 
as we ſpend, there are ſome who, on that account, 


in hatred to this new doctrine, lay to its chargy 
f % D 4 © MG 
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an intention to diſcountenance prudent men, by 
ſhutting the door againſt frugality; and to give 
_ encouragement to ſpendthrifts by opening it ta 
extravagance, But it is ſurely too hard a cen- 
ure of the plan to ſay it gives encouragement to 
vice, becauſe the good it brings may be abuſed. 
To judge of it with fairneſs, it is ſo far from 
furthering the wicked in their bad deſigns, that 
it has a manifeſt tendencyto reclaim the prodigal, 
by putting it in his power to do a deed of 
worth, without abridgment of his pleaſures, 
and thereby lead him unawares to virtue. And 
though there is but too much reaſon to believe 
that the proſpect of reform in ſome is little bet- 
ter than aforlorn hope, yet it is ſurely becomin 4 
and praiſeworthy to make the trial; and more 
eſpecially when it can be done not only without 
injury to any one, but with manifeſt advantage 
to thoſe alſo who would, but cannot now per- 
form the * of their Nation, 5 
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In order to ſet this aa in as clear a light 
as poſſible, let us ſuppoſe the caſe of a man of 
of gool. per ann. who ſpends; no more than a 
third of his income, 
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Preſent ſyſtem. | op 

From 3ool. the ſam ſpent, dedu& for) 

taxes 158. in the pound, or 75]. per 223 
cent. Ret 7 | 
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EY. © = New ſent | 

From 9ool. the ; on income, deduct . 
lieu of taxes 16], per cent. 2 

Yearly balance in favour of the 5 g 
Syſtem 


Let us in the next place ſuppoſe the caſe of ; 
a man whois in the receipt of 900 per ann. and 
ſpends his yearly income. 115 | . 


Preſent Syſtem, 8 

F rom gool, the income ſpent, deduct for 6 

TY *} 7s 
xes 158, in the pound 


New Syltem. 


Fro rom 900l. the yearly income, deduct ; 
in lieu of taxes 161. per cent. * 
Yearly 3 in fayour of the New . 
Syſtem 531 


On) 
The man therefore of govl, per ann. who 6 
not able or willing under the old eſtabliſhment, 
to favea ſhilling, may live in all reſpects the 
_.* fame under the new eſtabliſhment, and lay 7 9 
your more. dn half his income. 


But as theſe calculations are made for the 
meridian of ſuch counties only, as pay the full 
four ſhillings in the pound for land, I have yet 
to ſhew that there is no county in En gland which 
will not, more or leſs, derive * from 
the in „* 


For this . "OS us ſuppoſe the caſe of . 
county which pays no more in the pound than 
twelve pence, the caſe ſo 5 will Jong. as 
follows: 

Preſent Syſtem. 
From Zool. che ſum ſpent, deduct for . 
taxes * the . — - 


New Syſtem, | 


From got. the yearly income, dedudt i in)! N 
lieu of taxes 161. 7 cent. 5 155 


— — 
o 


Yearly ue in . of the New 6 
221 | [ od 


ſpent, 


From gool. the! income ſpent, deduct Þos 


T3). 


| Second inſtance where the whole ! income F 


Preſent Syſtem, 


taxes 128. in the pound 5 0 
New Sytem. e 


From gool. the yearly income, deduct * . 44 


lieu of taxes 161. per cent. | 


+ 


Yearly balance in favour of the wy 396 


Syſtem 

And now that the nating in handi is * | 
perfectly clear to all underſtandings, can it be 
poſſible that ſo comfortably. intereſting an in- 
timation will continue to be received with 


coolneſs ! Will it not rather be gratifying to 


us in the extreme to find ourſelves poſſeſſed of 
this happy truth, that we have it yet in 
our power by an eaſy proceſs, by one familiar 
ſtroke of policy, to /ave the nation, and to 
ſerve ourſelves---to liquidate oſt honourably 
the public debt, and , more than double pri- 
vate fortunes. Neither 18 this all, but at 
one and the ſame time, to cheriſh trade, make 
commerce flouriſh, arts and artiſts thrive, and 
population multiply to ſuch exceſs, as wholly 


7 bo 5 
ts remove thoſe feats that are afloat, And 


laſtly, though not leaſt in conſequence, reform 


the ſtate, by rooting out corruption from the 
land, more certainly, than by a thouſand penal 


ſtatutes, 


| There are ſome however who look down 
with an evil eye on this propoſal, from an opi- 
| Dion that they ſee therein the neceſſary fall of 
rents T. They cannot bring themſelves to be- 


3 The . Arend of rivalſhip in trade, from the threatened 
interference of Ireland, and of ruin to our manufactures from 
tze extenſion of Exciſe-laws. 

+ So far from having the eſſed which ſome have dreaded, the 
very reverſe of it mult take place. It ſurely ſtands with reaſon that 
the leſs the annual income of the kingdom is encumbered, the more 
muſt the landed intereſt flouriſh, for then tae product muſt go off 
quickeſt, when clogged the leaſt by impoſitions. To ſet that in- 
come clear muſt therefore be more particularly our intereſt, as in- 
dependent of thoſe advantages which all the ſubjects of this country 
will ſhare in common with one another, we who have real property 
from thence will derive an advantage which none beſides will ſhare 
with us; for rents will riſe, and payments which are ſlack, will 
then become both regular and certain ; as is obvious from this cir- 
eumſtance, that nothing can more effeQually promote population 
than this contrivance, And as people are the real ftrength and 
riches of a country, and England, as all agree, would naturally 
bear and nouriſh a third part more of inhabitants than it does 
at preſent, the value of lands and rents would riſe as certainly 
with our enereaſing numbers, as lands and rents bear a better price 

near a populous city, than they do at à diſtance from it. 


5 ) 
lieve that rents can poſſibly maintain their ground 
when thoſe commodities which coſt three hun+ 
dred pounds may then be had for ſeventy-five, 
But it is quite out of the way to ſuppoſe that 
rents can be affected by the ſale of commodities 
which have no reference to farmers dealings, 
Beſides, in any point of view, the notion is a 
miſconception of the truth. For the real value 
of things is neither enhanced by taxes, nor de- 

preſſed by their removal. We purchaſe taxed 
commodities which coſt us now three hundred 
pounds, but we pay no more for the goods 
themſelves than ſeventy-five, the overplus is al- 
together tax, Therefore the latter ſum de- 
dicted from the preſent ſelling price, is no de- 
duction from the value of the thing on fale. 
In either caſe the value is the ſame, the ſame 
abſtractedly the purchaſers expence, the ſame 
the traders gain.* For it is that part only 
»The preſent price of every commodity is 2 compound of 
coſt, profit, tax, and impoſition ; which latter ſum being more 
or leſs incident to every tax is that which renders the preſent 
mode of railing a revenue ſo peculiarly diſtreſſing. For almoſt 
in every inſtance, when one farthing only is required by govern- 
ment; advantage is taken to raiſe the price at leaſt a penny, as 
every mans experience in obvious points can bear witneſs. 


From which it 1s fair to conclude that the ſame abuſes prevail 
throughout, We all of as complain of this treatment, and yet 


vr . rr 


1 
which in aid of government was fictitiouſſy 
added to its real price, that is meant to be de- 
ducted. The operation of which will have no 
other effect, than to bring the article back to its 
own intrinſic ſtandard of worth; the ſame it 
would have had in every inſtance under view; 
had no ſuch impoſt taken place; Preſuming, 
therefore; that it will be conceded to me, that 
profit on that fictitious part of price; is not in 
the fair courſe of trade, the fact is proved as [I 
have ſtated it, that there will be no variation 
of profit to trade; or coſt to purchaſers; in either 
caſe. 3 | LS 


Having ſo fat cleared the ground, I ſhall next 
proceed to ſhew in what way I conceive the 
change to be favourable to all parties. For this 
purpoſe, let us ſuppoſe the caſe. of an article 
whoſe ſelling price is five ſhillings, and that the 


exigencies of government require a tax to be laid 


we endure it. But why do we murmur and not redreſs ourſelves. 
Beeaufe we conceive that taxes in our ſituation are eſſentially ne- 
eeſſary to the ſupport of government, and that theſe abuſes in- 
eident to taxes are not remediable. We therefore endure it to 
keep from our doors, as we believe, a greater evil. But the 
truth is, that taxes are not neceſſary to good government, but 
are rather ſubverſive of it, as tending to ſtrain or exbauſt our 


patience Fey exerciſed, 


8 1 E * e 
chereon of ten ſhillings, the ſelling price ,t 
then amount to fifteen ſhillings. In what is 
fold the coſt and profit is the fame as it was 
before the tax had birth; but will the ſame 
number of purchaſers be found at fifteen ſhillings 

that there was at five? And fo far as it falls 
ſhort, ſo far will trade be injured by the tax. 
The quantum of ſingle profit is no object, it is 
the accumulation of profit from ready and ex- 
tenſive fale by which the dealer is enriched. | 
Taxes, therefore, of all kinds, by raiſing 6 

price of commodities, and thereby reducing the 

number of purchaſers, are an eſſential injury to 
trade. And in the ſame proportion that trade 
is thereby injured, the commonwealth 1 is injured | 
alſo, | 5 
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AN objection has been made to the grofs- 
amount of taxes on expenditure, The eſtimate 
of 7 51. per cent. is ſaid to be over-rated, and 
an opinion has gone forth, that the repreſen- 
tation given is rather the caricature than the 
picture of our ſufferings. Fhe baſis of which 
opinion 15 this-- - That the Author's calculation 
« might poffibly be juſt were every article of 


5 0 64 5 

i expence the object of a tax. But hacks for 
© us, there are many articles of expence, which 
e have not as yet fallen under the notice of go 
— vernment. 


Such he the wa,” but how long it will 
„ be ſuffered to remain an argument, is another 
queſtion; z neither indeed is it any. thing more 
in the mean time than ſpeciouſneſs, an outward 
ſhew of ſome ſolidity, when all within is air and . 
emptineſs. For every man who manufactures, Ie 
every man in trade, avowedly, conſiders 3 
what himſelf is rated to the ſtate, and lays 4 
load to that amount at leaſt, on thoſe commo- 
dities in which he heals. We therefore pay, a?? 
T things are circumſtanced, double or a triple 
impoſition---that is, we pay our ſhare preſcribed 
by parliament, and further what is thought ſuf- 
ficient by the craftſman firſt, and then'the tra- 
ders, to indemnify themſelves againſt the public | 
claims. So whether they are toned or not, one 
Point is clear, that every thing we buy, is more 
or leſs advanced i in price, by reaſon of the taxes. 
Then what would be the conſequence ſhould 
this pernicious ſyſtem ceaſe ?--- Commodities would 
daily ſettle down and find at length their proper 
level. Our wants would then be ſerved at prices 
* . 
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e 
very mch we” without lg inter- 
mediate gain. And thus, without the ſinalleſt 
loſs or detriment to any one concerned, com- 
modities would paſs through all the neceſſary 
hands, and find their way to us, abated of their 
price, in full proportion to the compound ratio 
of relief adminiſtered to thoſe which intervene, 
as well as to outrſelyes.---This moſt material 
circumſtance, was probably forgot or over- , 
looked by thoſe' that did object, 184 therefore 
named to juſtify the Author, and to free fro. 
doubt his Fo bro calculations 1 


: By the preceding ſtatement of facts, the fol- 
lowing truths have been brought pror..uemiy 
forwatd,s--That we have hitherto been fu. da- 
mentalhy wrong in our way of ptoceeding,--= 
That the prevailing ſyſtem of financering has 
been our fundamental error, -That it has had 
the pernicious effect of ſharpening our ap petite 
for war, by furniſhing ſupplies to TA 
That the miſchiefs which have grown ont of 
that error, are in part without re cd, the 
ood and ti eure which has been waſted and 
ſpilt cannot be recove-e-i,---But that further 
miſchief may b prevented, And that there 
may be ſome conſider able alleviation of what 
| E 


(66) 
we ſuffer at preſent from paſt miſcondu@,--- 


by no greater exertion on our part, than 
to get the better of groundle& prejudice,- -=-tO 


open our eyes to obvious truths, and theſe per- 


e graſp the 0 nen en. 


5 And when with a fall e of this 
kind! we ſhall come to explore the ground 


on which we tread, whoſe inward ſubſtance ; 


worn away has left us nothing but a rim re- 
maining o,---when we ſhall view, I ſay, and 
at once contemplate theſe horrid matters, 


© The gulph that yavns beneath our feet! The 


e thinneſs of that incruſtation which alone pre- 
*« vents us from ruſhing headlong !- ---The little 
hy likelihood there is of its ſuſtaining us under 
© the ſhock of another war, when further exca- 
vation will become neceſſary !---The certain 


* expectation of freſh troubles, and the too 258. 


< bable contingency of their near approach! | 
When ills like theſe ſhall riſe to view, and * 
comes in aid this happy reflection, That 


* the riſk we run is merely local, and may be 
e avoided by ſtepping aſide! What crime ſhall 


then be theirs, and what ſhould be their 
puniſhment whoſe obſtinate infatuation is ſuch, 
as will neither permit them to ſee the one nor 
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practice the other? Or theirs who no leis eu- : 
pably ſupine, though they ſee and own the 
danger real, had rather periſh than 1 to 
Pr event it. 


Could all ſuch men be ſingled out, and un- 
connected with the reſt be made the victims 
of a fate they ſeem to court or will not ſhun, 
it would be weakneſs to waſte a thought upon 
them. But embarked as we are in the ſame 
bottom a common fate attends us all. For 
our own ſakes, therefore, and not for theirs, 
but for thoſe more worthy who may ſucceed 
them, let us ſhift while we can to better 
quarters ;---let us take the ground already 
marked where prudence points the way,--- 
where - intereſt leads---where danger cannot 
come=--where ſafety dwells and beckons to 

us.---Let us take the height, reſembling that 
which glory took upon the Calpean rock, 
where we, like our immortal Chief, * by pity 
more than paſſion moved, ſecure like him 

from harm, like him may gaze upon the 

| filly machinations of our foes, whoſe phrenzy | 
ſtirs them to provoke our vengeance.--- 
* General Elliot, late Lord Heathfield, 


„„ 


22 


FCTTTTTTTTTTTCTCTCTCTCT—T—T————— BCT — — 2 FEA 47 a8. PFF 
— ——— ea ——ny. 

— I 4 ͤĩ am en 

—— rr = K — — 

—— — — — i - 


— — — Pour met — — — —.— 


APPENDIX: 
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To thoſe gentlemen who have abt" 0 
much honour to me by their approbation 
of this propoſal, and ſo much credit to them- 
ſelves by their unwearied efforts to ſet on foot 
this deſireable buſineſs, to thoſe Gentlemen, in 
my preſent inviſible ſtate, * I am not in a 
capacity to return thanks in the way I could 
wiſh---by perſonal acknowledgment. But I 
will do all in my power to prove my gra- 
titude; I will endeavour to make known and 
perpetuate the diſintereſted purity of their well 
directed zeal, by giving the narrative of their 
proceedings, which appeared in the form of 
two letters addreſſed to the Editor of the 


* The author was then unknown. 
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(7 ) 
Newcaſtle Courant, in the County of Nor- 
thumberland, a more general circulation than it 
could poſſibly have experienced 1 in a provincial 
paper. And as the vein of reaſoning which 
runs thro' the whole of that performance is an 
exact tranſcript of my own ſentiments, exhi- 
biting, in glowing colours, a picture which is 
for ever preſent to my mind when I muſe 
upon the ſubject, I think myſelf particularly 
happy in an opportunity, while it is yet in the 
preſs, of enriching this edition. wath an 9 


* 


dix ſo much to my purpoſe, * 


„* 


And who can tell, as a worthy friend of 
mine, to cheer me with a ray of hope, ex 
preſſed himſelf,---And who can tell what im- 
portant conſequences, and beneficial effects, 
may yet reſult from theſe beginnings? Provi- 
dence often exalts itſelf by producing the moſt 

| falutary benefits out of the moſt unpromiſing 
means: A little fire kindled in Northumberland 
may extend its light and heat to the whole hing- 
dom, fo as to preſerve from utter de lining 601 
SJeemingly ee country, 8 


{a ) 


The Narrative addreſſed to the FDrro-x 
of the NzwcasTLE CouranT is as 
follows: 


SIN, Ockaler 15, 1783. 

A® the queſtion which was brought forward 

in the grand jury room at the laſt aſſizes, 
reſpecting the Liquidation of the National Debt, 
the Abolition of Tythes, and the Reform of 
the Church revenue, has awakened very ge- 
neral attention; and as the public, who are 
ſo deeply intereſted in the ſucceſs of this mea- 
ſure, are well entitled to every information 
relative thereto, the following authentic nar- 
rative of the proceedings is laid, by means of 
your uſeful paper, with all Son before 
| them, 


As ſoon as the cuſtomary buſineſs was finiſh- 
ed, and the foreman * of the grand jury had 
given notice, that there was other matter of 
a public nature to come before them, the gen- 
tleman, who principally beſtirred himſelf in 


* Sir William Middleton, Baroact, 
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tion, I fay, mult be ſpeedy and effectual; for 


its 6wa cure by the diſſolution of the body, 


( 5 
that concern, aroſe and addreſſed the company 
in the followin 8 words : 
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GrnTITMen, £7 
Having now gone through the whole of the 
buſineſs tor which we were ſummoned upon 
th.s Occaſion; before we diſperſe, I beg leave 
to call your attention to the conſideration of. 
two points The preſent moſt alarming late of 
the public debt. und the no leſs alarming claims 
{ich are daily ſet up againſt us by the C hurch. 
Both of theſe from ſmall beginnings, in a very 5 
ſhert trace of time, have grown up into grie- 
vances, which, if not ſpeedily and effectually 
removed, can hardly fail of drawing down up- 
on our own heads, and will certainly heap up- 
on tlic ie of our chiidren, every poſhble diſaſter 
Winch can befal us, as a people. The applica- 


*. 
—” 


ſo critical is our ſituation, and the growth of 
the evils of which I complain ſo rapid and lux- 
uriant, that if they are permitted to take deep- 
er root, and extend themſelves further, our 
caſe wili ſoon become deſperate, without hope 
of other remedy, than that which it will have 
in con n on with all mortal diſeaſes, to work 
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For 28 we muſt ſuffer a diminution of ſrength, 
in proportion to the increaſe of theſe evils; . 


and as the means which we now poſſeſs, | are 


but barely ſufficient to enable us to diſcharge | 


the outſtanding demands, and to reſerve for 


ourſelves any thing like a comfortable remain 5 


der, (to which ſurely in all reaſon and juſtice 5 


we are entitled) if any addition is made there- 
to, what muſt be the conſequence? Finding 


ourſelves une qual to the diſcharge of them, 


without reducing ourſelves to beggary, we 
ſhall of courſe reſiſt the payment; Govern- 
ment on the other hand will attempt to en- 
force it: a ſtruggle will enſue; in which both 
ſides, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, loſing ſight of a 


jaſtice, will aim only at the depreſſion of the 
other. In this manner we ſhall proceed from 
bad to worſe, till all reſpect of perſons, till 


every diſtinction betwixt man and man, till all 
ſubordination to law, till liberty itſelf is ſwal- 
lowed up in the all-devouring vortex of civil 


diſſention. This, Gentlemen, with too much 


probability on its ſide, may be ſaid to be an 


abſtract of the hiſtory of the times which are 
nov approaching. Pou will all agree with me, 


that it is a conſummation moſt devoutly to be 


avoided. But how, and in what manner to 


(74) 


avoid i it, that is the queſtion. While it re- 
mained a queſtion, Gentlemen, I was ſilent 
upon this ſubject ; at leaſt in this public man- 
ner T was ſilent: though many a time and oft, 
in private aomverihtion and in ſecret, have I 
bewailed our impending calamities, the Ingre- 
dients of that bitter cup, which as we jour- 
neyed, was preparing for us, as I thought, by 
the hand of fate. I am now, however, of a 
very different opinion. The film which had 
obſtructed my ſight is removed from before 
my eyes, and I can ſee clearly and diſtinctly 
that the dreadful potation, fo far from being 
ours by unavoidable neceſſity, is only ſo by 
choice---that it is in our power to reject it-to 
put it away from our lips to à diſtance for 
ever; only by deviating into another path, 
Which will lead us to the temple of our poli- 
_ tical ſalvation: a path, which however rough 
and rugged it may ſeem, compared with thoſe 
ways which we mult otherwiſe encounter, is 
as the ſmooth ſurface of a lake unruffled with 
winds, to the mountaneous waters of the 
ocean, in its height of ill humour. I have ſaid 
thus much, Gentlemen, to conyince you of 
the reality of the declining ſtate of our public 
health, and of the abſolute neceſſity of having 
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recourſe, without loſs of time, to thoſe medi- 


cines, if any ſuch there are, which may re- 
ſtore our vigour, I proceed now, with infi- 


nite ſatisfaction, to inform you, that a ſpeci- 
fic has been diſcovered, by means of which 
we may attain. to the . ſummit of our 
wiſhes. This book, Gentlemen, which 


hold in my hand, this little book compleatly | 


inſtructs us in what manner to prepare a bal- 
fam, which being poured into our wounds, 
deep and dangerous as they ſeem, will heal 
them in an inſtant, Nothing is wanting but 
ſufficient reſolution on our part to apply it; 
of which I can have no doubt, when you are 
convinced of its efficacy; and I have either loſt 

my judgement, or I am blinded by my parti- 
ality, if that conyiction does not follow, as a 


matter of courſe, the attentive peruſal of theſe 


ſheets, When I ſpeak of an attentive reading, 
J do not mean to inſinuate, that there is any 
thing difficult or abſtruſe herein to be met with: 
on the contrary, it is all plain and perſpicuous, 
inſomuch, that thoſe who run may read and 
underſtand, Yet ſome little time will be ne- 
ceſſary for that purpoſe; I ſhall therefore pro- 
poſe, if agreeable, an adjournment of this 
meeting till to-morrow morning at nine o'clock, 


. 


- (76). 


or any other hour which may foit the conve- 


nience of the company. Gentlemen will then 


come prepared to give an opinion, and if it 
ſhall appear that you concur with me in appro- 


ving of the plan, which otherwiſe I muit think 


I * taken upon myſelf raſhly | to recommend, 
1 will inform you what ſteps I have already 
taken to introduce it to the notice of that per- 
ſon, *-who fits at the helm of the veſſel i in which 
© ourſelves, our families, and all our fortunes 
are embarked. I have now only further to 
obſerve, that having determined to bring this 
matter publicly before you, and being aware 
that many Gentlemen might be here preſent, 
who had ncither ſeen or heard of the propo- 
fa] alluded to, I took the precaution of defir- 
ing Mr. Fiſher, the Librarian, to be provided 
with copies of the pamphlet, ſufficient to an- 
ſwer any probable demand which might DE . 
made upon him; and in order to fave time ind 
trouble I defired that he might attend this 


| morning for the purpoſe of diſtributing them, 


And no „Gentlemen, agreeable to the in- 


tunation I = given, I beg leave humbly to 


move, That this meeting be adjourned till to- 


* The Duke of Portland, then Prime Miuiſter. 


morrow morning at nine o'clock, then to aſ- 
ſemble, at this place, for the purpoſe of tak- 
ing into conſideration the -contents of a pamph- 
let, entitled, A Propoſal for the Liquida- 
e tion of the National Debt, the Abolition of 

« Tithes, and the Reform of the Church 

* Revenue; and to determine how far, and 
in what manner, it may become us to inter- | 
fere, in recommending the lame to the notice 
of che PAY e al 1 OS 


— 


The motion being oe cs to the fornaany 
he read it to the Jury, when it was imedi- 
ately ſeconded, and after ſome diſultory con- 
verſation, was agreed to without oppoſition. 
— However, at the requeſt of ſome of the 
Jury, who declared. it inconvenient to give 
their attendance the next day, the foreman 

applied to he: © judge and LI Jary were diſ- 

charged. bo 


: At the hour appointed the company aſſem- 
bled the next morning, and the late foreman 
being requeſted to take the chair, opened the 
buſineſs by reading. the motion of the pre- 
ceding _ when the Gentleman, who had 


of „ 
before addrefſed the Jary, aroſe and 192 as 
follows. SE 
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| Geer MENS. 
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1 T. ould © ver) Wy it becbme me, — * have 
5 been indulged with Ms patient a hearing, to 
11 intrude further upon the time and attention 
of this company, if it was not neceſſary 
for me to explain the hint which I. threw” 
out yeſterday, by giving you poſitive aſſu- 
rance, that the propoſal before us is, at 
Cl | 5 preſent; in contemplation of the Miniſter. 1 
Cl ſpeak this, Gentlemen, from the evidence of 
letters which have paſſed between the duke of 
Portland and myſelf, relative to this ſubject. 
| The letters themſelves are of conſiderable” 
length, I ſhall not therefore - obtrude them 
| upon you: it is ſufficient for our purpbſe to 
11 put you in poſſeſſion of the fact-— That 1 
11 . © have already ſecured the attention, and 1. = 
iT e hope the patronage of the Miniſter, to aß 
iT *thing of this kind which you may be pleaſ- ' 
ed to recommend.“ I muſt not, however, 
_ * orait to caution you, to confider that which T: 
have ſaid reſpecting the patronage. of the- 
924 = I Barneys to be rather deſcriptive of my wiſhes, 
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1 


1 55 19 


than of bis Aead. intentions; having in indo 
received, as yet, no aſſurance. of e 


The ground however is | Cafficien tly cleared, 
-e may enter fitly upon deliberation ;- and 
may proceed in it, till we are agreed upon 
that mode of conducting the buſineſs, which 
ſhall ſeem moſt likely to keep pace with 
our deſires, to relieve ourſelves, and ſerve our 
country, by carrying this deſign into imme- 
diate execution. What I mean by immediate 
execution is,. that the obje& ſhould be pur- 
ſued unremittingly, and with as much diſ- 
patch as is conſiſtent with the dignity and im- 
portance of the ſubject in hand. It muſt, no 
doubt, be referred ultimately to parliamefit; 
| and, perhaps, it would be as well to eke * 
our adyances at once, by a petition to that 
body, rather than enter into previous aſſocia- 
tions, a practice not univerſally approved, and 
| therefore, in this caſe, to be avoided; for 1 
could wiſh to have this buſineſs taken up and 
conducted on ground which is liable to no ob- 
Jection.---But having already exceeded the 
| bounds I had preſcribed myſelf, I give way, 
moſt readily, to any other Lentleman who 
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1 may * diſpoſed to e his ſentirhents _ 
=: this intereſting dc; 


A We lane EF PPE which was ſuc- 

Rs ee at length by a converſation, in which 

8 by turns almoſt every gentleman preſent took 
au part. From which it appearing to be the 

general wiſh that we ſhould take longer time 

to deliberate, it was moved, That the fur- 

7 ther conſideration of this queſtion be poſt- 

„ poned to the day next Iaccroclng, the quar- 

* terly ſeſſions firſt enſuing:“ To which an 

amendment was propoſed, to adjourn ine die, 
but this amendment being preſently with- 

drawn, the original motion was again put, 

ſeconded, and carried without further oppo- 
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0 N * . of OAober, | agreeable to _ 

purport of the motion at the former meeting, 
a very reſpectable company aſſembled in the 
Town-Hall, at Alnwick, though many gentle- 
men, who were expected to have favored the 
meeting, did not appear: and even a great 
majority of the magiſtrates attendant upon the 


«4 r 
1 


f. On. 
ſeſſions, for whoſe accommodation,” at thei 425 
own particular ;requeſt, a conſiderable delay 
was incurred, were yet obliged to abſent them- 
ſelves on account al buſineſs, which continued 
RE. out the ſeſſions beyond all expec- 


tation. after two o'clock, Mr. Colling- 
wood of Unthank being requeſted to take the 
chair, opened the buſineſs by a particular ſtate. 
ment of that queſtion which had ſtood over for 
deciſion, and having reſumed his ' ſeat, the 
gentleman, who had originally propoſed the 
diſcuffion thereof, aroſe” _ 1 the 
CO: as n., | 


GenTLEMEN, 


TH E interval of time, betwixt this 2 our * 
former meeting, has taken off the force of 


that objection, which occaſioned a temporary 
ſuſpenſion of the judgement which now awaits 
the queſtion before us, and which] muſt, in 
ſome meaſure, determine its fate. It can- 
not now be faid, as when we were laſt aſſem- 
bled upon this buſineſs, that we are taken by 
ſurpriſe; ſufficient time has been allowed for 
deliberation, and I make no doubt but every 
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| gendeman,. here. preſent. has fur bed. it. 10 


advantage. And though. ; my æcal, like the 
flame which is lighted in youthful breaſts ar 
beauty s eye, aud which urges them on to 
the .conſummatign of their. wiſhes with eager; 


neſs that cannot brook. delay, although my 
forward zeal, I fay, to ſeryve my country, 


made me conſider this adjournment, when 


firſt propoſed, as a loſs to the public, and 
hurtful, to their cauſe, 8 mojnent.s reflection 


convinced. me of the grror of that opinion, 


and pointed out to mę a yariety of advantages, 
which, till then, had eſcaped my notice. It 
occurred to me in the firſt place, from what 


1 had already experienced of the matter, that 
we had much more reaſon to expect to over- 
come prejudices, to clear away doubts, to 
ſurmount difficulties, and of courſe to weaken, 


jf not annihilate oppoſition, and increaſe * the 
number of our friends---I fay it occurred to me 
that we had much more reaſon to expect a 


plentiful return of theſe, and ſuch like benefits, 
than the reverſe of any of them, from a longer 
and more familiar intercourſe, from a cloſer 
and more ſerupulous inveſtigation of the ſubject. 
1 conſidered further, that by means of this 
ker, we ſhould be able to ſhelter ourſelves 


FER) 


om that reproach; which has; upon all ocea« 
fions, been obſerved to follow cloſe upon the 
heels of haſty counſels. For ſuch is the 
nature and diſpoſition of man, without any 
previous examination of the merits, they annex 
Indiſcriminately,” to all indeliberate proceed- 
ings, an idea of raſhneſs, or ſomething worſe: 
not conſidering their own relative ſituation 
at the time, not conſidering that the ſentence 
"which they paſs is a condemnation of themſelves, 
and that the blow, which they thus aim at 
another's head, recoils with double force 
againſt their own: But yet the fact is ſuch; 


from whence I conclude, that had you brought 


this matter to a more early decifion, however 
obvious the truths you had advanced, however 
fair your intention, how wiſely ſoever you had 
determined the point, the world would have 
given you no credit in either caſe. Had the 
current of your opinions run counter to my 
wiſhes; it cannot be ſuppoſed you would have 
eſcaped from blame. If, on the other hand, 
by ſtrong conviction urged, and by the beſt 
of all poſſible motives, the ſober, chaſte, and 
genuine love of your country,---if borne along 
by theſe you had ſwelled, with your appro- 
$atjon, the full tide 2 my hopes, {ſtill therg 
5 | 


— * 1% ) 
4 not have been wanting thoſe who ould 
have accuſed you of acting under the influence 
of that very ſpirit, which forms a principal part 
| of our plan jo keep down and extinguiſh, 
And thus, Gentlemen, from the mere circum». 
ſtartce of qur own well meant but miſguided 
real, we ſhould in all probability, have de- 
feated the beſt purpoſe of our heart, have lo} 
A queſtion of ſuch fair expectation, in which, 
as ina mirror, we may view reflected a ſceng 
of inexpreſſible happineſs, prepared not only 
for ourſelyes and our immediate ſucceſſors, 
but extended in proſpect, with increaſing 
beauty, to all ſucceeding generations. But 
if, in the firſt aukward moments of formal 
introduction, while we were yet ſtrangers to 
one anothen, and with an eye of prejudice 
obliquely viewed gur new acquaintance, if, 
in that early ſtage of the buſineſs, we had 
ſtood condemned in the opinion of the world, 
by putting a negative upon this queſtion, 
what I pray you will |be faid of us now, if 
we ſhould ſet our faces againſt this reform? 
What will be faid of us now, when with 
greater ſhew of juſtice, and with more de- 
ſerving, we ſhall have laid ourſelves open tq 
the cenſure” of mankind ; ? "Rk our c preſent 
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OY on, compared with __ e ofs 
25 is in that proportion. which wilfal and 


Kath by tiouokileliveſs. 5 or fome 
ſudden ſtart of paſſion ?. Will. it not be ſaid, 

t we are determined enemies to the wel⸗ 
fare and proſpetity of this realm? Shall 
we not be reprobated as men who are 


| leagued, or at leaſt who court an alliance 
with thoſe wha drink their neighbour” 1 


blood, who. feed. on the fo poils, and enrich 
themſelves: with che wreck ' of this 5 
ſtate? 35 


| if there yet 8920955 in the breaſt of airy 
man, a doubt reſpecting the expediency of 
this meaſure, in recommendation of which I 


have exerted myſelf, upon this and. former 


occaſions, to the height of my poor abilities, 
if any doubt remains, taking it for granted 


that truth is our only aim, and that we are 


all equally intent upon the diſcovery, I beg 


leave to obſerve, that it is more partic ularly 


Incumbent on thoſe who doubt, if they would 


act a conſiſtent part, to beſtir themſelves in 
promoting an enquiry, which alone can open 


«4 
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their eyes to conviction, and without which 
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they may for ever remain in the ſame ſtate 


of perplexing üncertainty, which, of all other 


poſſible ſtates, is that which is moſt painful t to 
an ingenuous mind. Beſides, Gentlemen, it 


ſheuld be conſidered, that we are not afſem- 


bled upon this occaſion to determine finally, 


whether the propoſal before us ſhall or ſhall 


not be moulded info the conſtitution of this 


country; ; whether it ſhall or ſhall not be 


aſſed. into 1 lawz we are met here only, as 


it were, a. grand Jury . tipon, the queſtion, in | 
whoſe province it is to decide, from the evi- 


dence of worth before us, how far we are 
juſtified in recommending it to the notice of | 
parliament. When it comes there, it will be 
ahaliſed and fifted to the bottom: and if, in 


conſequence. of that feery trial, a diſcovery ts 


made, that we have been deceived by ap- 


| pearatices, ---that it contains nothing of intrinfic 


value,---that it is a mere compoſition of baſe 


vhprofitable metals, - no blame will reſt witli 
us, nor will 1 injury” accrue to the public or to 
any individual. If, on the other hand, it 


ſhall come forth from the mouth of the fur- 
nate, pure, unimpaired, and refulgent; what 


Foy will be our portion, when we look for- 
ward. to the comforts that are in ſtore! And 


- 


. 6. 
ben there. js 1 promiſing an a mee 
fucecls, a advantages, attendant thereonz 
ſo rare, and excellent, nor any ritk. of blame, 
or detriment in caſe of, failure, can any gen- 
tleman heſitate reſpecting tlie part which he 
ſhould take this thy e cannot ſure demur: 
if love of honeſt fame has life within vou 455 
when you conſider the praiſes that will be due, 7 
the thanks that will be. e to thoſe men, 
who, not diſpairing of t he gommonwealth, 7 
did bravely face this formidable Hydra, :this 
oll-droouring monſter, which hath already ſwal- 
lowed up ſo conſiderable a part of our pro- 
perty, nor yet is ſatisfied, but ſtands prepared 
8 with multifarious jaws, extended wide, ta 
__ gorge that portion hieh remains. | You can- 
= not. fure demur, if it were only to gratify 

your feelings, when. you. take into the ſcale - 
of inducements that fountain of exquiſite plea - 
ſure, Which muſt for ever ſpring up in the 
minds of thoſe men, who. Having. had the 
firmneſs to bid defiance to this threatening dan- 
ger, and the virtue to perſevere, had like- 
wiſe the good. fortune to return triumphant 
from the charge; amidſt joyful acclamations, 
feated gloriouſly in the hearts of their grateful ] 
country. 
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I beg leave, therefore humbly to move, 
That leave be given to read a petition to 
parliament, praying them to take under con- 
fideration the contents of a pamphlet, enti- 
tled , A Propoſal for the Liquidation of the 
« National Debt, the Abolition of Tithes, and 
* the Reform of the Church Revenue.” * 
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This motion being read from che chair) 
Hoot by Vice Admiral Roddam, and paſſed 


without a diffentient voice, the petition als, 


luded to was read to the company, and the 


buſineſs of the day concluded with the fol- 
lowing motion: e e, ae eG 


x r 4 > wo 
, * | < p Ss 4 : e * 


That this petition be referred to a county 
meeting, and that the high ſheriff be hx. e 
to call a meeting for that e 

Which motion, being likewiſe handed to 
the chairman, was put, ſeconded, and carried, 
without oppoſitiooß. 2 22 


The following is a Copy of the Petition. 
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TH AT your Petition ers have een; and 
read; and duly conſidered the contents 1 a 

| pampBlet, entitled, © KA Propoſal for the 
oe Liquidation of the National Debt, the Abo- 
& lition of Tithes, and the Reform of. the 
4 Church Revenue.“ 
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That your Petitioners, feeling for the pre 
| ſent diſtreſſes of the State, and dreading the 
certain effects of the further growth of thoſe 
evils, the remoyal of which is the” ſubje& of 
that performance, are of opinion, that a de- 
ſign, which has for its aim the political falva- 
tion of this country, the happineſs of the com- 
munity at large, and of every individual, and 
which propoſes to work its effect by means 
which are, apparently, both ſafe and honour- 
able, is entitled to the attention of parlia- 
ment: Your Petitioners, therefore, beg leave 


V 
bai to cenic the propoſal i in quis 

to; the notice of this Honourable.” Houſe;” 

| coor them to deliberate thereon; and, if in 

Their wiſdom it ſhall ſeem meet, that T hey 

Won be pleaſed to take the neceſſa x ' ſteps a. 
giv it the form and force of law. 


A your Petitioners ſhall ever proj Ec c. 
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The buſineſs having proceeded thus. PP? 
and the public at large being now put in 
full poſſeſſion. of every particular, want of i in- 
formation is certainly no longer an admiſſible; 
plea... And as it cannot be fuppoſed | that, 
want of attention to a ſubject, which is al- 
lowed on all hands to be highly intereſting to 
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individuals, and of great national importance, 
can be pleaded, in excuſe, by any man Who 
wiſhes. well to. his country.; it is preſumed, 

that the next meeting, of which timely notice” 
will be given in this, and the other N ewcaſtle 
papers, will be both numerous and reſpectable/ 

in upper of the meaſure. 
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T BEG the FOR of your to” ns befo th , 

public the concluſion of the buſineſs re- 
lative to the e of ht? any letter, as 


follows : . 5 an ür 
F „ eee epics © 
Ads to ia en 4 oh 3 
advertiſements in the Neweaſtle papers, the 
Gentlemen aſl: embled in the Town-Hall of 
| Morpeth, at one o'clock! in the aſternobn, 
the 26th inſtant, when Mr. Collingwood of 
Unthank being requeſted to take the- chair; 
opened the buſineſs, by ſtating the particular 
queſtion before them; and having reſumed 
his ſeat, the gentleman ho had requeſted the 
honour of their attendance, addreſſed an com- 
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GEN TLEMEN, 


I think it incumbent. upon me to ſay mae 
thing in explanation of my own conduct in 
this buſineſs. I beg leave, however, previ- 
ouſly to lay before you the contents of A 
paper written in anſwer to ſeyeral objec- | 
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djeding 8 3 to a earn friend ond cor 
reſpondent of mine, * who had done me the 
name the- difficulties to me. Of 
-I- think it neceſſary to make 
this publie exhibition, leſt other | gentlemen; 
k-th are not in the circle of that communi- 
ration, entertaining the ſame objections, and 
2 the like opportunity of receiving 
ions: may be induced to withdraw their 
from a deſign, which otherwiſe 
they might think entitled to their beſt ſupport. 
Fhis paper differs ſomewhat from the original 
in point of ferm, the objections are made ge- 
neral, as coming from the public, and the 
— pay are ſeverally annexed, are more 
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The feveral objections, with the anſwers, 
are as follows: - = 


0 BJECTIONS; 


— — Gps. Abit 4 OE parte. 


. 


ft We are, not competent to decide upon 
meaſure, and therefore we cannot, with 


. Tuomas Bigge, Eſq; Benton- Houfe; 


2 of ths queſtion, oragainſt it. Nn 


ga Such gentlemen as b hem 
ſelves on this pretenee, have entirely miſtaken 
the point. I is not required of them to decide 
upon the megſure, but merely to refer it t 
the HTS 46 who. W | 
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ham Such as Rs not approve of a a en 
to parliament, diſapprove of that which is 
_ clearly. the moſt conſtitutional mode of pro- 
ceeding ; and which, indeed, in the preſent 
caſe, is the only proper ane, being an appli- 
cation in the firſt inſtance, to that body, 
which is not only veſted with a power that 
is ſuited to the purpoſe, but with an excluſive 
privilege to give birth to all hills mhich have 

/ Any relation to money. 


zd. The author's calculation differs. widely 
from all others that have hitherto appeared in 
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t, which is enou gh t to deter us ; from med- 
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of the: e enquiry propoſed. Agreeable to for- 


Iculations,: we are at this moment an 
8 people, the one half of our property 
is already ſwallowed up. Can any man of 
feeling reſt in his bed with fuch a viſion, 
though but in idea, before his eyes! If no 


other uſe was to be made of it, in conſidera- 
tion of our own eaſe and happineſs, it is 
incumbent upon us to inveſtigate this point 
with nice preciſion.” | Let the diſcovery be what 


it may, there is nothing that can poſſibly befal 


- ot half fo pond, as the ſtate in HARD this 


8 «ne 8 Wo 


We do not think it reaſonable to aL 


5 gel every perſon of the ſame neat. income, but 


differently circumſtanced in reſpect of the num- 


ber of children, to contribute the de ſum 


beg GERT Kate, 
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A1. This objection not a uts/ up by 
2 he roots the preſent plan, but all other 'pays 
ments that have yet been impoſed, and with 
them eyery idea which Has: hitherto been 
entertained of impartial diſtributive: juſtice. 
What is ſaid reſpecting he diſproportion: of | 
numbers, in different families, applies only to 
particular caſes to thoſe. perſons who are 
bleſt with 'a numerous offs pring, ill exchang· 
ed, indeed, for the better ability to bear 
the burdens of the ſtate. And even this 
fearful diſparity, which is, the baſis of the 
argument, diſappears upon a general compre- 
henſiye view, by which we find that all & - 
families jo the Jong run, taking one gene- 
ration with another, are nearly e a _ 
98 . of numbers, Elo, ee 


5 


n we h to that power + with mites 
in order to aſcertain the quantum of taxable 
property, an - officer of the crown mult be : 
armed to examine every incumbrance that 
_ affects an eſtate--- A power which is ſtill more 
intolerable than that which is at preſent cus, 
truſted to an officer of exciſe, e ; 
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would be a very ſerious 


& jection, but — it has not even the 


e e wee n Sen —— the 


in return with 
ortion, which is 

who hold ſeeurities under him, 
| cumbrances, ee which affect an 
en will remain exactly on rad fame 
footing of ſecreſy, as at preſent, Howeyer, 
to give perfect ſatisfact upon this head, I 
beg leave to obſerre, that it is not intended to 
make theſe payments to government at all, but 


* 


to individuals properly authoriſed to receive ſuch 


payments for their own: uſe. Government will 
have no concern whateyer in the buſineſs, + 
— than a truſtee, to enforce payment, if 

mpted to be withheld, whoſe interference, 


28 s ſolutary to er e 18 een e this caſe, | 


ee e "X02 5 


- 6th, The uacertain . upon this EX = 
periment, together with the novelty of the 


matter, inclines us to give the preference to the 
old * 5 5 
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457 Provided the Author's calculation of 
the value of real property is a juſt one, which 
I take upon me to proclaim a truth, nothing 
can be more certain than the produce upon 

_ this experiment. Reſpecting the mere novelty - 
of the matter, that objectien can have no 

weight, when we conſider, that to all appear- 
| ance the deſign is both fafe and DALE yt 
As well as efficient. | 


Oth, We object on account of the preca- 
rious ſtate of that revenue by which we are to 
provide for the defence of the kingdom, oo 
bphold my credit of the nation. 


Ans. It reſts upon the great baſis of com- 
merce, the ſupport of us all, the means by 
which we have riſen, and when it fails, we fall 
together. | 
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AND now, Gentlemen, having gone through 
the whole of the objections, and furniſhed ſuch 
anſwers as, I truſt, will prove ſatisfactory, I 
conſider this as the laſt neceſlary effort of my 
exertions. You «re now finally to determine 

N G . 


( 98) 

whether I have hitherto been en gaged in a 
fruitleſs enterpriſe, and in vain endeavours 
to do you ſervice. That I have laboured in 

your vineyard is well known to you all; but 

with what ſucceſs, and whether I have been 
uſefully employed, remains with you to de- 
clare. The hour of retribution is at hand, 

Not that I aſk, or expect, or indeed, were 
the fame in my offer, would accept other 
reward, than that which I hope to take in 
common with yourſelves, under favour of the 
' preſent deſign. At a moment like this, the 
moſt awful of my life, when with the fears 
of a culprit, though not with his guilt, I ſtand 
trembling before you, nothing could ſupport 
me under the preſſure of that anxiety which 1 
feel for the impending fate of this queſtion, 
and the burden of ſuch heavy accuſations 
| againſt me, but a conſciouſneſs of fair inten, 
tion, of ſincere and diſintereſted zeal in the 
' ſervice of the public.----Accuſations not indeed 
openly, and manfully brought forward, but 

left with timid caution to the conſtruction of 
others, as neceſſary deductions from difcourfe | 
ſeemingly caſual, but framed in reality, with 
infinite art and addrefs, for that particular 
purpoſe. It is a vulgar phraſe, and I will 


tw) 


not ſpeak ſo diſreſpe&fully as to apply it to 
any man, but of theſe allegations I muſt needs 
take the liberty of faying,---Give them but 
rope, they will hang themſelves. I am aware, 
Gentlemen, of the ſeverity of this ſentence; 
but when I have ſtated to you the particulars 
of the caſe, if you think I have judged amiſs. 
2 ſtand here 0 correction. 


I fay then that to bannt as ſome have 
done, that I have proceeded thus far without 
hope of ſucceſs, is in my humble opinion to 
pronounce me ſenſeleſs or inſane; and that T 
think is not your meaning. To alledge that I 
have no wiſh to ſucceed, is to fay that I am 
void of ſincerity, and that, I truſt, you will 
not ſay. To aſſert that I have put myſelf for- 
ward upon this occaſion, in fond expectation 
of making a favourable diſplay of ſuch flender 
| talents as have fallen to my lot, what is this 
but to ſay, that I am the weakeſt and moſt 
vain of mankind; and at a time of life, when 
the judgment of other men is only ripened 
to perfection, that mine has gone back, or 
run wholly to decay. For, ſurely, in the 
wide range of nature, there cannot be pro- 
duced an inſtance of greater folly and pre- 
G2 - 
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dumptios, than for me to imagine, that 4 
ſubject, which is of itſelf an intellectual feaſt, 
full of flavour and poignancy, could ſtand in 
| need of the inſipid ſeaſoning of my harangues 4 
to make it relith upon your Phun, 


'T 0 0 f that I have taken e of the 
author s concealment, to ſhare with him i in the 
praiſe of his performance, or what is ſtill 
worſe, to engroſs it wholly to my uſe, is to 
exhibit me in a point of view that is truly 
ridiculous. It im plies that I have arrayed 
myſelf in borrowed plumes, in order, ſelf 
important thus to ſtrut and ſtare before you, 
But if I have done this, if I have ever at- 
tempted by word or deed, directly or indi- 
rectly to induce a belief that I myſelf was he, 
when I was no other than a counterfeit, let 
my accuſer ſtand forth, and I will give him 
ſuch proof of his error, of as * poet ex- 
. it, 6 


Such - IR proof, that henceſorth he wall fear 
To tax my wrath, and own my conduct clear, 


Do not miſtake me, Gentlemen, it is not 
my meaning to lay under reſtraint the con- 
jectures of any man, it is not in my power, 


and às little is it my wich to do ſo; all of 
Which I complain i is; that I have been accuſed 
of giving encouragement to their particular 
: direction. While the matter is in doubt, the 
: ſpeculative mind; for its own entertainment, 


or that of others, may ſpin without offence 


his web or cobweb of ſurmiſe ; which of the 


two it may prove I will not take upon me to 


determine; its real value can only then be 
known, when in the fulneſs of time the author 

| ſhall think fit to reveal himſelf, Hitherto 
there has been no filiation, no one yet has 
either owned or diſavowed relationſhip,---the 
child is therefore yours to-day; tis his to- 
morrow, the next it may be mine, and thus 


by turns the credit which it gives is ſhared 


amongſt us. So let it be- -I can have no ob- 
jection to thi 
ſo far as it co 


diſtribution; to more than this, 
Ferris 1 I do object. 


It is the author's preſent will to lie con- 
cealed---'tis fo exprefſed. Does any one be- 


lieve that this proceeds from whim ? Can you 


imagine that he is either afraid, or that he 
need be aſhamed to make himſelf known? 
Then wherefore ſhould we grudge him this 


indulgence ? There is but one good reaſon 


G 3 
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on which to cad a with that it was otherwiſe, 
which is, that the public in the mean time 
are deprived of the benefit of his ſervices. 
Yet poſſibly we err in this conjecture. Be- 
cauſe he is unknown, it does not follow, 

that he has hitherto been inactive, or that he 
is not at this time in ſome place, employed 
in forwarding the great work which he has ſet 
on foot, as effectually, and perhaps more ſo, 
than if he were here ſtanding in confeſiion 
before ou. ar be it from me, then, to 
attempt to draw the veil aſide; and further 
ſtül, to ſay or do ought which might create 
A ſuſpicion, that I was aſſuming to myſelf 
what belonged to another. Let who will, 
therefore, have the merit of preparing the 
diſh, - be it remembered, that I have put in 
my claim to no other, than that which apper- 
tains to the very humble occupation of bring - 
ing it to your table, and placing it before 
you. Except, indeed, that I have endeavour- 
ed, by every perſuaſion in my power, to 
prevail upon you to eat thereof ; fully con- 
vinced that it is not only wholeſome food, and 
conducive to health, but neceſſary to life ; 
that without it you muſt die, not indeed the 
death of the righteous, but if you feel con- 
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viction the fame as I do, of the worſt of 

parricides, of men who wilfully embrue their 
hands in the blood of their e 


1 will. now 83 out, it is no time to be 
mealy-mouthed: Have you no feeling ? Are 
you palſied? Are all your faculties benumb- 


ed? Have you not eyes or ears, have you 


not ſeen and heard, or does it remain with 
me to acquaint you, that a confederacy is 
formed, that the clergy are united to a man 
- againſt us, that they have entered into a ge- 
neral ſubſcription in ſupport of their cauſe, 
not the cauſe of religion; otherwiſe we ſhould 
_ gladly have borne a part; but to do that 
on which a curſe has been entailed from the 
| beginning---to move their neighbour's land mark 
---and ſhall we not confederate likewiie, ſhall 
ve not bodily oppoſe this irreligicus deſign ? 
Or will you wait fingly, wrapped up in flcr.., 
and ſtupid inſenſibility, till it comes to your 


particular turn to feel the painfui effects of 


that cruel perſecution, which is raiſed by the 


church againſt us? If ſuch is your determina- 


tion, you are indeed deſerving of the worſt 
that c: can betal you 1n that relpedt, 
G 4 
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1 to public matters You ſee the preſent 

1 jou of the funds? Bankruptry and rebellion 
Hare us full in the face ! and by what means 

is it propoſed to avert theſe dire calamities ? 

By economy, and a finking fund. * Oeco- 
.nomy | of whom? Of miniſters l And are you 
ſtill that eaſy, fond, believing people? Are 
you ſtill willing to truſt your ſalvation to the 
3 Oeconomy of ene; ſo often tried in vain? 
After the experience which you have had of 
ſo many years, of ſo many men, of ſo many 

broken promiſes, you cannot ſurely be ſuch 

_ egregious dupes, as not to perceive, that thoſe 

who have propoſed a ſinking fund for that 

- purpoſe, had no other meaning but to throw 

} dirt in your eyes, that you might not purſue 
L il and overtake them in their tract of iniquity. 
| It is, indeed, moſt truly called a ſinking fund; 
it is a fund that would fink this, or any nation; 
it is the fund of corruption. By doing that 
which I have recommended, you will relieve 
_ miniſters from the trouble of looking out for 
reſources; and if they are wiſe, and are up- 
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d * See Mr. Fox's ſpeech on the addrefs, as printed in the 
Londod papers. See alſo ſimilar declarations from the 


preſent Chanczllor of tae ener Mr. Pitt. 
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"rlght/ they will adopt- the beende for ene own 
_ as well as the i OY 


Vow vin likewiſe emancipate yourſelves from 
the influence of that power, which they muſt 
ever retain over the reſolutions of men, to wind 
them to their purpoſe, while they continue to 
have the fingering of the public money. It is 
a power not fit to be truſted in the hands of any 
man, or ſet of men. All that have yet been 
concerned have invariably abuſed it, and as all 
have, the fair preſumption is, that all will 
continue to do ſo. Till this is done away, 
there is no redemption for us; and when 
*tis done away, you have cut up corruption 
by the root, that baleful plant, which ſickens 
all our virtue. Miniſters will not open their 
private purſe in ſupport of venal adherents, 
and there is none elſe that will be left in their 
reach. I do believe the preſent miniſter * 
is an honeſt man, and as ſuch I contemplate 
his ſituation. with . pleaſure, and look up to 
| him with a joyful hope of ſupport. But whe- 
ther I am founded in this opinion or not, it 
is our duty to unite, and enforce perfor- 


| * The Dale af Portland. 
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mance. - The love of our country, and the 
great law of nature, the law of ſelf-preſerva- 


tion, demands it of us. I have ſaid it before, 
and I repeat it again, there is no other alter- 


native. > You muſt either do this, or ſome- 
thing to this effect, or miſchief will enſue, 


fuch as the ſun's all-piercing eye hath not 
yet looked upon in this iſland. To prevent 
which, by rouſing you from the ſlumbers of 
felt- ſecurity, by pointing to your danger, and 
to the means of eſcape, and not, as ſome 


would have you believe, to pull the nodding 


ruin on your heads, have I left the ſhades f 
retirement; - quitting that, which to me is 
a paradiſe, that to which I ſhall return, hav- 
ing effected my purpoſe, not only without 
regret, but with rapture, like unto that which 
is felt, after painful ſeparation, by hearts well 


tuned to one another. 


25 What I am now faying reminds me of 
another circumſtance more material to be 
* diſcuſſed, and fully explained, than any which 
I have hitherto touched upon, as in all pro- 
bability the fate of the day will hinge there- 
n.---It is laid to my charge that I cheriſh, 
and give entertainment to ambitious thoughts. 


„(1% On 


To 1 Ianſwer---I am not indeed W 


ambition, but it is not of that caſt of which 


I am accuſed. But what if it were? While 


it is kept within due bounds, while the 


object is neither unlawful, nor unbecoming 


my ſtation, by what logic can it conſtitute a 


crime? If mere ambition is a fin, which of 


you will throw the firſt ſtone? A ſeat in par- 
liament is ſaid to be my aim: admitting that 
it is, does any one object? Have I not pre- 
tenſions? However deficient in ability, you 
perceive that I have the will to ſerve the 
public; and the ſituation in which I ſtand, 


in point of fortune, thanks to the prudent 


care of my parents, has placed me far 
above any temptation to do the thing 
which is wrong. And are not theſe the 
neceſſary ee of which the repre- 
. ſentatives of the people ſhould be compoſ- 


ed? But it 1s whiſpered. that I aſpire to 
the honor of obtaining this mark of diſtinc- 


tion, by means of your particular favor. 
Ay! there is the rub! There are others who 
entertain ambitious thoughts, which- inter- 


fere and are incompatible with thoſe which 


are attributed to me. It is therefore neceſ- 


fary to depreciate me in the opinion of the 


* 


world, to repreſent me ſelfiſh and defigning 


ulated I do not appear before you in my 
proper charadter---that I am not. the diſin- 
tereſted perſon I would pam upon your cre- 


' dulity---that Iam here in diſguiſe that I have 
only taken up this queſtion as a fit ſubject 
for popular declamation, hoping thereby to 
wheedle myſelf into favour, and turn your at- 
tention: aſide from others which are more de- 
ſervin g---that the public advantage is a mere 
pretence ;---in a word, that I have no other 
meaning but to ſerve myſelf. What! That I 
have blaſphemed my country's facred name, 
by making uſe of it as a cat's paw=--as a ſtalk- 
ing horſe---as a ſtep-ladder to preferment ! 


Periſh the thou ght! And he that harboured 


it=--may heaven forgive. And will you then, 


to, give the argument its ſcope and will 
you then betray your country's cauſe to keep 
a. wretch like me, a worthleſs individual down? 
It cannot be: or if it can, it muſt not be; a 
crune like this would blot the faireſt fame. 
The commiſſion of which having it in my 


power to prevent, there would indeed be good 


room for complaint were I not to interpoſe. 
Then hear me while I ſpeak. If there is 
honor, truth, or faith in man, believe me, 


- 
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Gentlemen, I haye no private ends to anſwer : 
H have no aim but that which is the im- þ 


mediate object of the deſign before us---I have 
no views but ſuch as are obvious and 1 


t0 you all. And however abſurd it may ſeem 
formally to reject that Which has never yet 
been in my offer, the peculiar circumſtances of 


the caſe warrant the proceeding. I do there 
fore, here, in your preſence, not only diſclaim 


every intention of the kind which ſome have 
imputed to me, but do utterly renounce and 

abjure the idea. Neither do I pretend to make 
a merit of this; it is an eaſy ſacrifice when duty 
and inclination go hand in hand. For in truth, 
all that I feel of ambition, is to have it in my 
power to effect ſomething in my journey through 
life, of eſſential ſervice to my country: and Rath 
5 ing ſucceeded, all I would aſk in return, is to 
be permitted to take back with me to my re- 
treat the comfort it would yield me. And 
now, Gentlemen, that I have diſburdened 


my mind, and cleanſed myſelf thoroughly i 
from all my political ſins, whether real or im- 


puted, and removed that obſtacle which alone 


could operate as a bar of ſeparation between 
Us, I tr uſt there will not be found, upon the 
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preſent queſtion, two minds in this company. 


In full confidence of which, of your hearty 


and unanimous ſupport, I ſhall venture without 
- farther heſitation to move, | 


That the petition which was produced at the 
meeting at Alnwick, and is now before you, 


be .approved and adopted 100 this reſpectable 
meetin 8. 


THIS motion being ſeconded 1 by Mr. John 
Aſkew, the petition was read; and no one 


. rifing in oppoſition, the opinion of the com- 


pany was taken from the ſhew of hands, 
which in the firſt ipſtance appeared to be 
doubtful, but upon a ſecond diviſion was clear- 
17 againſt the motion. And thus was this 
great queſtion loſt, for the preſent, by a flent 
vote. 


Nov. 27, 1783. 


— . 
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AFTER ſo much previous ſucceſs, the : 
failure in this Jaſt inſtance requires explana- 
tion. The fact I find is this. Agreeable to 
the reſolution entered into at Alnwick, ap- 
plication was made to the late high-ſheriff, 
* a gentleman of faireſt fame, of unimpeached 
integrity, who, ſtrange as it may ſeem in a 
perſon of that deſcription, and ſtranger {till in 
one that favoured the deſign, refuſed, upon 
ſome miſtaken opinion of informality, to call 
the county together. This unſoreſcen, this 
inavertable event, diſconcerted the parties, 
deranged their plan, and ſeemed to threaten 
danger, It was therefore proceeded againſt 
as an evil, whereas in fact it was no other- 
wiſe an evil, than as it was made to produce 
one. The ſhip now fairly launched, and wait- 
ing for a wind, ſecurely might have rode a 
while at anchor. Inſtead of this, an expe- | 
dient was thought of, which brought about 
the wreck of the veſſel, even in the body of 
the harbour. A meeting was again advertiſed 
in a private name, which was evidently a work 
of ſupererogation, the propoſal; having already | 
received the ſufficient approbation of private 


» William Hargrave, Eſq; Stawdun, 


_ meetings, Gentlemen who were aware of 
this, abſented themſelves, avoiding the trou- 
dle of a needleſs jaunt. Others who were 
preſent took no part in the buſineſs. Of thoſe 

who voted, the whole together did not amount 
to twenty four; the number in oppoſition muſt 
clearly, then, at any rate, have been too incon- 
ſiderable to prove deciſive. From which cir- 
cumſtance, and from the known zeal of the 
ſupporters of this meaſure, I am confident there 
can be no ſuch idea entertained as that of ac- 
quieſcence under the preſent determination. I 
| thall therefore look forward with eager expec- 
tation of further and better tidings from that 
quarter. Hoping, wiſhing, praying in the 
mean time, to hear at fome not diſtant period, 
that the hove of preſent caſe and emolument, that 
gangrene of the heart, which alone can pre- - 
vent the progreſs of .this deſign, has abated its 

1 _ virulence, and left that noble part, from theſe 

*5mpuritics made clean, to act upon the will, for 
general good, as Nature's God deſigned it, 
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A S we have now ſeen all that 1s meant 
to be done at preſent by the Miniſter 
for the relief of this oppreſſed country, it 
behoves us to examine how far his good en- 
deavours are likely to prove effectual to. the 


end propoſed, viz. the gradual diminution of the 7 


National Debt. e 
- 


17 716 T 1 

And i in order to give every poſſible TN 
tage to the plan produced, let us ſuppoſe, 
that in every ſacceeding period of twenty- ; 
eight years we ſhall have no more to en- 
_ counter than eight years of war, and that 
thoſe eight years of war ſhall be preceded in- 
variably by twenty years of peace. Let us 
ſuppoſe farther, that all things reſpecting the 
revenue ſhall have gone on ſo ſmoothly, that 
in the courſe of twenty-eight years we ſhall . 
have paid off by purchaſe fifty millions of our 
debt, and that forty of thoſe fifty ſhall have 
been paid off during, the term of the twenty 
years Peace. 
Tt is obvious from theſe premiſes, that our 
ſituation at the ſuppoſed commencement of 
the next war will be this: that over and:' 
above what is neceflary to defray the ordinary 
expences of Government, over and above the 
intereſt of the remaining debt, and the mil- 
on to be applied to the ſinking fund, we 
ſhall have in hand to begin the war a revenue 
of 1,600,0001. per annum ariſing from the 
| Intereſt of the _— millions * up by 
Government. | Z 


3 
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"Hot 8 then that the war ee +: 
ſhall amount communibus annis to 9,600,000, 
it would ſeem that the whole deficient ſum to 
be borrowed yearly would be eight millions, 
But the fact is otherwiſe, for the whole of the 
revenue in hand cannot be applied, even the 
firſt year of the war, to war diſburſements ; 
A certain proportion of it muſt neceſſarily be 
| ſet aſide to pay the year's intereſt of the 
money to be then immediately raiſed. A 
farther portion of it muſt in like manner be ſet 
aſide the ſecond year of the war to pay the 
Intereſt of the money to be borrowed that 
S; year; and in this manner we ſhall have to 
proceed year after year till the whole is again 
appropriated, which will take place about the 
fifth year of the war; at which period we 
| ſhall be brought back to the preciſe point from 
| which we had ſtarted five and twenty years 
before. So that even ſuppoſing we might 
then be able to put an end to the war, it ap- 
pears, that, ſo far from having adyanced, we 
ſhall not have budged in all that time one 
ſingle ſtep forward in relief of our country: 
that is to ſay, our debt will be the ſame it is 
now, and our revenue will be the ſamg, yields 
ing no ſurplus but that which it now yields, 
H 4 
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2 of one million per annum for the finking uml. 
Our only conſolation will therefore be this, 


that we are not in any worſe ſituation than we 
were in the year 1786, when the plan of, re- 
demption was ſet on foot. 


* 


But by our computation | we PRESS yet to 


reckon upon three years of war to be carried 


on altogether with borrowed money, and of 
courſe that all conſolation will fail us, inaſ- 
much as we ſhall have to ſet ourſelves down 


at the end of twenty-eight years near thirty 


millions of money more in debt, and in that 


proportion more burdened with taxes than we 


are at preſent. From which it follows, that 
ſo far from its operating to our relief, the pub- 
lic debt, under management of the plan pro- 
poſed by the Miniſter, will continue in a pro- 
greſſive ſtate of increaſe of one hundred mil 
lions every hundred "city 12 


: a 


N ak is this all, hunter 2 alarm- 


2 


ing it may ſeem; neither is this, I ſay, the 


whole extent of the miſchief which may over- | 


tike us: for we have hitherto proceeded. in 


this inquiry, upon a ſuppoſition that the 
periods of peace and war ſhall in future be to 


one e in the ſettled proportion of 4 


to twenty. Nay we have gone farther, we. 


have even ſuppoſed a caſe in which the pro- 


portion of years on the' favourable fide is as 


four to one, and yet what has reſulted from 


theſe ſuppoſitions ? An unavoidable accumu- 


lation of debt in the firſt inſtance ; and in the 


ſecond, no farther accumulation indeed, 
neither any diminution of debt or burdens. 
Viewing it therefore in its moſt favourable 
light, the plan propoſed goes at leaſt to this, 


===To eftabhſh in this country a ber petuicy of 


payment to the preſent amount, 


But to chat - more than this will it £0, if 
it ſhall ſo happen in future as it has hitherto 
befallen us for a ſeries of years, that the periods 


. of peace and war ſhall be nearly upon an equa- 
lity? To what then muſt we look forward, 
but to ſpeedy and inevitable ruin! What if a 
twenty- years peace ſhall be ſucceeded by a 
nineteen years war? We have ſeen already, 


that in five years of war we hall have eaten up 


all the hoarded proviſions of a twenty-years 


peace, and of courſe that \ve ſhell have to run 


in arrear for the remainder of the term at 
the rate of 9,500,000]. per annum, which in 


y wy Wav en a —* > 
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Wee years will accumulate a freth debt of 
134,400,000]. Admitting, therefore, that by 
means of the finking fund, and other contin- 
gencies, we ſhall have paid off in the courſe of 
the laſt fourteen years of the war 34, 400, oool. 
there will yet remain one hundred millions, 
to be added in leſs than forty years, to the 
preſent enormous bulk of the national debt | 
How much farther then are we diſtant than 
this 41 from the tremendous criſis of car 
country's fate? 9 55 ö | 
| Let-us now take up the matter upon that 
idea of Mr. Pitt's which is moſt fattering to 
our hopes ; let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that 
the powers of Europe ſhall have laid aſide for 
a while all jealouſy of this country; let us ſup- 
poſe them to have fo far loſt fight of any dan- 
ger to themſelves from our aggrandiſement, - 
as to have abſtained induſtriouſly from all occa- 
fion of quarrel with us for eight and twenty 
years, in order thereby more effectually to ena- 
ble us to recover our ſtrength, and make 
ourſelves formidable. Let us ſuppoſe farther; 
that we 01 our part ſhall have conducted our- 
_ ſelves in a manner ſo wary, wiſe, and inof- 
&nfive, as to have ſurniſhed them with no 
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n of prefence whatever to commence: fake 
tilities with us in all that time. Let us alſo 
' ſuppoſe that we ſhall have paid off in eight 
and twenty years ſuch a proportion of our debt, 


as that over and above the ordinary expences 


of Government, the intereſt of the remaining 
debt, and the million to be applied to the 
ſinking fund, we ſhall have a revenue in hand 


to begin the war of 3. 000, oool. per annum 
Even in this caſe, which is the moſt favourable 


that can be ſuppoſed, we ſhall only have to 
_ revolve in a circle of thirty-ſeven years inſtead 
of twenty five; for in nine years of war we 


| ſhall return again to that identical point from 


which it is now propoſed we ſhould take our 


departure. But what certainty: have we, or 
what probability is there that we ſhall be able * 
to put an end to the war at that moſt critical 


period? And if it ſhall come to paſs, that, in- 


ſtead of a nine years war, we ſhall have a war 


of fourteen years, which is only half the term of 


the ſuppoſed preceding peace, an additional 


debt will, be incurred of fifty millions, with 


burdens of courſe proportioned thereto, But 


what if it ſhall ſo happen, which is not un- 
likely, that after a peace of eight and twenty 
years from this time, which, with the four 
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years i of peace already gone, will make an in- 
rerval of thirty-two years between the cloſe of i 
the laſt war and the beginning of the next; . 

it ſhall ſo ha ppen, I fay, that we ſhall then 
have to ſucceed to a nineteen years war, We 
ſhall find ourſelves, at the end of that war 
which is before the expiration of halfa century 

from this time, one hundred millions more in 

debt than we are at this moment: at which 
rate, could it even be poſſible for us to keep 
our legs ſo long, the whole income of England, 


pile of the finking fund, would be ſpent and 
out- run in a ww few Centuries! 


_ We have now ſeen beak the light * 11 
dark ſide of the propoſition before us: we 
have ſeen, that in bare poſhbility it may pre- 
vent an increaſe, but that it cannot at any rate 
effect a diminution of the national debt. But 
is this all which we have ſcen? Have we not 
ſeen likewiſe, that the greater probability is, 

that it cannot by any means operate to prevent 

. the ruin of this country? Let us turn away, 

5 however, for the preſent, from this laſt reflec- 
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tion; let us take off our eyes from the darker 
| fide, and place them on that only which is moſt 
enlightened: let us weigh and contemplate 
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the meaſure i in its beſt effects. Even in 45 
light conſidered, the utmoſt it can do for us 
will not mend our condition; all it can do will 
| only be to prevent us from growing worſe. 
And is this enough? Will it content us to be 
told, that all which there is of comfort in this 
plan, and all which there is of advantage to be 
derived from it to this country, under circum- 
ſtanees the moſt favourable, amounts bat to 
this That neither ourſelves, nor our poſterity, 
| ſhall be more or ke W Seckau than we are at 
#025 moment EN 5 

4 have 70 5 to requeſt before I con- 
clude this addreſs, that credit may be given me 
for the unfeigned fincerity of the following de- 
claration,---That I have not taken upon me to 
advance theſe truths, for fuch I believe them to be, 
with any other de An whatever but to ferve, by 
Jo doing, the general intereſt. I have too con- 
: ſiderableya ſtake, independent of that love 
which I bear my country, to have any wiſh to 
obſtruct the operation of ſalutary meaſures; but 
for the fame good reaſon it is, that I cannot 
look with an eye of indifference on thoſe prg- 
ceedings which I am uri perſuaded _ a 
PORtFACY tendency. 
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. any one fhould ſay in b that che 


plan recommended by the Miniſter has this ad 


vantage at leaſt, that it is better than no plan 


at all, and that it very ill becomes me, or 
any perſon, to find fault with it who cannot 
produce a better; J haye only to anſwer to 


ſuch reaſoning, that it is quite ſaperfluous for 
me to declare what opinions T hold reſpecting 


the moſt feaſible mode of paying our debt; 
the world are already in poſſeſſion of my Fl 
iments on that ſubject, * Admitting therefore 
the propriety of ſuch reaſoning, it will not, 
However, apply; to me in the caſe before us, who 


humbly conceive that a much better plan than 


that which is now produced has Wr been 
Nad before 01 . | | 
2 

Beßder, the fact is, that 1 do not iet 
10 the Miniſter's plan on any other account 


than that of its weakneſs and inefficacy. It 


would anſwer the end propoſed if the ſurplus 
was large enough; ; but how to encreaſe the 
ſurplus ſufficiently 1 without bending. our necks, | 
already too much bowed, till we touch the 
Ech, is nat eaſy to be deviled. There are 


u gee the Propoſal for the — of the National Debt 4n 
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but two ways that occur to me of effecting 
this; the firſt is, that all men ſhould deter- 


mine forthwith to be honeſt and true to the 


| State; in which caſe Thee no ust but 30g 
the a Is. Foils on rn ee I 1258 
beg leave to be excuſed from naming it, be- 
cauſe Jam clearly of opinion it will not be 
adopted; and that if I was to explain myſelf, 
it would anſwer” no other end but to bring 
cluſtered about my ears all the drones in the 


kingdom, or, at Jeaſt, all the n of ſu- 5 


| * . 


Having now, , therefore, en that the Mi- 
; niſter's plan of a million ſurplus is big with 
diſappointment at leaſt, + if not with ruin to 


this coutry;—that it cannot in any courſe of © 


events, which we can reckon upon, be pro- 
ductive of any 3 conſequences whatever; 


3 The aboligjon of all great ſinecure places whether | in Church 
or State. 


3 The burſting of that bubble which the Miniſter had blown 

evinces the truth of this obſervation; for now it is clear to all the 
| yorld from the circumſtance of the new lcan, that the boaſted ſurplus 
is mere deluſion, and that ſo far from diminiſhing tue debt, we are 
abſolutely adding to ir in time of peace. 


that It may Reed 8 to 8 us for ry 
While i in our emaciated ſtate, but that it can- 
not at any rate reſtore us to health---Having 
ſhewn beſides, that in all likelihood we may be 
thus entertained by it in a fool's paradiſe till 
death at once ſhall overtake us; or even ſup» 
poſing that we may be able to ſurviye repeated 
ſhocks, that we have nothing to look forward 
to but diſtreſs and beggary, inaſmuch as the 
whole of our poſſeſſions would: be ſpent in a 
period of no great length---Having ſhewn 
theſe things, it is now, when the eyes of all 
men are open to ſee and diſtinguiſh the truth, 
when their underſtandings are convinced that 
they look up in vain for ſalvation in any other 
way, it is now, I ſay, that I am more than 
ever encouraged to hope that the good people 
of England, uniting together in the cauſe of 
their country, will, without farther loſs of 
time, require that at the hands of their rulers, 
which never can fail us, which muſt prove 
effectual fair dliſtribution of the Mane 


Debt. 


Abril 24, 1786, 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


* 


1 0 Hear, cbeded: to the plan of diſtri | 


buting the debt in the manner propoſed, * 
that it will lay a perpetual rent- charge upon 


the property of this country. But have we 


not ſeen that the Miniſter's plan will do the 
very ſame thing, if it does no worſe; only 


with- this difference, that it will do fo to a 


much greater amount? Then let any man, 


who has the faculty of diſtinguiſhing between 


right and wrong, determine this point; let 


him ſay which of the two plans is to be pre- 
ferred; that which is the greater evil, or that 
which is infinitely leſs; that which eſtabliſhes 


a payment in perpetuity, ſubject to all the 
well-known diſadvantages of the preſent ſyſtem 


of finance, or that which eſtabliſhes not only 
a much ſmaller payment of the ſame kind, 


but one that is clear of all the others diſadvan- 


tages; M and to which is annexed, all that there 


is of good 1 in the oppolite ſcale ;-=-which, in 
truth, -is every advantage that can poſſibly 


flow * to. us from the circumſtance of a nation | 


z 


t 


9 


— 


„ See the * which is here alluded to, in 2 fr part of this 
publication, 


? 
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lle this being clear of debt. Let him Se 


mine, I fay, which of the two plans is to be 


* — 


preferred, that which involves the continuance 5 


Tot debt and taxes, and in all likelihood 


their farther increaſe, or that which in one 


moment will ſet the nation at large, in reſpect 
of its debt, which ſecures the abolition of all 


taxes in time of peace, and which, by a tem- 
porary revival of them in time of war only, 
ſupercedes the neceflity of plunging again into 
difficulties. Let him ſay, whether the prefe- 


rence is due to that plan which bears us down 


with its weight, (the preſſure of which has 


never been fairly eſtimated at leſs than fifty 
per cent.) or to that which will preſs with a 
weight of ſixteen per cent. only, ſuppoſing | 


the income of England to be no more than 


ſixty millions per annum, and leſs than ten 
per cent. if the income i is one hundred millions, 


as a noble Lord * has given us encouragement 


to hope. It is needleſs for me to ſay where 


the preference is due: and if it goes in favour 


of the latter plan, + under ſuch circumſtances | 
| *, wah here en bed, how much more 


„ Lord N euhaven i in x his late patriotic addreſs to the putlic. | 


| + See the FO which i i 5 alluded to, in the firſt part of this 


| collection. 
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Wa it do fo when we conſider that the Mi- 
niſter's plan does, indeed, create a perpetuity 
beyond relief ; whereas the other is no more 
_ a perpetuity than a mortgage is ſuch, from 
which every man of prudence may gradually 
| relieve himſelf. * The only i improvement which 
I ſhall venture to ſuggeſt is this, ---that inſtead 
of providing for the annual exigencies of war 
by a temporary revival of taxes, whoſe addi- 
tional preflure would be fifty per cent. at leaſt, 
that the annual ſupplies ſhould be raiſed dur- 
ing the continuance of our troubles by a pound 
rate, which, at ten per cent. would accumu- 
late more money into the Treaſury than all the 

taxes, be eaſier collected, and fit lighter upon 
us an the 825 proportion of five to one. 


. 95 IF Ses page #5. 


SUPPLEMENTS: 


THAT delay which has unavoidably grown 
out of the requiſite preſs correction of theſe 
remarks has given me time, before they are 
finally ſubmitted to the public opinion, to caſt 
my eye over Earl Stanhope's obſervations on 


12 
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7 the ſame ſubject. And it is now, with all due 
| « deference to his Lodfhip' s Sreat abilities, that 
I :ake upon me to tap, that his Lordſhip's plan 
recommended to us in lieu of that which he 
reprobates, * weighed together with events 
which muſt neceſſarily be taken into the ſame 
ſcale of conſideration, is not equal to the ac» 
5 compliſhment of what it profeſſes. His Lord · 
ſhip ſtates, if I do net miſconceive his mean- 
ing, that the v hole national debt will be paid 
off by the operation of his plan in fifty-one 
years. from the preſent time: by which I un- 
derſtand, that the nation will then be clear 
of debt. But is not this to beg a queſtion, in 
the firſt place, which cannot be granted, and 
afterwards to reaſon and draw concluſions from 
thence, as if it were really affented to and al 
lowed? Does it not pre-ſuppoſe this circum- 
| ſtance, (which, indeed, is eſſential to his pur- 
poſe,) that theſe fifty-one years ſhall be years 
of peace? But who is there that will admit 
concluſions which are drawn upon truſt of this 
moſt improbable ſuppoſition ! Or who is it 
that will not rather fuppoſe that one half of 
thoſe years may be years of war ? And in ſuch 
\ caſe, who does not fee how materially diſſe- 5 


* 


* * 


* * Mr. Pitt's. 
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rent. our ſituation will be, at the. end of TA : 
one years, from that which we have heard de- 


ſeribed 5 the noble Earl Stan dope 


OY n, ad dition, 3 to 47 gen 2 5 5 
who have been brought forward by his Lord- 
ſhip * in review be ore us, let us ſuppoſe. an 
eighth perſon to ſtand forth and ſay, That 4 
good Plan is that; +. which, i is.ſo far from mak- 

ing it neceſſary. for us to wait with patient ſuf- 
: fering the gradual decreaſe, of our preſent in- 
cumbrances.; ;---Wwhich. is ſo far from.depreſſing; 
us with fears, that before the propoſed dimi- 
nution could in any very ſenſible degree be 
0 brought about, Ws ſhould. be called upon 
again to ſwell the bulk of what remained in 
fenfold proportion to the annual decreaſe; - 
which is ſo far from bringing convi 0 to our 
mind, that all we can do will be doing no 
more than to ſtave off for a while the evil 
day, which, ſure as death, and in point of 
time as life uncertain, muſt come upon this. 
country ;===Which i is ſo far from holding out to 
us this moſt pitiable conſolation only, that 
although it may N ſo N that: Our» 


* See Earl Stanhope's -ublicar 5 
+ His Foruſtip? s phraſe. 
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| ſelves may not live to ſee the tremendous con- 
clufion of this buſineſs, yet that our laſt mo- 
ments muſt neceſſarily be imbittered with this 
reflection, that it cannot be ſhifted from our 
immediate ſucceſſors, but that thoſe who are 
_ deareſt to us muſt drink to the dregs this cup 
of affliction ;---which is ſo far from haunting _ 
us through life with endleſs. apprehenſions of 
impending danger, and torturing us in death- 
with viſions of woe, to be realized on our 
children ;---which is ſo far, I fay, from giving 
us occaſion to look forward to certainties like 
theſe, which, whoever ſhall live to ſee, will 
but lengthen his days to lament his exiſtence; 3 
=-=that a good plan is that, and that only is a 
| good one in our fituation, which at once will | 
remove our fears, give caſe to the ſubject, 
and ſtrength to the ſtate ; which af once will 
free the nation from debt, and exterminate' 
taxes: and;which, to crown the whole, will af 
once provide ſuch inexhauſtible and ready 
ſupplies in time of war, as ſhall utterly and for 
ever extinguiſh the abborred idea of @ national 


debt. 


Mr. Pitt's plan is evidently not that Plan, 
neither is Earl Stanhope's, nor yet Mr. Fox's; 


„ oe wk 

but derb is a plan which no man has pub- 
licly fathered, * but which, in truth, will 
do all that is here required of a good plan; 
and as the author of it expreſſes himſelf, will, 
by ſo doing, reflore us in one moment, without 
dread of relapſe from long laſt health, to ſtrength 
and vigour little Fu 955 immortalit 2 See 


page W 
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„The Filiation has at length taken place, for the circumſtance of 
concealment was beginning to operate miſchievouſly. A jealouſy 
had ariſen that there muſt certainly be more in the plan than met 
the eye, ſome conſciouſneſs of wrong that deterred the Author 
from ſhewing his face. Belides, it was differently viewed by diffe- 
Tent parties: the friends of Miniſtry conſidered it as an attack 
upon the Premier; Oppoſition conſidered it as a mere miniſterial 
production. Beſet on each hand in this manner by ſtrong contra- 
diQory accuſations, all progreſs of courſe was effectually barred. 
But yet thoſe jarrings were not without their uſe; they furniſhed 
light to the unprejudiced mind to diſcern, that in no poſſihility 
could either the one party or the other have had any thing to do 
with the propoſal i in queſtion. But, in order to ſmooth the way to 
a general concurrence of ſentiment, ſomething more was neceſ- 
ſary to be done by which to clear the ground of fears and jea- 
louſies on every ſide ; and that in no other way could be effected 
than by an avowal on the part of the Author, by which the minds 
of men being effectually relieved, the expectation became reaſon- 
able, that one and all would return calmly to the conſideration of a 
' queſtion which profeſſes no leſs than to hold in its chaſte embrace 
every valuable concern that we have in life, — 
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Bron ORE I enter upon the ſabje which 
is expreſſed in the title page of this per- 
formance, it will be neceſſary to ſay a few 
words in explanation of that which has been 
advanced by me on a former occaſion, reſpect- 
ing the plan of equal diſtribution. * | 


A rumour has been circulated, that in order 
to carry the plan alluded to into full and fair 
effect, it will be neceſſary to pry into and 


* Sec the preceding Treatile, 
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rake diſcovery of every man 4 n 
It is therefore eee that if it is meant 
| Hviame Hake the” Gicovery, 
the ſcheme will be defeated, for there is no 
perſon that will voluntarily do fo; and if it is 
meant to extort the ſecret of every man's 
fituation, by legal queſtion, it is a meaſure that 
will defeat itſelf, for the dread of it will de- 
populate the iſland; not a man who is worthy 


= the name of Engliſhman will be left 1 in its con- 


fines. Neither is this all which is urged by 
the tongue of fame againſt tha propoſition; for 
ſetting aſide this circumſtance, the ſcheme is 
fraught, as fame reports, with other miſchief, 

having a direct tendency to precipitate that 
pin which it Profeſſes to avert; for what trad. 
_ ing 1 nation Hike this could poſſibly ſurvive a a . day 


| under the Banefu influence, of ſu ch a law! 


** 3 
. . „ i. i he 
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To auſwer to Ab, 1 am 5 to 8 

that Jam fo much charmed with the ſpirit of 
thoſe who thus object, that I verily think I 
could die with pleaſure in ſuch company, and 
would ſooner periſh than yield to the preflure, 
of realities like theſe, But in truth, there is 
no foundation whatever for this alarm, and 
| 2 courſe there is no ſuch romantic occaſion 


5 _ bulincks.--- vor farther ſatis faction on this 


| 7 * my 55 
exiſting; dal us to devote EW OR, a: forma. 


i no part of the plan, of which I am peaking, . 


to explore ſecrets. Private tranſactions will 


temain, for any thing that is there to be found, 


in the ſame ſtate of privacy as ever. All that is 
neceſſary to be enquired into for this good 


purpoſe. is known already. The funded in- 


come is known. and ſo is the 22 e 


of every diſtrict thr t gdom. 
Theſe are facts bid to: not "i of x cons 
cealment; and, independent of theſe, there 
are none beſide which come within notice of. 


this regulation. It is provided by the author 


of it, .in the original concoction of this deſign, 
that no queſtion ſhall be aſked of any perſon 
reſpecting his circumſtances; it is alſo provid- | 
ed, that no inquiry ſhall be made which may 
lead the way to ſuch diſcovery. Should any. 


one who heſitates bid me turn to this pro- 


viſion, my anſwer is, that it is not indeed in 
fach ſort provided by any particular clauls 1 
but the plan itſelf is ſo conſtructed, that no 

diſcovery of the kind has any connection with 
its operation, or can be of uſe in any ſtage of 


8 b 


1 N By means of f rates, | 15.5 7 


7 


= 11 
1 


© 


\ . 
e W Nr r 
1 3 
. 6h Pere" l 
«>» RAS . ty, POT _ 


N Tat A rn * 
: | \ 
Nr a7 


4 mn 


agen aye cy + „„ 
— a 2 — 


= 
oh 
o x 
* 
GOO 
75 
8. 
TT 
1 2 
_ 
1 + 
„ 
1 
b 
N 
4 a 
b i - 
0 _ ” ; 
* _ 
«7 1 5 2 
2 : 
| Þ 
_ = 
Jt 8 
tie 
" - 
l ; 
bi 4 1 
4 
* 


bead, let us trace the outline, that the pla 
che heard! in its own 9 - ex 
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It is e to tra OPT ths: e debt to 


the great body of proprietors of the known 


and viſible income of Great Britain, meaning 
thereby that particular income which ariſes 


from houſes, land, and public funds; the 
amount of which being ſtated at 60, ooo, oool. 


and the debt at 240, ooo, oool. it is obvious 


bw the debt i is ny gr to > four TIO income. 


This debt Wasted it is + farther Senn 


to make it bear intereſt of 41. per cent. and 
that thoſe perſons who are the oſtenſible pro- 
prietors of ſuch income, fhall likewiſe be the 


oſtenſible paymaſters of ſuch intereſt ; but it is 


not propoſed that they ſhall take upon them- 


ſelves the whole excluſive burden of this public 


debt. The great body:-of proprietors will 
indeed be made reſponſible for the whole 
intereſt of the debt, and each in full propor- 


tion to his nominal ſhare of income; but no 


perſon will have to pay out of his own pocket 


that full proportion of intereſt which belongs to 


his ſhare of income, except the nominal income 
which he holds is alſo to him a clear income; for 


. 8 
d. 


" 


* N 


% . 


in ſuch proportion as any man's dare gf! income 


flalls ſhort of a clear income, in like proportion 
will the amount of his payment of intereſt fall 
ſhort of that full payment for which it is pro- 
E he ſhould be made accountable. Let 
us put a caſe ;---Suppoſe a-man who is in poſ- | 
ſeſſion of 5ool. per annum to be indebted in 
ſuch a ſum, as that the intereſt of it ſhall amount 
to r0ol. per annum; in this caſe, the creditor 
or creditors will have to pay one fifth, and the 
proprietor four fifths of that lot of public inte- 
reſt which falls to the ſhare of ſuch proprietor; | 
that is to ſay, the proprietor will have to con- 
tribute as his quota 641. and the creditors as 
their quota 161. making together 8ol. per 
annum, which is the intereſt at 41. per cent. 
of 2cool. or four years income of 5col. per 


annum. But the creditors are required to 


make their particular payment to the pro- 
prietor himſelf, and to no one elſe; and in 
order to ſecure ſuch payment to the proprietor, 
who his made accountable not only for his own, 
but his creditors” ſhare, it is propoſed that he 
| ſhould be armed with a power to detain that 
full proportion of payment which by this plan 
is due from others who hold ſecurities under 


le” 
| of 
3 
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Gb no a > endl cer "wy or can e 
any concern with this part of the tranſaction, 
or need be made privy to it, the fact is ſurely | 
| proved; chat for any thing which this plan has 
to do with ſuch diſcovery, the ſecret of every 
man's fituation muſt" All continue in nia own 
e, VNR . 


——1 der now ſhewn in ith ſafe and ſecret 
manner it is propoſed to make monied men, 
| who derive an income from private ſecurities, _ 
contribute their quota to the ſtate incumbrance, 
But there is yet another very numerous, reſpec- 
table, and wealthy body of men, who do not 
appear to have been called upon by this] propo- 
fal to give their affiſtance; and theſe are the 
men whoſe money is veſted in trade and com- 
merce. But when we conſider that it is by 
means of money thus employed that we have 


been able to exalt ourſelves as we have done 


above our neighbours, and that we can, only 
hope to keep our place, and continue to flou- - 
riſh by ſuch exertions, it will certainly be ſeen, 
and acknowledged to be the true policy of this 
country, to give every poſſible encouragement 
to tnoſe who have money to employ it in that 


4 


(145 's. 
ways for in ſuch degree as the tide of come 
merce ebbs and flows amongſt. us, we. derive 
from it more or leſs conſequence in the eyes 
of the world, more or leſs ſecurity againſt the 
; deſigns of our enemies, and more or leſs ability | 
to bear the brunt of future wars, When we 
conſider, I fay, that trade and commerce is 
the tenure by which we hold all that we have 
of value, of whzever kind; that fortune, life, 
and liberty depend thereon is there 3 man 
who is ſo far loſt to a juſt ſenſe of the worth of 
theſe bleſſings as merely, from ſome favour 
ſhewn to trade, to rej. ject a plan, whoſe aim 
and object it is, and whoſe full ability to make 

2 people of us collectively ſtrong, and individu- 
ally happy, ſurpaſſing any thing of the kind 
which we have ſeen or known, or heard re- 
corded in the moſt Tg: N of 2 
country ! 


But it x may be aid, that for any thing which 
has yet appeared to the contrary, theſe ſame 
advantages might 'accrue to the ſtate, though 
trade ſhould yield its fair proportion, If any 
one ſhould ſay this, I ſhall not take upon me 
to diſpute the point with him; I ſhall only beg 


n 


(148, 1; - 
leave to obſerve, that thoſe who reaſon chu 5 
have miſconceived the matter; for that theſe | 
monies are - not as 'is ſuppoſed, exempt from f 
payment, but do actually contribute, by fur- 
niſhing a revenue in fair proportion to the ge- 
neral income which trade produces. Por 
even admitting that a return is made in this 
way of thirty millions per annum to the parties 


concerned, which at ten per cent. preſuppoſes 
a trading capital of three hundred millions, all 


that would be required of the proprietors of 
ſuch an income by the plan in queſtion, would 
be an annual payment of four per cent. upon 
a ſum that is equal to four years income. Nov 
41. per cent. upon ſuch an accumulation would 


be 4, Soo, oool. per annum, which is leſs than 


is paid in duties to the ſtate from the preſent 
circulation of money in trade, though it is 


more than is paid in net duties, the latter not 


much exceedin g. upon an average of ten years, 
ending the 5th of April 1783, 3,600, oooh 


per annum. I am told, indeed, that the 


actual receipt does not fall ſhort of 6, ooo, oool. 
per annum, and that the blame of this defal- 
cation is in a great meaſure owing to our im- 
providence in granting bounties. In order 
therefore to remove all pretence of complaint 
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er Parte it from ſuch ihr, a 
Neat of certain abuſes which I ſhall not name, 
"Except Tam called® pon, let bounties hence- 
forth ceaſe, of 1 grading intereſt will be made 5 
amends by the abolition of taxes; and let the 
produce of the cuſtoms be brought forward aß 
. to be, fully and fairly in aid of the 


Unter is inch we Qual not ont 
be fre from taxes, we ſhall not only be clear 
of debt as a nation, but as individuals we ſhall 
have to look forward with ſome degree of cer- 
| tainty to the final extinction of that incum- 
ger which former wars have entailed upon 

For in this caſe, after deductin g from the 
rota of the cuſtoms ſufficient to anſwer the 
peace eftabliſhment, there will yet remain, to 
be applied, & it ſpall Jo ſeem meet, to the gra- 

dual dimiriffition of the debt transferred, a ſum 
in a ſerve pf two millions per annum, 


Ber to peak my mind Reely, I do not con- 
ceive that it would really be of any advantage 
to this country, but quite the contrary, to diſ- 
furb the 2 es circulation of money, by pay- 
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13 to ee "Now: e all the! er 
fully anſwered by the plan þct 

| the other ed, it would ce 
» be detrimental, it, would weaken. ug. 9: 


that, which may Well be called the 
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eat and alarming degree to have fo. mgch of ; 


drawn off from the v veins ot this count N 
Which it eirculates in "health, and { 
the political body. But except we ea 
1 ſceprities to ern: the mae 
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OS 0 is Fuel to 5 ths? Ace colledt &, = "ou 
in the Bank of England halt- yearly; where dividends, a uſual, 
will be paid, and where Property of this kind ay be bongit . 
fold, dr transferred, as is now the practice; only With this 5 
difference, that it will not be ſubject to the preſent fuctuatlons, 
but will then be of a fixed value, always at par, and well ſecured, | 
for the more ſubſtantial ſecurity of land will be ſuperadded to that 
61 gorernment. It is true, the Stockbolder i is not liable to the 
Preſent land: tax- payment, but it is no leſs true that he i is liable 
to all other, payments, of which the aggregate preſſure i is at leaſt 
three times: greater than the payment here projected in lieufinf 
them. It cantiot therefore be ſuppoſed that any oppoſition, to 


* whe Ry will ariſe in chat quarter. 
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that any attempt 
A0 payment of the 
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1 | an 1g that it could: be 


6 jut as much as it would 
bleed a patient why ſtands in need 
cuation till death enſues, under mee of 
| n PILES 86 BT ene | 
All that is wanting to the full 
of our ſituation is not, as has been thought, to 
get rid of the debt, but in ſueh ſort to diſpoſe 
of it as may prevent the ill effects which it has at 
preſent upon trade and munufactures Now, 
theſe ere, are moſt com pletely done away by 
ac recommended, inaſmuch 
EN es debt — will operate no more to 
heir diſadbantäge than a mortgage or quit rent 
= 80 which has no uch operate at all belong- 
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What I mean to expreſs i is this That it is 
| sten for our purp ſe MEER has ng 
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brance; 3 it is not I eceff 
purſued to abſolute an 
hurtful i in the abſtracts but only in the. mana ages 
| ment; it is wealth in the abſtract, a 
_—_ it is therefore in 9 bene 
LS 8 „ 
py 1516 45 "R that os debt ; Wh if Fr means 
5 & introducing much wealth; of which the 


"4 ſtream would not otherwiſe. have flowed into 


the parts: It is alſo iy. idea that it is now. 
the means of detaining wealth; of which we 
| "trannot fetain the uſe in any other Way. 
; When i it is viewed i in this light; any diminution ö 
of its bulk will be ſcen and felt as a diminution 
of ſtrength, and ſo by parity of reaſoning its 
total extinction will not only be intel, but ä 
6 b t to this country. 


Let us now euumian hie e by. ridis 
wie, which is ſaid to be the teſt of truth; let 
us plead, that as this is the caſgit i right and, 

fit to continue to borrow, ſince the more we | 
| borrow the ſtronger we grow, The turn which 
is here given to the argument may do in 
pleafantry, but not in ſeriouſneſs; for we may 
on as well ſay, that becauſe the navigation, of - 


*. 


1 0 
a - og has been improved by raiſing heads 
and turning ſtreams into its currency which 
were not its own, that it is therefore right and 
fit to continue the practice till we ſwell a tide 
that ſhall drown the con all around us. 


e ion that I am well founded in fying, 
bat it is necefſary to transfer the debt, but _ : ] 
not to pay it, the fair deduction is, that SE * -- 

overplus ſhould not at any rate be applied . => _ 
the debts extinction, but ſhould either be ſet” . 
aſide as a fund to pay ſoine certain portion of 
the public intereſt, or ſhould rather be applied 
to the extenfion and defence of trade. from 
whence it flows, by raifing the naval force of 
theſe kingdoms to ſuch a pitch, as in all times 
to come to be an overmatch, not only for any 43 
{angle Rate, but for the whole combination of ß 
earthly powers, ſhould they * ever combine in | 
arms agaighh us. ST 
14 
And when this can be done, not only with- 
out laying any additional burden, but in the 
final ſucceſs of this plan, by making the preſſure 
of that which is laid already fit lighter upon us, 
is it not ſtrange that ſelf-intereſt - ſhould not 
rouſe us to this exertion, if we Cannot be 
K 4 


— 


main burdened as we are, or to be 
bly leſs burdened, is to me a parodox Which 


== n 
ene! 65 bens motives ? Has ; it been "| 
uired of us to do the reverſe of the preſent 
, propoſi tion, I ſhould not have wondered at 
any demur ; but that any heſitation ſhould 
ariſe when it 1s put to bur choice either to re- 


e conſidera 


can only be folved by this conjecture=--rhat 
the Plan has not hitherto been urderflood. But 


as no inin can have this to plead, for the time 
to come, I may well preſume that the joyful 
day of our political falyation is hear at hand: 
for it has now been ſhewn, even to demonſtra- 
tion, that nothing is wanting to enſure ſucceſs 


to this deſign, but that all men ſhould yield 


themſelves to the controulin g power of ſelf⸗ 


intereſt. There is one inſtance, indeed, in 


| Which I could wiſh them to deviate therefrom, 
as an exception to the general rule which is 


here laid down. It is this;---that they would 


be pleaſed to permit the ſurplus revenue, what« 


ever it may | be, which ariſes from the cuſtoms, 


to be applied to the extenſion and defence of 
trade in the way I have named, and not et 
aſide as a fund to pay a certain portion of the 
public intereſt. It is certainly a much better 
diſtribution of it than that which ! is now prac- 


7 te is alſo a much better appropriation than that 
to which a ſurplus has of late been propoſed to 


tied ti in i, Ros inefAul boutities. 


be vainly applied---T; o the final extinction of that 
incumbrance which is only hurtful through our 
_ miſmanagement, Neither, in fact, is it any de« 
viation from ſelf-intereſt ; for when we conſider 


that no man can be more intereſted in any thing 
which concerns his property than in that which 


ſecures it, I think it will be ſeen that the appli- 


cation recommended, is not only out of all 


compariſon better than building forts for that 


5 purpoſe, but indeed is the beſt, in all reſpects, 
that could * have been contrived for our 
= N 


It loop been fab ad we have found it 


| yerified in a thouſand inſtances, that we owe 


our ſafety to our wooden walls, We have 
hitherto truſted to them, and they have not 


failed us. Then let us not throw away wiſ- 


dom, let us not run counter to experience, or 


lightly leave an ancient practice whoſe good 
effects have been uniformly the fame. Let us 


not act in future like men bereft of reaſon from 
the venomed bite of ſome mad engineer; let us 
not ſcowl and ſculk 'neath walls of ſtone, but 
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face to face, as we were wont, lis. men and 
| 2 * the n which mug Sul be- 


Bat chit which 4 ſhould- haves its . above 
all other inducements, and indeed ſhould ope- 
rate ĩrreſiſtibly in favour of this deſign, is, that 
things are at this Paſs,---e cannot otherwiſe 
preſerve the Conſtitution; as is obvious from this 
circumſtance, that it is now actually in con- 


templation of Parliament to extend the exciſe 


laws, which muſt, if followed up, prove fatal 


to us. The pretext is, that the revenue is much 


injured by the preſent mode of collecting duties; 
and that ſuch is the ſad ſituation of this coun- 
try, all things are expedient which can raiſe the 
revenue. But let me aſkł a queſtion: Is the ſum 


to be gained of that magnitude to make us 


amends for the loſs of that portion of liberty 
vrhich muſt enſue? Or is any ſum a compen- 


on ſot ſuch a loſs? It is calculated that the 


revenue will be advantaged by this means to the 
amount of two hundred thouſand pounds per 


annum. And is this then the price which we 
ſet upon freedom ! Or do we take this in part 


of payment for value received in part, prepared 


nt any time to relinquiſh what is left on ſimilar | 


: . 
terms? -We may plead what we. will in * 
fence of the meaſure; but it cannot be other- 
wiſe conſtrued, than that, yielding in this, 
we yield in all; for if it is reaſon ſufficient to 
ſay, that it will raiſe the revenue to extend the 
exciſe, it muſt operate generally, As to the 
 modificition propoſed; hat notice miſt be given 
» before violence 1s uſed, * it is really ſo thin a 
covering, that of any other men I would not 
have ſcrupled to fay, it is the vile trick Of cow 
ards who dare not avow their purpoſe,---a 
mere fetch to prevail upon us to put on our 
chains, full well aware, that when they are 
faſtened, we bluſter and bounce in vain. But 
be this as it may, which ever way it ſhall hap- 
Eo pen, whether it is that we loſe our liberties 
through ignorance, inattention; or through de- 
fign of our leaders, it is all one to us in reſpect 
. of our loſs. And ſhould ſuch be our fate, how 
happy had 1 it been for that man when he comes 
to reflect, how happy had it been, I ſay for 
that man by whom flavery is introduced, had. 
he never been born! And if no other means 
were left of preſervin g our liberties, how happy 
-would it be for this country, that he, whoever 
ke may 25 who has conceived the PE of 
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| We | Iba, ve did, ne if it is reaf n ſufficient : 1 
| | te that it will ; raiſe the revenue, it . 


1 _ operate generally; and we have now heard „ 


8 confirmation of that ſentiment from another 8 
3 quarter. We have fince been told from auto; FF 
; i. rity,---that if the due colleckion of the revenue  ' | 


could only be enforc ced by admitting of a Jummary 1 
udicature, * which. is nothing ſhort of takin g = 
from us our liberties, it would be nece 
do ſo. And in order ſtill more to mortify 
"i this avowal, it has been followed up, and „ 
1 juſtified, by declaring 3 it to have been the opi- | 
L of our anceſtors, as implied by their own | WE 


; act of Introducingt the exciſe. Ho-] „ 
I "Yee the debate on” the- Wine Exciſe Bin reported f in the 5 
do Choice Veſlerday. n „ 2 
8 J £3 52 $a fit * - d 
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-— then 1 it d us to be i in i this paſs 3 | 
_. ticular, how cautiouſſy to watch our ways, that 
future Miniſters may not blaſt our memory With 5 
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a _ tion, * ſhould be. conſidered, yo ek it can be 
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38 6 thoriſed; and wherever it could be given 


* wy ” N a * 

o L N * + 
. fo 

; * 1 * "I „ 

3 4%» * 


. 00 with perfect ſafety to the revenue, chere it 
bought always to be allowed.” Now what 
. is this,. but in other words! to ſay, that where. 37 
it cannot be given with perbect ſafety to the fo 
revenue, there it ſhould N 


„ 


| we rm Gs theſe ban fayings, . does 
1 it not follow from thence that the leaders f 


1. Fan: * 
7 Sec the debate referred to in he is. pages 


. clared by. that perſon 5 — 17 Hate to 
- be their. friend * that there only the cofiſtitu- | 


£5 det ed with perfect” ſafety to to eveuue con- 
1 8 cerns. The Words which were ſpoken, 1 
E faithfully reported, are ' theſe: ---* A right to 

trial by Jury was what the Conſtitution au- 
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Fl parties look up alike to liberty but as & 
Secondary conſideration! "That their firſt object 
s to raiſe the monies, guærenda pecunia primum. 

Of courſe, that the debt in its preſent ſhape 
muſt infalliBly make ys flaves; and that i in 
order to effect this conſummation as matters 
now ſtand, all that is wanting, is that ſome 


daring Miniſter ſhould come forward with and 


put to the vote this dreadful propoſition- 


That it is abſolutely neceſſary for the Support 0 of 
public credit to aboliſh juries and. Les a ble Ter 
venue * 4 general. Eri ai . 


| Juve 9, pls. 
„ 


pu 
Hf 


Ns. 


GREAT BRIT 


CONSIDERED. 


— CC ETIIIIrnnennnn——n— 


THIRD EDITION. 


— — — — - 


— — — 4 — k . « 
Oo re tte wee K ——— Oe retro nn wo — 


THE | 
5; , 
GREAT BRITAIN, 


CONSIDERED. 


X obſervation was made ina pamphlet, 
entitled, An Explanatioh of a Propoſal 
for the Liquidation of the National Debt, * 
« That Land and other Taxes amount, in 
ce what we ſpend, to fifteen ſhillings in the 
„ pound,” But it fell to the lot of that eſti- 


* See the ſaid Pamphlet, in the firſt part of this Collection. 
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1 162 Y- 
tate to be looked upon as an exappetation of. 
our ſufferings, on which account-a more fatis- - 
factory explanation was given in a poſtſcript 
annexed to the ſecond edition of the faid pam- 
_ phlet. Since which time, a freſh objection 
has been ſtarted to the eſtimate of fifteen ſhil- 
 lings in the pound, on the following ſug- 
geſtion, that it includes the ſum total of our 
preſent payments to Government; and as it is 
not meant to eaſe the ſubject of the cuſtoms, * 
whatever proportion that impoſt bears to the 
whole revenue, in like proportion ſhall we till 
continue to he loaded over and above the pro- 
| poſed payment of 38.243 f. Now it is ge- 
1 nerally underſtood, that the whole revenue, 
BB compared with that part of it which is pro- 
1 duced by cuſtoms, is as three to one; from 
1 whence it follows, that we ſhall have to pay 
= to Government five ſhillings more in the Poe. 
= than the Authoffof the ſaid Propoſal was aware 
| of, viz. 58. for cuſtoms, beſides 38. 2d : in lieu | 
of taxes, n e 88. 2d. 2. 


* The pla Maded to provide for the continuance ow the 
euſioms, | See page 8. 


+ See page $22 | 
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70 give this Seth objection its full 8 let 
us ſuppoſe for a moment the caſe to be as it is 


there ſuggeſted, * That Taxes and Cuſtoms | 


c together do not amount to more than fifteen 

70x ſhillings in the pound, and that five of the 
e fifteen reſult from cuſtoms.” What does it 
| prove? It only ſhews that we ſhall not be ſo 


much benefited as I have ſaid; it does not fol- 


low, that we ſhall not be advantaged at all by 


the bargain; for before that can be the caſe, 5 


we muſt ſuppoſe the two ſyſtems to be placed 
5 preciſely upon the ſame level in reſpect of pay- 
ment, a ſuppoſition ſo glaringly falſe and ab- 
ſurd, as not to ſtand in need of ſerious refuta- 
tion, For let what will be the rate which is 
not paid for taxes, whether it is ten ſhillings 
in the pound, or fifteen, one point is clear, 
that as much as three and two-pence half- 
penny falls ſhort of one or other of thoſe 


ſums, ſo much ſhall we be gainers by the new 


| ſyſtem. 


Now 38. 2d 2 in the pound, is nine-pence 


half · penny leſs than is paid at preſent, in ſome 


counties, for land- tax alone, and is ſhort of 
the loweſt computed rate * of other taxes ſix 


* Computing the preſſure of taxes at ten billings ia the 
pound. | 2 EY 
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ſhillings more, making W fix and. nine 
| pence-half-penny ; a ſum which, compared 
with the propoſed payment of 3 48 2d. 2, creates z 
a difference, between our lofs of it on one 
hand, and our gain on the other, of more than 


four hundred per cent. * We ſee, therefore, 


that even in this light conſidered, which is the 5 
leaſt favourable, we, Play holds got a ſtrong | 


| + peg 


; F 


But in order to bring 18 5 to our Reli 95 5 


the preſent queſtion, let us ſuppoſe the Miniſter 
of this country, addreſſing himſelf i in ſome ſuch 
words as theſe to men of property: It is 


« my deſire to adminiſter relief to you in 
40 reſpect of the public burdens. But before 


e any ſteps are taken in this buſineſs, be pleaſed 


« to inform me how far it will be agrecable to : 


* you to co- 5 9 with me in this good deſign, 


© You, Gent emen, whoſe contribution i 18 four 


&* ſhillings i in the pound for land, you who pay 
« three, two, or one ſhilling, who bear beſides 
« your apportioned burden of all other taxes in 
« common with thoſs who are not affected by 


' To fave 685. 9d. z out of a ten nn payment, creates the 


diferencs named, 


— 


"i 


it chat Spe; 2401 beef 5 vo ng" to N 


: * continue the payment in ſuch ſort of fix, 
: te ſeven, eight, nine, or ten Abillings in the 


ee pound, the loweſt reſpective ſums which 
are now paid by you in taxes, or in lieu of 


*& ſuch payment, an annual pound rate of three 


ce and WIE es pam 4, : 
- Ci it be poſlible that any man, or en 00 of ; 


men, would heſitate to embrace ſo advantage- 


ous an offer? And yet this is the identical pro- 


- poſition which has lain before us years together 
unbefriended. But it is with us, perhaps, as 


it was with the ruſtic who ſtood by the ſtream 


that the waters might paſs, -“ we wait the 


3 coming of an upright Miniſter to make us 


1 bt the offer. But will that excuſe acquit us 


to ourſelves, our children, and our country Fl 
F ailing that man of virtue, vherefore then do 


we not diſcharge our duty by uniting together 


conſtitutionally. to enforce performance? 4 We 


have the power as yet, want we the will to 


do this act of 9 and, indeed, of 1 
EA 
„Tze land-tax, 


+ Not literally unbefriended, for that is very far from being 


| the true ſtate of the caſe. Private friends it has had in abundange, ; 
but unbefriended as a public, parliamentary meaſure, 


1 See page 105. 


ſhillings. We may, therefore, ' conclude, t 


"Ce 3 


The time may come when the tables ſhalt be 
turned- upon us. A little ſpace may teach us 
- whatitis to have the will without the power "os 
a a little ſpace, 1 fay, if we let flip the 2+ att 

| remnant * is left of 3 10 


1 hos ſhewn i in my ankwer to the bes 5 


objection, that even admitting. it in full force, 
it does not materially affect the preſent propo- 


ſition. But to ſpeak what I think of the mat= 
ter, the facts do not appear to me to be fairly LD 


ſtated in that objection; for ' cuſtoms,” ind 


pendent of taxes, would not of themſelves an- 
noy us in any ſuch Way as is there deſcribed. 5 
The ſums they raiſe would then be ſimply 
added, like other articles of expence, to the 
prime coſt of the goods, and in that caſe would 

be leſs felt than a pound rate would be of two 


the ſum total of our contributions to Govern- 
ment would not, probably, be more than five 


ſhmillings in the pound, under the propoſed ar- 
rangement, whereas it is ſet down 1 in the ob⸗ 5 
jection, at 8s. 2d. a * 


But as it is not pofible to put this e 
beyone 1 the power of cavil in Pj other way, 


of See page 162, 
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than) FR 2 8 ourſelyes. at once upon the 


reſpecting payment, a 


hrone of certainty 


: thought occurs, whether it would not be more 
advantageous, as well as ſatisfactory, to ſim- 
plify the plan throughout ; It goes already to 
the utter abolition of taxes, let it go tg Cuſtoms 
in like manner; let us make of this Ifland a 
Free-port, and let the whole revenue be collect. 
ed by a pound rate, which will then raiſe as 
much at five, as is now produced at fifteen 
ſhillings. That i is to ſay, it will raiſe a revenue 
of fifteen, millions, ſuppoſing that part of the 
income of indiyiduals which is here ſpoken of, 
to be no more than fixty millions per annnm, # © 


And, therefore, ſetting aſide for the public ex- 


penditure, the round ſum of 14,5092,0001, +. | 


there will remain a clear annual oyerplus of half 


5 a million. How this ſhould be employed has 
been ſaid already I but of that ſaying ſo ſweet 
is the ſound, and ſo much in tune with Britiſh 


ears, I cannot help repeating,---* That of all 


Fo. 


a BOP Applications, of a ſurplus reyenue, 


L 4 


* ＋ he rental of lands, houſes, and public ſands valugd at ſixty | 


5 . 


millions per annum. See page 5, 


＋ The annual public expenditure, is ſtated at 144478, 1811, th 
the Report from the Select e Vide Report ans for 
J. Debrett. | | . 


1 See page 151. 
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{2 th beſt and wiſeſt is the ral ſervice,” . 
To throw back the remnant into our pockets, 
what would it do for us? It would add to the 
annual weight of our purſe - What? Two 
pence in the pound ! * O! well indeed might 
Britain ſay, degenerate ſons, if ſuch a circum- 
ſtance could weigh upon our minds, if ſuch a 
ſum as two pence in the pound were better faved 
in our conceit, than freely ſpent to gain us in 
return the loſt dominion of the ſeas. As to all 
other loſs, I look upon it as nothing, eompared 
with the loſs of our naval ſuperiority, for that 
involves our certain and our ſpeedy downfal. 
Our rivals boaſt, + and we ourſelves confeſs, 
the circling ſea, which once was ours, is no 
longer ſo. But if, as our fathers proudly hore, 
we bear about us the feelings of Engliſhmen, 
if any wiſh remains to be what we have been, 


a great ien or even an independent one, it 


C Two-pence i in che et upon a fixty millions is half amillicn © 
exactly 3 


+ The fat i is | notorious, ns certain Powers Have PETR to 
perform the ceremony of ſaluting the Engliſh flag ; it is equally 
well known, that no ſteps have been taken on our part, as was 
uſual in ſuch caſes; to enforce the performance. The Dutch, 
indeed, do ſtill ſalute, and fo in like manner, do ſome other 
nations, but France in particular, our ſeeming would-be friend, 
has betrayed a moſt inſolent determination to ſtand by any con- 


ſequences to which the refuſal may ſubject t em. 


ceſſary to our "well-being, but indiſpenſable 
to our exiftence. Such is our right of ſove- 


reignty in the narrow ſeas, and ſuch the honours | 
of the flag as incident thereto, and emblematicof 
our right. To give up thoſe, is giving that wlrich 


is not ours to give, but only to retain. Had it 


ig h which Was optional in us to keep N 


or relinquiſh at pleaſure, the cafe had been al- 
tered, but it is not ſo; it is like unto life, a 
right of obligation, which we are bound to de- 
ny w _ 5855 Sach. | "Rau rde it anner 


» # EA 


dem yet By iter gs it has grown 


as it were into a right of that deſcription, and 


ſo it has been acknowledged for ages paſt by all 
the world. But it is not neceſſary for my pur- 


poſe to enter further into this argument the 
ſingle fact which concerns us is manifeſt, VIZ. 


„That by means of our naval power, we have 
ce riſen to be the people which we are; and 
if by no leſs exertions it could be recovered, 


its vaſt importance ſtrikes my mind ſo forcibly, 


I'd garter round this Iſland with a fleet : I'd 


ſtation ſhips from pole to pole: To pay for 


this, ['d live upon the thing I hate the moſt, an 
onion by the day for years to come, and {lake 


* 


mut be Ee 0 is no poſlibility 2 
of waving a” cit; which is not only ne- 
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_ PER at thirſt Kea it . rai 


e with 
Heaven's dew, but I would compaſs my defign, 


All this I would agree to do moſt willingly, 


and ſo no doubt would thouſands more, but 


_ happier far are we by whom theſe things ma 
. 1 ere Wong nn rer bad te 10 bach 5 


Extremutc e 5 A 


HARRY men 1 ag dre opt commer- 


74 cial treaties, but we need them not. Aboliſh- 
cuſtoms, and the commerce of the world is 8 
_ ours without their aid, At le 
deal in ſuch a way with thoſe whom wiſdom 

has proſcribed, + The maxim holds with many 
as with few, a nation, like a man, May 

4 file and ſmile, and be a villain, So.ſfmile | 
our courtly neighbours croſs the Channel, and 


t we ſhould not 


ſo let them fmile, but let us not be duped 
thereby. They were our enemies, our antient 


deadly foes; they are ſo ſtill, and will be ſo for 
evermore, To view them thus, we view them 
as we ought; and knowing them for foes, we 
likewiſe know to what we have to truſt, and 
therefore wiſely ſtand upon our guard. But 


taking them for friends, tis poiſon that we 
take which puts us paſt the power of caution, | 
Our moſt inyeterate foes made ſeeming friends, 


1 17 ” 
> conſequenc' ill be, this unſuſpecting na- 
5 tion will turn traitor to itſelf; that is, we ſhall 
not watch at all, or we ſhall lumber when we 
| ſhould be watching. O! then, my gallant 

eee, beware in time]! Remember 
Troy! Invinſible by arms, it fell by wiles; ſo 
you ſhall fall by this ſame hollow treaty. To 
let them merchandize and ſettle here, you 
give admittance to the Trojan horſe; Remem- 
ber too, the Serpent in the tale, which they 
Will copy, if you give them leave, and * 
5 hp moral by wn fad ner © 411 2rd 


7 405 ; donde remains, we dos ts to: tun 
our eyes to the great works which are carrying 
on at Cherbourg, to be fully convinced cf their 


duplicity, - and how indiſpenſably neceſſary it is | 


for us to pay immediate andunremittingattention 
to naval concerns. From thoſe works wwe may 
form a judgement of the deep deſigns of the 
+ French Court, and of their fixt determination 
| to. ſpare no pains, nor any expence, by means 
of which they may provide more effectually, in- 


: future, for. their own ſecurity, and our annoy= 


ance. We all know how much they ae in a 


* Ir is ſo provided i in the Commercial Treaty with, Treo, ; 
Sec Art. „ SCE | 


nel. To reme 
ing a harbour at Cherbourg, "extchdin ing wile . : 
miles into the ſear! Their method is, * 
at given diſtances 
of ſtone, and rel to fill up the interme- 


mo dious intervals, lateral op! 
more ready ingreſs and egreſs of veſſels. © 0 
5 e e fains idea of the vaſtneſs of this un- 
of courſe which they ſet upon it, no more need 
be ſaid; than that the eſtimate of preparatory 
wood work only for this deſign, is two millions 
four hundred thouſand pounds of our money. 
Engineers of the firſt note in this country 
are, indeed, of opinion, that the ſcheme will 
not anſwer: They ſay the projected harbour, 
5 admitting the practi 
which yet is problematical, muſt neceſſarily 
choak up for want of a ſtrong cleanſing current 
from behind, to prevent or remove obſtruc- 
tions. But be this as it may, the feature indi- 
cates what paſſes in their mind, and ſerves 


2 5 „„ 
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X rupture with us; from! thi ee of hays! 


ing no conſiderable ſtation for ſhips in the Chan- 
ly this evil, they are conſtruct- 


, ſtupendous . or piers * 


diate ſpaces; leaving, however, at certain com- 
enings, for the n 


ing in point of expence, and the value : 


= 


ability of perfecting it, 


to ſhew to what a wretched ſtate of inſig- 


nificance they would reduce us, were we to 


— * 


Fr K 7b * 
place dependence i in their profeſſions. But that 
 whichis moſtaffronting tothisnation is, that they 
| ſhould have Judged us capable of being impoſed 

upon by ſo groſs a | ſpecimen of duplicity. I 
truſt, however, it will prove in the end to be 
no derogation from our character, but rather 
from theirs, who have been weak enough 00 
imagine, that we could ſofar be duped, as to take 
them for friends, when at that very inſtant in 
which they were feeding us with frothy hopes 


of perpetual amity and iter they were 


| heaping infult upon inſult daily, and making 
| beſide, by works which have no level but 
againſt us, conſidered as enemies, the moſt 


41 1 og e for Spending war, 


Bü it may 55 faid, that by ſuch exertions 
on our part as are here recommended, we ſhall 
lay our elve: open to the like impatation of 
hoſtile intentions. And what if we ſhould ex- 
pole our purpoſe to ſuch conſtruction, have 
they not ſet the example! Have they not led 


the way by their preparations, and ſhall we not 


follow! Sha oe defiſt to ſcape unmerited re- 
proach, and the be left to perfect their deſign 


of our undoing? Is it not our duty to provide 
for ourlelves, as well as it is theirs, or is it in 


„ 74. 1 
W only a 960 of wiſdom, to 5 Well pre- 
pared to meet emergencies ? Let who will ſub- 
ſcribe to this doctrine, it is not for me to do ſo, 
who am verily perſuaded there is no ſafety for 
us, but i in their belief, that we have the power, 
and will exert it, to vindicate our. n nee] Y 
ther encroachments. | 


But even 40 theſe conſiderations were out of 
the queſtion, ſtill it is our duty to improve our 
ſituation; and in what way can this be done 
more effectually, than by thoſe means which 
are here ſuggeſted? Our own immediate inte- 
freſt as individuals is eſſentially provided for, as 
alſo the honour and welfare of the nation at 
large, and ſurely theſe of themſelves are temp- 
tations ſufficiently ſtrong to extort compliance. 
What ſhall we ſay then, if to theſe advantages 


3 is ſuperadded the preſervation of our hard- 


fouzht liberties, and as therewith inſeparably 
connected, the future glory, fame, and inde- 
pendency of theſe imperial realms! 1 


| _ Caſting my eye over what has been written, 
it occurs to me, that I may not poſſibly have 

: made myſelf well underſtood in one particular, 
I ſhall therefore beg leave to obſerve, that 


- 


= Fa 75 * 
it is not in my intention 5 5 what has been 


faid to countenance war, * but quite the 3 
poſite to cheriſ peace, which next to li- 


beriy, I hold our cheifeſt good. It neither is, 


nor was, nor ever will be my advice, merely to 
make ourſelves formidable, that with better 


hope of ſucceſs we may renew hoſtilities; but 
that chiefly by ſuch providings we may he 


able to ſecure for ourſelves an honourable con- 


tinuance of national tranquillity, That is to 


ſay, it is not my advice, that we ſhould graſp 


at power in order to ſcandalize ourſelves, by 
making it in any way the inſtruazent of wrong, 
but that by means of it, we ſhould add weight 


and dignity to the moderation of our councils: 


not ſtirring envy, but extorting praiſe, by 
provin g to the world, That we are no more 


5 diſpoſed to offer an injury than to endure 
one. Admitting then that this is the true 
defideratum of power, and that we cannot attain 


to it otherwiſe, than by thoſe means which have 
here been deſcribed, does it not ſeem to be a 


| duty impoſed upon us to raiſe and maintain, 


The Duke of Sully s idea is a very juſt one. War, he ſays, is 
at all times an evil, but yer there are ceriain caſes which make it 
not only a neceſſary but an indiſpenſable evil, as where by force of 
arms alone thoſe claims can be tupported,. witch it would be baſes 
nels to renounce, —Sce Memoirs, Book 1 
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en our part, ſuch a decided ſuperioty of naval z 


ſtrength, as none ſhall dare diſpute the ocean 
with us? And when it is known and acknow- 


ledged on all hands, as is now the caſe, that 


our preſent armament, ſo far from being equal 
to ſuch expectations, is even inſufficient for 
common defence, is it not well adviſed, under 
ſuch circumſtances, to encreaſe the eſtabliſh. 
ment? But the miſchief is, however well diſ- 
poſed, we have not wherewithal to furniſh this 


encreaſe, ſeeing that we muſt neceſſarily fink. 
under the weight of any further material accu- 
' mulation of taxes. Do we not ſee, therefore, 
that let what will be our determination, under 


the preſent ſyſtem of finance, whether it is 


voted by us to provide as we ought, or whether 
not, * melancholy truth ill ſtares us in the 
face; * That our weakneſs on one hand, and 


any attempt to remove it on the · other, con- 


_**ſpire alike to our undoing! Then what 


would wiſdom. ay i in ſuch a caſe, or how would 


common ſenſe decide? Would they not bon 


agreee in one opinion that we ſhould change 


forthwith a ſyſtem which further purſued mt 


terminate fatally; and that we ſhould inſtantly 
adopt the plan recommended, as by means of 
it we ſhall not only get rid of two thirds of the 
weight of. ur preſent burden, but will have it 985 


„„ 

in our power to encreaſe immediately the navy 
Eſtabliſtiment; by application of an overplus' of 
half a million: As to the navy expences at this 
time, we all know the amount to be 1, 800, 0. 
per annum; * to which; if half a million were 
added, our ſtanding force might be made 
nearly one third part greater than it is at pre- 
ſent? If this will not ſuffice, we have that before 
us which muſt p Trove effectual. We have td 
look forward to be falling in of annuities, by 
means of which the overplus will be gradually 

encreaſed; till at length the ſum of it will even 
pre that which is now ſet aſide; for the ſer⸗ 
vice of the navy. + Of courſe, by ſteady arid 


. ” 4 * 


. See the Report from the Select Committee, Page 28; 40 
printed for J. Debrett. 

N This fa& will beſt appear from the 
following ſtatement; viz. Amount of F 
remaining annuities — — 1 4 338,864 1 11 

See Report from Select Committee, Ys + 

Immediate farplus revenue as here 8 

poſed — — — — — L£. 0,50% © 

Sum total of ſarplus revenue when the | 
preſent remaining annuities ſhall have 


Mdh 7-7... © © In 
Add to this laſt ſum the preſent navy ex- | 
penditure — — — — F. 1,80,0000 &@ 


Amount of the ſum which may be ap- 

plied ultimately to the navy ſervice if 

neceſſa g.. == Lo 3,538,864 1 11 
en n more than doubles the preſent eſtabliſhment, 


M 


A 0 3 5 

unyaried application of this growing fund; to 
the full extent of our growing occaſions, we 
| ſhall. find, that inſtead of declining daily, we 
hall go on in à progreſſive ſtate of improve- 
ment, till finally the ſtrength and number of 
our ſhips ſhall furniſh hope, or rather certainty,. 
that we thall ſee revived the glorious days of 
Edgar's reign. For it ſtands recorded of that 
moſt active, vigilant, diſcerning Prince, that 
he kept up the Royal Navy in ſuch conſtant 
force, and in all reſpects ſo well appointed, as 
not only to prove ſufficient for ſelf-defence 
is againſt foreign enemies, but to ſuch exceſs did * 
he make this country flouriſh: in peace and prof- 
perity, and ſo high did he raiſe the reputation 
of his power from the ſafeguard of his fleet, 
that all the neighbouring nations courted and 
received protection from him. Now, the kind 
6f management reſpecting the navy, which was. 
Jong fince introduced and practiſed with.ſo much 


e vantage by Sages: and the kind of management | 


But ia all likelihood, ATE, the preſent State Anmuities ſhall 
Fave fallen in, together with thoſe additional ones propoſed to 
be granted to placemen diſcharged from duty, * there will reſt 
behind after the navy is ſaturated, and all expences of manage- 
ment pail, a very conſiderable overplus to be well applied 1 to- 
wards our 5 19 5 | 2 


: 12 4 7 * a ; * 


2 See page 17, 


e Pr 
© wiping the revenue; which is heterecommend= 
d to be put in practice, is that management 
in either caſe, in which I mean to ſay conſiſts 
' the true Policy of Great Britain. How happy 
then may we think burſelves, that we have it 
ia our power to reſtore this Iſland to its priſtine 


rank among nations, not only without being 
put to' farther charge, but by a ſignal reduction 
of thoſe eee which bear at Mt es 1 


_ ap us. 35 69% 


1 The 6047 objection o of SEO which FR to- 
lie againſt the propoſed demolition of taxes and 
Cuſtomis is, that merchants and men in trade 


will receive thereby an exemption from ſtate 
burdens. But, is it a fact that they now con- 
tribute? Do we not know that they have it in 
their power to indemnify themſelves againſt 
public payments, as well as they have vantaſt 
other expences belonging to trade? Shall we 
ſay then that they deviate in this inſtance from 
ſettled practice, that they do not recur to their 


well-known remedy, that they do not advance 
the price to relieve themſelves, but that exqui- 


ſitely juſt they ſet themſelves down content with 
ſo conſiderable a diminution of profit a as taxes 
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12 t can credit this, muſt be 


little ne in N nature. Neither indeed : 
can any one Who judges fairly condemn the 

practice; for which of us all in the ſame ſituation 
would be more ſcrupulous? Which of us: all 
iyould not avoid the taxes who could do ſo con- 
ſeientiouſly, that is to ſay, without injury done 
to the revenue? Beſides,” as matters ſtand, if 
any blame belongs to them, the like muſt fall . 
on us, for in no one inſtance do our proce 
ings at preſent differ fron! theirs. Do we not 
take the beſt rent we can get for our lands and 
houſes, the beſt rate of intereſt fot our monies?” | 
When was it known that we took an inferior, 
price in either caſe, when a higher one was 
offered or might be had? And what have they. 
done more? Seeing then that we. can neither- 

find fault with, prevent, nor diſſuade men from 

making the moſt they can: for themſelyes and 
families in their reſpective ſituations, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that merchants and men in trade, 
whoſe aim and end is to enlarge their gain, will 
ſubmit voluntarily, which yet muſt be the caſe 
if they ſubmit at all, to any reduction of 
profit by reaſon of taxes. From which it 
follows that we *, who have no opportunity 


7 The 3 of lands, heuſes , and n funds, 


| \ 4 : * N | 


like thein of ſiting d As iis; do now actu- 
ally bear, and have all along borne, ta our 
great and irreparable loſs, as things haye been 


managed, the whole accumulated load of ſtate 


burthens ] And if this is the mournful fact, if 
1 this i is the fair and faithful repreſentation of our 
caſe, if it js true I fay that it muſt neceſfarily 
fall to our lot, without hope of relief under any | 
management, without proſpect of participation 
of any other members of this community, 0 
pay the whole; let common ſenſe decide, whe- 
. ther it is not more adyantageous for us to do ſo 
in the way propoſed, than by thoſe means which 
are now in uſe; that is to ſay, whether it is not 
more adyantageous to pay five ſhillings in the 
pound, than fifteen for the ſame purpoſe. And 
more eſpecially when we ſhall get rid at once, 
by that arrangement which is leaſt expenſive, of 
all thoſe fears which now perplex us,---of all 
that influence which has grown out of the debt, 
and ſaps the conſtitution, - of all that corruption 
vrhich undermines virtue, of all that weakneſs 
which operates as ſtren gth to our enemies,---of 
all that dejection which is the ſure attendant of 
deſperate fortunes, and of all that languor, loſs 
of ſpirit and deſpondency, which makes ſo 
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many of us look up with longing eyes for ſhel ler 1 15 


and protection i in i depot 1 | 


535 5 


- * „ 1 & 5. 


But I know much pains hls been taken to 


diſſeminate an idea, that the wheels of govern- : 
ment, long uſed to ſuch oiling, could not 'other- 7 


wiſe be kept i in motion, than by means of cor- 
ruption; and that therefore the introduction of 
any ſy ſtem ſubverſive of ſuch practices, ſo far 


2 * 3 
4 


from faving, would throw the ſtate into. fatal 


convulſions. | ; 


In anſwer to which I will not preſume to fay, 
how wicked or how weak, but this I'will fay, 


how well inclined to compliance muſt thoſe men 
be, who are taken captive by ſuch arguments? 
With equal propriety might we plead for the 
continuance of every other bad habit, for all 
alike put on the ſame appearance of indiſpen- 
ſable obligation. Thoſe perſons, for inſtance, 


who have moſt unhappily contracted a reliſh _ 


for ſpirituous liquors, are verily perſuaded. from 
2 the miſery cf their feelings, that they cannot 
; exiſt from day to day without them; whereas 


in fact, there i is no hope of life left, but in the 


tin gle circamſtance of abſtaining” therefrom ak. | s 


together in future. Neither, indeed, can there 


8 | 0 


"© 83 2 
tbe Wund any other expectation of relief for this 
country, but in ſuch determination. After 
having run the lengths which we have done with | 
corruption, after all our ſufferings from ſuch 
cauſes, to be gravely told there is no ſafety but 
in perſeverance, is as much as f0 ſay, that for 
our turn the whole ceurfe of nature has been 
changed, and that thoſe things which have been 
our bane, are now become our antidote! Of 
all abſurdities which have ſprung up in thefe 
times, ſure there never was one that was half 
ſo bare-faced a mockery of ſenſe as this is! What 
would be thought of ſuch ſort of reaſoning in 
the caſe of a man who, miſtaking his way, had 
rode up to his chin in the German ocean? 
What would our notion be of thoſe adviſers by 
whom he. was urged to proceed, as the only 
means of eſcape from drowning ! What foul 
ſuſpicion would not fall-upon their heads! Ne or 
leſs muſt fall on theirs, who to us, in a a fimilar 
"ys recommend . 


: But i is it a dave caſe; that no other ears have 
been poiſoned, but. thoſe of the miſtreated ſub- 

Jecta of this country? Have none but ours been 
tampered with? Haye no pretended friends, 


Jago like, abuſed with ſuch diſcourſe the Roya. 


( 1 


nerve? Has no. ſolpicipn of bis peciple come 
acroſs his thoughts; nd throbbings « of diſtruſt, 
no jealous pangs beęn felt hy him from ſuch in- 
fuſions ? Then are there thoſe whom flander | 
has traduced. ---But haye not ſame ſuch ſymp- 7 
toms been diſcerned by thoſe who hover 


round the throne, and treaſured up as warrants 
for their zcal ant practices? Affuredly there 
1 muſt; ---there i is no other plea, no other expla- 
pation which can be found for the preference 
given te to that diſgraceful policy by which regal 
power is upheld among us But let me alk 
theſe favoured worthies, Now they not heard the 
| obſeryation, that he who ſtands by gold may fall 
by the fame; or, knowing it, do they mean to 
gecoyto the brink cheunſuſpecting Monarch, for. 
the purpole « of precipitation? This is indeed his 
con look-out; but is it not ours s alſo, his faithful 
ſubjects, who ſee the danger, to appriſe him of: 
it! Tis ours no dopbt to let bim know, if yet 
he has to learn, that there is no empire worth 
holding, nor any which can be held | ſecurely in 
this country, but where royalty ſits enthroned 
in the hearts of his people. Tis ours to warn 
fs before it is too late, ere yet by ſad reverſe of 
fortune he is taught! how pregarious is that King = 
ſituation, who has noting better to truſt ta 


# 


Te 7 & * 
phap the yices of his ſubjeQs. When i it is ſhexn 
to him in what \ way he may reign for ever in 
ſafety without corruption, may rule in righte- 
ouſneſs, and that council is rejected, when all 
good men ſhall give him up, which then muſt 
be the caſe, there needs no hand 70 Write 
upon 4 wall, 7 1 ta N. PU the will 17 
eee 


But, after all, perhaps 1 undervalue che des 
ſigns of this i in ſidious tribe; conjecture ſays they* 
playa deeper game, Tis not the King alone 
whoſe e ruin will PI « Their greatreyenge has 
. ſtomach for us all.“ They ſteer among the 
rocks to watch their time for general wreck ; 
their plans of ſafety pre-concerted, and their 
ſchemes of plunder, Now this, my country- 
men, is our look- out; and i is it not the King 8 
in like degree? Himſelf and all his fortunes are 
they not embarked with us. and ours? The 
general good and ſafety of the whole i is, there- 
fore, his no leſs than our concern, No ſeve- 
rance of our intereſt can take place while each 
performs | his duty. The good which comes, 
the evil which befalls is ſo reſſ ſpectively to him 
and us; nor can there be a caſe where either 


Can indulge a proper wiſh of any public kind, | 
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| : 1 186 0 = | 
"eonfiRtdritly © diſtin 888 one e intt⸗ 
mately cloſe are we conjoined, ſo n knit, 
and rivetted together. . 5 
"*ftiele poipts prömifed, ye rannot fall to fee 
- what groſs abſurdity, or ſomethin g worſe, poſ- 
"{efles thoſe who ay it is our intereſt. to pur- 
ſue the plan recommended, but not the King's, 


us if he could be hurt by our prof; perity! We 


may ſee likewiſe, what dread calamities await 
our preſent wayward courſes. But what avails 


it that we may perceive, if blind by choice we 
Will not look, or deaf by ſheer deſign, no bod- 
ing voice can warn us from the gulf! It is alto- 
f gether this perverſeneſs of ours that gives hope 


of ſucceſs to our enemies, for without that diſ- 
poſition on our part, there would neither be time 


nor opportunity to ripen their projects. But what 


an exemplary ſpecimen of retribution would that 
adventure furniſh, if they themſelves who lead 
us to our fate ſhould fall into the pit prepared for 
 others!---Thecircumſtancei is not improbable- 
much ſtranger things have come to paſs---the 
ground they tread is not ſo ſafe as it may ſeem 
tis hollow like themſelves. The councilwhich 


they give involves their own with our deſtruction. 


It pre- ſuppoſes a line which is no where to be 
found in the conſtitution, a line of ſeparation 


% 


(9) 


between the intereſts of King and People, a line 
deteſtable, which he who draws or tem pts to 
draw, I peak it to their face, committeth Freas 
Jon. Whatever, therefore, they may ſtrive to 
do by ſecret inſinuation, there is not a man of 
| them all who dares avow this ſame adyice; 
which circumſtance alone pronounces judgement 
on the doctrine i it conveys, declaring it to be, 
phat it really i is, moſt | heterodox and danmable, 


01 then for that propitious day, when yield. 
ing to the impulſe of his princely mind, or 
moved thereto by virtuous entreaties, our gra- 
cious Lord ſhall dare to truſt himſelf to the love 
| and loyalty « of his people! My life and all my 
fortunes ſhall be forfeit, if he does not feel him- 
ſelf more of a King after that conſummation, and 
if there does not ſpring up in his heart more 
real j joy in one- ſhort hour, than in the whole 
accumulation of years which yet a are numbered 
of! his luckleſs reign, 


Tan. 1, 1787, 
Jar. n 1787 
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the ſucceſs of another war, it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſupported: at a very conſiderable 
expence ; and if that expence is to be accu- 
mulated into debt and defray'd by taxes, my 
argument is that the weight of it may poſſibly 
be too much for us to bear, ſuperadded to that 
which we now ſuſtain, There are ſome, how⸗- 
ever, who will not admit the inference, be- 
cauſe they ſay that gloomy minds have been 
haunted by fimilar terrors in all the various 
ſtages of the debt; which counter experience 
in every inſtance has proved chimerical, | 


1. own the fa il ivioics b exceelin PE chat 
the ſeveral denunciations of ruin have ended 
as they h have e done. _ But I ay not withſtanding 
Tat there lurks s behind t this happy met 
extreme danger to this country. We are led 
to conclude from thence that taxes have not 
the tend: ney to do us miſekief which ſome 
have ſuppoſed them to have. And chi opmion 
has gathered ſtrength from the gteat - * 
of rents ſince the ſcheme of tlie debr was intro- 
duced, by which we are flattered that ways 

NE: » ve-an-end. And thus 
deluded we cry exitltingly; How are we ruin- 
« ed, or how are we likely to be ſo, when in 
fact we are richer by cent. per cent. than we 
cc were before. For though we have debt to 
* contend, With now which we had net then, 
« and that debt has been almoſt conſt: ily en- 
ve creafin 1g, yet what is the encreaſe of 1550 com- 
907 {pared with, the encreaſe of rents þ. 


F 


« Tf ” LO money to improve my e 
« provided! I doi improve it in much greater pro- - 
ce portion than 1 load it per contfa with what 
on 2255 borrow, will any man fay I have acted 1 un⸗ 5 


Towards the cloſe of the laſt century the income ariſing from 


oa property was not ſuppof:d to be more than five and twenty 
millions per annum. V 


_ oY FOI have Lond ib! Will my Shots 


* condemn me, if by ſubjecking my Pr to 


* the payment of borrowed money, I have con- 


2 trived to add cõnſiderably to the rental and 


e clear receipt? Will he ſay he is ruined becauſe” 


* 


0 he ſucceeds to a debt, the intereſt of which 


compared with the income is in no greater pro- 
portion than one is to ſix, and the income com- 


pared with what 1 mt a in full bans 94s 


= of two toned to Dm off io: 


Fo. . 9 * 1180 * 1 8 x * 7 i" —_ 1 * ao 
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This kind of rebfoatinfo very Rs Pres ind 


dockives many. It has all thoſe for its votaries 


who ſkim no more than the ſurface of ſa bjects. 


The public debt no doubt and the conſequent” 
preffure of taxes has rouſed our induſtry to 
great exertions; and thoſe exertions have turn- 


ed to account. But the miſchief is, we may 


always go on to encreaſe the debt, but cannot 


always encreaſe dur income to counteract it; 


for clearly there muſt be a pitch of improve- 
ment beyond which the art of man can make 


no progreſs. Now the query is, whether we 


are not already arrived at the ze plus ultra of 
that attainment. And if that is the caſe we 
need not be told, that from this time forward 
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| lt ele to. the bulk: of the debly * 


Tint we 151 al Rand on ths bet 


mind, that land-tax,-tithe; and poor-rate; paro® | 


1 chial andcorunty oft, _ —_ res . er 


from the un of land; exclufive' of rent: 


Which high as it is at preſent, fall very ſhort 


It would ſeem therefore from this ſtatement that 


we have much more reaſon to dread the de- 


cline of the general rental, à than to raiſe our 
hopes to any advance. 'Fhoſe tracts indeed of 
fertile land which ſtill lie wafte, deforming the 


| face of this fine country, might under improve- 


ment bring ſome relief; but that is a diſtant. 
proſpect, and would not befide materially 
ſerve us. For my idea is, if we ſtill go on to 


encreaſe the debt, the declenſion of this coun- 


try, if not begun already, muſt then in TOY | 
commence when rents ſhall ceaſe to be in 
| cons cee ſtate of 1 TONS t. 4 


* The 7 which rents received during the laſt war is 2 
very favourable preſage. 


med I will not aver, but I very much fear 
it, and ſo muſt every man who: weighs in his 


partial advance eien dene 


2 mull eee and muſt be progreſſive 


while yet the debt is progreſſive alſo. But 


putting the caſe that the general rental may 


Rill be improved, it is no impeachment of this S 


propoſal. It neither arraigns its prudence or 


policy, nor prevents its effect. If fairly con- 
ſidered it pleads in its favour that ſomething re- 
mains which is worth-preſerying. All that would 


ſeem therefore to be wanting to induce compli- 
ance, is to ſatisfy ourſelves of the efficacy of the 


propoſal, and of thoſe advantages which are 


{aid to be expectant upon it. And circumſtan- 


ced as we are, it is ſurely well worth While to 


have the conviction of theſe matters brought 
home to our minds by means of a parliamentary 
enquiry; that if the ſyſtem is founded in error 
we may. ceaſe to deceive ourſelves, but if in 
truth that we may take the good fo kindly pro- 
viged. N ow the e of Sh are theſe: - 


£08 Whether the veacdy walks of land, e 
wo * and public funds is "ug millions per annum. 


0 Whether we now pay at the rate of fifteen 
© ſhillings in the pound to raiſe a revenue of 
© fifteen millions... 1 
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N merchants and men in trade con. 
* trive to create for eee an po: 
1-8 from ſtate burdens.” e 


For n ie ee thar 1 e value of 
land, houſes, and e funds beg e 


L wy annum; br 4 


Then it is true 4 that ve ſhillings. in 
the pound will raiſe a revenue of fifteen 
& millions. ; | 


II it ie true that we now pay at the rate of 
fifteen ſhillings in the 9 to oh a revenue 
of fifteen millions 5 > 


> 


They i it ere allb that we pay ten ſhillings 


in the pound more than we have Wy occaſion 
15 8 . | OT 


If it is true Sd 5 He men in e 
Þ contrive to create for themſelyes an A 
from ſtate burdens ; | 


\ 


Then is it true alſo that the proprietors 


of lands, houſes, and public funds are the ſole 
paymaſters of all impoſts. And conſequently 


3 f 


Pd 
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thit 15 july i is offered to that deſcription *. 
men by this propoſal, but that great and laſt- 
ing advantage will accrue to them by changing 
the mode as here e 1 . the 
revenue. 


But the fair reaſoning on theſe premiſes does 


_ not end here; it may be puſhed to a more ſur- 
priſing length. For the preſent payment of 


| fifteen ſhillings in the pound, by means of 


which as matters are now managed little or no 
progreſs can be made towards our relief, col- 
luected by a pound rate will yield a ſurplus of 
thirty millions; which ſum applied as a ſinking 


fund will quite extinguiſh the national debt in 


eight years tinie. Yielding to us in the mean 
time from the falling in or ceaſing of the in- 


tereſt upon the thirty millions annually paid 


off, a ſure relief, encreaſing in each ſucceed- 
ing year, -to the full amount of twelve hundred 
thouſand pounds por annum. 


In eight years time the debt diſcharged, no 
other drawback will then remain, but that 
which is neceſſary to defray the ordinary ex- 
pences of government. Setting thoſe expences 


at five millions per annum, - which provides 
N 3 
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-an 1 8 of half a ion yearly more tha 
is now allowed for the navy expenditure,- our 
whole contribution in time of peace would. be 
one ſhilling and eight- pence in the pound, or 
four-pence for every million raiſed. What it 
might chance to be in time of war, I cannot 
pretend to determine, but to give it a name, let 


| the war expences be eſtimated at ten millions 


per annum. Our further contribution in ſuch 
caſe would be 3s. 4d. which added to 18. 8d. 
produces a payment in time of war two thirds 
leſs than that which is now exacted i in time of 


peace. 


But the author has given his opinion againſt 
the propriety of an actual payment of the 
public debt, * and whether or no he has reaſon 
on his ſide let others determine. Thus far at 
| leaſt we may preſume to ſay, that no ſuch 
haſty payment can turn to advantage. As good 
a way perhaps would be, to trim between the 
two extremes, ſo as neither to make ſuch rapid 


payments, nor ſuffer the debt to remain un- 
diminiſhed. 


Lit us 4 has = 1 18 :adged wk 
to reduce the debt at the rate of five millions per 


6 297 F oF 
| Aunüm a will require a pound rate of 18. 
8d. to do this, which rate continued while 
peace remains will liguidate the debt a- pace. 
It will likewiſe furniſh that gradual ſupply wy 
wealth for trade and other purpoſes as will 
not glut but gratify the market. In ten years 
time, if peace ſhall laſt ſo long, fifty 
millions will be paid off; and our annual 
pound rate reduced, of courſe, from ſix and 


_ eight-pence to fix ſhillings. Let us grant the 


ten ſucceeding years to be years of war, and 
the annual extra charge to be ten millions. 

Now that ſupply will require a pound rate as 
mentioned before of 38. 4d. But as it is not 
propoſed to go on with the reduction of the 
debt during the continuance of war, the fund for 
5 that purpoſe, viz, 1s. 8d, will fo far go in relief of 
the war expences; it will only therefore require 
an additional rate of 1s. 8d. which added to 
fix ſhillings will make for the years of war our 
annual pound rate 78. 8d. When peace returns, 
our attack on the debt will begin a-freſh. Let 
us ſay then that the fame periods of peace and 
war ſhall occur as before, It is clear that as in the 
ſpace of twenty years, we ſhall have leſſened our 
debt fifty millions, in forty ſuch years one hundred 
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millions will be extinguiſhed--- i in. eighty, twa 
hundred millions, and ninety of courſe will ſet 
t, which 
| ſomewhat tops the truth, at five times fifty mil- 
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PART ＋ * E THIRD, 


CONTAINING 
5 THE 
ABOLITION OF  TITHES 


meg bes THE 


REFORM 


or 1 1 8 


CHURCH REVENUE. 


The Doctrine of Preſcription conſidered. 


A NARRATIVE of PROCEEDINGS 
at a County MEETING held at MOR- 
PETH, Dec. 22, 1784, n the Ty 
ment of TITHES, 


A LETTER to the FREEHOLDEFRS of 


the CounTyY of Nox THUMBERLAND, on 
the ſame ſubject. 5 


The CONCLUSIQN, 
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CHUR CH REVENUE, ; 
ee ee FIFTH EDITION, 
* N order to make theſe meaſures the more 
palatable, , particularly to the landed intereſt, 
on bolt ſhoulders the principal part of the 
burden is to reſt, let theſe regulations be ac- | 


companied with a Nullum Tempus bill, * reſ- 
pecting the claims of the church. And let 
that be followed up by another bill effegting 


„A bill of this kind was paſſed a few years ſince . the 
Claims of .he Crown, 


PP — —— — — — *> —— — 
TY : 5 80 . by 
x 4 - „ . 
J 5 0 Fac : * 


1 5 202 Ty” 


"the 8 in 2 of chat hateful practice „ 


tithing, which has done more harm to the 
"cauſe: of religion, than all the eli or - 


13327 world put togerher. 


- 


"Pai this epo le every Pöprbter of land 
be obliged to purchaſe the tithes of his eſtate, 


by a fair valuation of their worth at. thirty 


years purchaſe; not, however, by an actual 


payment of the principal ſum, but by ſubjecting 
5 : his property to the regular . of 7 
ey e at the rate of four per cent, 5 


en er en, 5p Uibes 
would thus be worth three thouſand pounds in 
money, and four per cent. on every ſuch ſum _ 


is 20l. a year in every hundred more than is 


no received on the ſcore of tithes. With 
what juſtice then has this part of the plan been 
| arraigned as a wicked deſign. to Pings * 
church! 


985 Theſe points ſecured, let there be made @ 
more righteous diſtribution of the property of 
the church: firſt, by grubbing up the ſuckers, 
and lopping off all uſeleſs limbs, which ſerve 


only to disfigure the tree, or deprive the ex- 


— 


* 
— 


1 293, 4 
ben of FOR proper i FER . ; 


Io afterwards, by making a ſuitable proviſion for 255 


every neceſſary branch, which is left . - 


in 18, of that Wh ſock, 


An my meaning, which is fguraivel * 


in the foregoing paragraph, may be liable to 


miſconſtruction, I will add a x fo words *% ; 
wars of ee | | 


{ 1 2 n mit that the ith prieft 5 Aves his | 
duty, is a neceſſary branch; as alſo the Biſhop * 


who does his duty; but when Þ have ſaid 
this, I have faid all that I meant to ex- 
preſs: for i in truth, there i is neither uſe, beauty, 
nor profit, in any other. Therefore let all 
other branches of this wide- f preadin g tree, that 
is to ſay, let all other names and appointments 
in the church eſtabliſhment, fave only that 


which I have mentioned, and the TOY off MW 


1 fates, be got rid of for ever. 


But 28 ws amputations are attended with 


danger, it behoves us to act with caution in this 


particular. If the meaſure is approved, a few 


years will prune them all to our hands; and it 


is better to wait the flow, but ſafe and certain 
operation of time, than run any riſk 1 in ſo mas 


terial a concern. | | | : 


an”, f 
EOS had t 


* . 


> 1X 204. 5 
There are ſome, I know, who will repros 


1 | bate the exception which i Is made reſſ ſpecting 8. 
tte prelacy; but I haye acted in this caſe 
under the influence of a ſlrong g conviction * 


; that the order, with ſome little amendment, 
may be made uſefu} to the Nate, and of ſer» » 


1 * to religion. | es Chant ral 


< I 
= 3 1 n 
„ A 2 of 
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T he next point to be diſcuſſed is "He 2 oa : 


4 tenance of the inferior clergy, which under. this 


= new. regulation are reduced to one ſingle claſs. | 


z 
PPP TT AS ep. A - St) ES; POE A A gs, Dan — 


r T 


rr —————— 
5 5 


: The duties of whoſe ſtation being preciſely 1 the : 
' ſame, why ſhould they not be placed upon a 


footing of equality in other reſpects? Can any | 
reaſon be aſſigned for à diſtinction in this caſe? | 
Or can any one ſay, when the wþole duty of 5 
the church i is at preſent performed for half a 5 


: million, * that it would be doing an unhand- 
ſome thing to ſet aſide, for the ſame purpoſe, four 
or five times as much as is no received 7; | 


This regulation i is replete with innumerable 


+ | ſoa eee 1 will name ſome few of 


0 "The duty of the Church is performed be the moſt part by 
Ci arates, whoſe ſtipends are largely rated at col, per annum, 


one with another. Ten thor ſand of thoſe according to the com. 
putation of the number of Pariſhes in England and Wales at 0. 


25 annum each, is 4% a million exactly. 


” „ . & # 
* N 


hind) and leave the reſt to the  dicinnen of 
2 readers. 


i 


1 a at 3 foot Ne pluraliticss 5 an bake ö 
which calls loudly for redreſs. It furniſhes a 
ſvitable proviſion for all the inferior clergy: 
whereas now there are ſome of them moſt. 
ſhamefully deſtitute. It euts off all hope and 
expectation of advantage from change of place ; 
ſo that over whatever diſtrict a clergyman is 
appointed to precide, there he will ſet himſelf 
down, I truſt, contented: and having a mind 
| free from the interruption of wordly concerns, 
it is a fair inference to ſuppoſe, that he will 
devote all his time and attention to the bene- 
volent duties of his office. 


"int as - oi WII N no doubt, after 
theſe contingencies are ſatisfied, a very conſi- 
derable overplus ; * let it go, in further relief 
of the land, as a Iu for the poor. 


| And here let no man pretend to ſay that 
have * laid my hands upon the pa- 


8 The reyenue of the church is computed at two millions 154 
a half, and upwards: we may therefore conclude that by; over- ' 
plus will not fall ſhort of half a million. , 


* 250 11 


fectly agreeable to the original intention of tlie 
donors. For tithes were firſt granted, in part, a 


for the maintenance of the clergy; and in 


part for the relief of the poor: ſo that origt- 


nally the clergy v were n the eee of 


> ams. 

2:0; qereetiing this my denen, as ib 
corru ption of the order increaſed, they be. 
gan to appropriate more and more of them 
to their own uſe; and, at length, taking 
advantage of the ſupineneſs of the laity, and 
the debaſement of their minds, by religious 
fears, they boldly put in their claim to the 
whole, as their own, by right drome. Leav- 


ing the poor to the mercy of heaven, or to the 


tender bowels of thoſe, who, like the good 
Samaritan, and rot /ike the Prieff, could not 


paſs, without looking upon their diftreſs, and 
e ah relief; De TO IR . 


To proceed. The clergy of thoſe days wit 
in their own generation, as the children f 


Mammon, foreſeeing that the time would come 


hen the eyes of the world would be opened, 


took care to ſecure to themſelves. a further 
title, under the plea of common-right. 


im th of the att.” The regulation i is pers : 


* 


Laſt of« all, W uses it vio Lis lace of their 
Wi impoſitions, and as if any thing could _ 
ce an additional ſtrength to common-right and 
ngbt divine, they ei fit to TOs in Lune 


0p to their, aſſiſtance. 


And 1 am; at 1 points, t Tis 3 


thoſ e Miniſters of peace, and preachers af ſelf 


denial, have ever ſince been in a ſtate of conti- 
nual warfare for the good things of this world. 


But to return from this digreſſion. Let us 


not, in this general reform, which is intend- 
ed to adminſter comfort to ſo many indivi- 


duals, let us not be inattentive to the tears of 
the diſconſolate widow, too often left deſti- 


tute; nor turn Pup from the cries of the or 


leſs orphan. ny 


he a proviſion 1 W ler 9 4 Lido ba 


entitled to her thirds: and in caſe of the pre- 
vious death of the mother, or if ſhe does not 


- ſurvive her huſband ten years, let the ſtipend 


be continued for the maintenance and educa- 
tion of the children, during the whole of that 
term, or the remainder of it, as the caſe 2 


happen. 


„ 


ü „ „ 


And whereas I have faid that the overphis ; 
of the ſpoils of the Church ſhall go in aid of 
ide land, as a proviſion for the poor; it may a 
not be amiſs; on furtlier conſideration, to ap- 
propriatè a certain proportion of thoſe ſavings; 
as a collateral proviſion for orphans left defti- _ 
_ tute, after the expiration of ten e a _ N 
* ye their mother: 1 | . 


F. o of all the poor, ; theſ, nd FRO bc | 
the beſt claim to our pity and aſſiſtance, who 
have been brought up in eaſe arid plenty; and 
ure reduced, by no fault of their . to mi- | 
oy. ayd want. | 
72 _ Nothing now. remains, to 3 Hd 8 
mation compleat, but to ſecure the indepen- 
| dence of the bench of biſhops; which can in 
no other way be {> well N a8 by Ys, 
an end fo tranſlations. N 
| bl N 1 9 18 appointed, | there LE 
let him temain; and in order to remove every 
objection at once, let them all be put upon 
an equality i in Za of emolument, the two 
atch-biſhops cepted, and let them be made 
equal in point of profit between themſelves, 
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uDL in point of 14 Log 0 the LE 
E is to tay, let every biſhop receive a clear | 
| payment.of 3oool. a year, and 1 two arc. 


* 8 * * * 
N * a e 


ee, 


. FFV 
4 PTY 3 
n TFT aa; more to . FR way to Je 
N reform, let the ladiet be enliſted on 
our fide, by prog mow the title and rank of . 
1 1 EA n= 4 81 EY : ob ne oY peo 7 


8 hire again! 1 enter u pon a all” - 
field of advantages, which will accrue to the . 
ſtate, to the cauſe of religion, and the peace 
of ſociety, by t the abolition of tithes and the 
independence of the biſhops: but, as what I 
have; aid, - when ſpeaking of taxes, may be 
- urged with equal propriety in the preſent caſe, 
1 ſhall conclude. with repeating, | That it can- 
not be neceſſary to enter upon a detail of N 
8 nee 5 in pl 25 A eee fact. 


1 have now Sore to . 19 it was my fr 
intention to have prefixed my name to this little 
Work, but conſulting with a judicious friend 
upon the occaſion, his argument coinciding 
with my own cooler thou ghts, v were eee 5 
due againlt it. | „ LEN 


8 3 1 210 2 IT V 
That 1 ſhould has: all good m | 
ale would mj N comfort; b 
no doubt, ſome e bad men 1 in the : 
as ſworn enemies to reform, | =: 
_ againſt me. And, when no | 
ſerved by 3 | 


448 * | 4 
Rd 7 
2 Yew by . 8 * ; , 
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in the way of langer, y FE üch 
Wit ut | 


x what I have projected is appro! g 
ts nation is permitted to reap the benefit of 
= | e edge tothe. ct ih 
5 "bt VE 2 0 50 i | 
6 ot that I mean, 1 
par the praiſe of gd men, or ber. thatiae 
which is at onc 
2 to virtue, and its beſt reward vs 
ſon can put that ee 
1 mud ys if any praiſe ſhalt attend me; 
Ty e " beſtow | 
25 Alices it ” lf 
N pity” jr — Pike t 
no other end to anſwer, by this publication, but 
the good of my count; | Te” 


"the preſt, when the 


a ; } LOS wi a. Ie + 
: $5 , 


| r We might 
Ef it is 8. to 
give this public teſtimony of m 
| 
| | 
tha which it is repreſented 
| e e n the two {i 
1 02 | | 


Its poſſible TY lordſhip m 7 have ; dun 
bis opinion upon the authority: 
not recently made; and if 8 > variation is. 
eafily accou ated for. The value of eſtates, 
a aud fuch, in partic lar, as are ſituate at any 
conſiderable diſtance from the capital, Where 
-th e ſpirit of improvements had not hen ma & 
81 having encreaſed within the century, 
tain knowledge, in a a much "gh ater 


with no invidious deſign to leſſen any man's 


| gs, but merely to eſfabliſn a "fact; P. 
| 565 ® way be perm itted to riſk a a" comment 
S n 4 ollowing e rack Some deans 
and chapters have, with a very laudable 
4. diſintereſtedneſs, N appropriated a tenth, or, 
* a larger part of their annual fines, to the 
60 repair” od the fabrick of their churches.” 
* ich paſſage I beg leave to obſerve, with | 
all due ee to better information, that 
8 revenue which the church 3 is in poſſeſſion 
of, was not granted, a as implied by the words 
I have quoted, to the ſole purpoſe of fups 
porting the clergy, but expreſsly for the four 


Jollowing g diſtin uſes; viz. For the poor one 
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panegyric, have in this reſſ 
their duty: They have, 
vhich is more than many 
. can 12 * to; they have acted up to 


intention of the donors, which aſſuredly 


f 7 I 4 - 
* * 
* . N | . : 7 7 - 
; * * ? 
% 7 : = 
4 - 1 * £ 3 * . 
7 * * Py q 2 
: 5 4 2 >. 
2 5 * 
3 8 
22 3 7 . * £ * - 
+ 2 * 
Kept ” x L & > e * x * 9 "WM. N 
4 J - s " x: 4 * 8 - 
” 
\ — , — 
„ 3 * 1 x Sa 3 * N . ” 2 — as 
1 "ER 4. 5 FX len 8 E — CR » IG ""EE F ——_— — 99 FY 
— — — — — — — ” 
: : 5 2 q — 
8 # * pL. hn . 2 J 4.4 * 
4 8 * * * 2 [ * 
g : F 
* I * * 


iſt; THAT thirty years purchaſe for tithes 
is more than the average price of land. 


Anſwer: Let what will be the average priee 
of land it does not apply to the preſent queſtion: 
In ſuch a PP for obvious reaſons, the higheſt 


and not the average price ſhould regulate: the 
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rantable abridgement of a eee wer in 
of OT to take advantage like 

men of times a d circumſtances to en- 

kerze their n w ws ey | may 


/ 4 


Ach. The plan of equalization will not only 
be a needleſs degradation of the order, but 
will have the effect to diſcoura ge learning, by 


| . 


̃ e 
| W az rb op induvernent that now. 
5 ſtands ny to men of letters. e | 


A 1 7 is not * e 5 hs 6 Y | 
7 but the ſanity of it that is to compaſs the end 
of the inſtitution; and ſo far from having the 

effect to diſcourage leatning by ſhutting the: door a 
agæainſt men of letters, tlie door will be opened 
5 much wider than ever. Ten thouſand men * f 
letters may then look up in the very « outſet to eaſe 
and independance, which is not the preſent 
caſe; and ſtill the mitre remains in view to 
5 crown : 1 m oft diſtinguiſhed merit; 


| "ths if thats objections ſhould hall © continue 2 
and cannot be overcome, if the general 1e. 
ſpectability of the order, on which in a great 
degree the cauſe of rden itſelf depends, muſt 
needs be facrificed,---if having the means to 
make of the clergy. not only the moſt indepen- 
dant body of men in the king dom, but the moſt. 
_ uſeful, if having the means to make them the 
moſt contented, the moſt honoured; the beſt 
and happieſt members of this community; we 
will not uſe the means, there let it reſt: the 


0 * Prefuining the amber of . in England and Wales * 
d ten thouſand . | 
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| matter of faber is ry a ſeparate buſineſs, and may 
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At 858 freſh n 5 8 TI 
[ie hebe Churchman or Layman, let there be 
made a new” valuation of the tithe eſtate in 
queſtion. Let this be done by the common 
mode of arbitration, and let thoſe concerned 
© be'mutually bound by law, the one to accept 
in lieu of tithes, - the other to pay the yearly | 
um adjudged ; or let there be made an annual 

peyment of AI. per cent. on the groſs amount of 5 
the ſum thoſe tithes would raiſe if ſold, compu- 
ting their worth at the current price of land o 

be then' aſcertained by” the arbitrators. RI 


3 EPR, 
F - ** 


OF | 


- Bp his: moſt plain and practicable mode of 
Aeewinaiotation; we may rid ourſelves at once 
of all that is grievous and hard to be borne in 
matters of tithe, of all that is hurtful or can be 
productive of ftrife, of all that can breed diſ- 
putes, give cauſe of complaint, or make a 
breach between the parties; and all this may 
: be brought to paſs, without infringing on any 
ls ght, without abridgement of any power, and 

| without diſturbing the ſettled courſe of Church 5 

Prefermen EL | „ 


1 gible mode of ad) uſting | 2 t ak _ 
cern of this kingdom, that Commiſſioners were 


appoin ted by Parliament to aſcertain the pro- 


portion which the preſent. annual value of the 
tithes of an eſtate bear to the preſent! annua 


tent of the land, and to convert the given abe z 


proportion into a perpetual money- payment, to 
riſe and fall with the rent of 


land advances to fifteen hundred pou 


2 pounds per ann :---If the land rent falls to 
five hundred pounds per ann :---the money- 


payment to fall in like proportion to fifty pounds 
per ann: - and ſo in all poſſible caſes, the aſcer- 


tained ſtandard proportion to remain inmmai 


„ FEA 5 
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* n 


f the land? For in- 
| ſtance, ſuppoſe the preſent value of the tithes 
of an eſtate to be one hundred pounds per ann. 
and the preſent value of the land to be one 
thouſand pounds per ann: If the rent of the: 
ann:---the money- payment, in lieu of 2 — to 
advance in like proportion to one hundred and 
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n No ot jection is meant to hs ag to 
the e rp contained in the preceding 
; but in 55 general a concern as that 
of Religion,” hy ſhould not the maintenance 


. e e be made a ber 1 concern 


th model property”, 
ſhould :onſtra: Ns ber cb 

| careoftheir own ſouls, butfor the ſouls likewiſe . 

olf all other men And why ſhould not property, 

Do | evfiractivlame can be dome at conſcientiouſly, 5 
made egos. to the 1 the Clergy? 

impar rmined the mat 
ter; perſonal er aber ringen declared 

to e as i aac the right of the church as pre- 

_ dial tithe. But the vain idea of enforcing the 


- paymidet of perde tithe has long fince been 1 


very properly abandoned, as opening a door to 
iniquity, which no policy could juſtify, in the 5 
temptation it held out to relieve the pocket at 
the expence of the conſcience, the value of ſuch 
ing wholly on the oath of the party 
called upon. Thus has it happened that all 
other property has been eaſed, while no relief 
has been given to the land. But, why ſhould 
not perſonal property, the quantum of which 


in the e of it, remain exempt from 
payment ** For inſtance, landed ſecurities; —.4 
ſhould they remair exempt? Why ſhould miort- - 
_ ' gages have all the contingent evils of a ſale, + 
and none ;of the advantages? In the actual ale 


of any proportionate ſhare of an eſtate; n 
vender remains ſubject to tithes only for what 
| kojotains of the land. Why then; ſhoullSioe' 


the perſon granting ſecurities out of land, be 


relieved from the payment of tithe in mfr x 
portion? And why ſhould not that proportionate 
ſhare of, tithe be made good to the church by * 
the party holding ſuch ſecurities? No real i in⸗ 
juty would be done to monied men, ſeeing that 2s 
no more would be required of them than what N 
they were bound in law to perform. It would: - 
not affect the Chu rch. It matters not to that 
body, by whom the tithe is paid, ſo that it is 
add It might be ſaid indeed, that as a mere 


| perſonal matter, the tithe of che money, if 


due at all, muſt be due to the church, and 
| ought to be paid to that body over and above the 
tithe land, and not in alleviation of it. But it is 


; not ſo in fa, neither could ſuch be the i intention 
of law at any time. The i income, in this caſe, 
ariſes out of the land which Pays its tithe ; and 


ring conſeien 8, 
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2 tithe the money. alſo: which 1 an iu 
come from it, would have the effect of making 
the land pay tithe twice, which, in no caſe is 
1 0 And why: houl not this idea be ex- 


"© ge the land, to the land- tax p 


m nents. 2 That is to ſay, why ſhould not the 


S - 5 __ N ſuch i . their ape 1 


ir e e incomes out of. the 


"oY = 0 tithed and e 


of 2-4 of. he Church are adequate to 
its T u pport, why ſhould not the proprietors of 
the public funds, poſſeſſin g a property which 
is equall y aſcertainable with landed e 
85 be made $. eee as by al they 


* * The 15 direfs ha land taxtobelevied act — 


operated as a virtual repeal to that part of the tithe law, has had 
the, like operation with reſpect to a ſimilar part of the land-tax 
| hw. But either through the remiſſneſs of land owners,'or through, 
the ſuperior addreſs of monied men, the matter has been extended 
to points which are out of the pale of that repeal; that is to fays 


It has been extended to monies, the quantum of which my * 


1 otheriſe than by the oath of the party. 


ilar caſes, as the law directs, * in 


even to the poor- rates and other — "M 


p at ted t that 6 pre- 


Ale and perſonal eſtates, - But the ſame good reaſon which has 
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i 40, "a, s ie maintenance of 6 Miniſters o 
Religion? And, why. ſhould not their propor- 


wks . N is 1 2 
"TO n uh” F: : Fg L 
2 * adds.” 4 — * £ o —— HT. — e oo" 4 
i FCC 3 


| tion be applied in diminution. of the preſent _ wy 


why ſhould 10t. t 
: ſeflments?_ "And, why ſhould. not the fame. de 

paid in eaſe of the land, and in aid of the articu= 
lar diſtrict whete the party happens to be bei- 

5 dent! ? The Church would not be injured, re- 
ceiving' its preſent i income unimpaired, Which 
was premiſed to be adequate to its occaſions, 

5 The ſtate would not be injured, as taking no- 
thing from it which it now enjoys. The 

funded property would not be injured, no more. 

being required. from that body than by law is 

enjoined, to be paid. * And, after all, what 
is the fancied adyantage that land will re- 
ceive ?. A mere ſhadow of advantage- more 

i than it has all along been entitled to, 

; though it has not enjoyed, and theref re no 
more certainly than is due to ſair dealing. The 
. regulation would then ſtand thus. 

uppoſing, for argument ſake, the caſe to be 
88 , That the funded income amounts | 
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: | warned, and it odd reſt wi 
his Hee all prope 
| all ſhall be made to feel a an n equal intereſt i in 
r 1 TO! om what quart er can dang b 
ſ 4 bliſhment * The nation 
| we to preſent a brazen wall a 
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| MW innovators ; A it ill become, as it Were, co 
On? K 7 T one cand the ſame 


% 
15 
Y 
- * > a * 3 * 
4 \ 7 3 . * £4 * 496; # 
N * 4 2 Þ 4 3 o 3 5 r % +4 ; A 7 * 2 * * 171 
= - FO « * 5 5 8 8 _ $28 
; 2 * * 1 5 > Pp 1 * N. + Is 
Fy * * 722 6 
© f 2 3 3224 * ; a by 
2 5 7 4 ms 
* ; * * * 
„ * , 
* 4 4 ” g ” ” « i#- 
18 1 gr * 1 * "Ie * S $2 " A+ 7: 0 o 4 
* * ; 8 * * 3 q . — * 8 
* *% ko A 5 4 "©. # 3 3 1% . 4 . „ * 
* „ hr; 5, ff 3 2 45 Rat 2 353R „ £2 * 4 Y 12 £ 
* * > 1 7 
+ - 
t 
» — > 1 
, by 2 7 = . — 
: E „ : | 4 
5 + & * * 
f ; 4 0 - 
7 [ x * ' 
Se + 5 F x Ix 7 * 3 n . 
% — * 15 x . 1 x b F5 Z 
> 1 * $3 fiat rut * „ 3 - 8 % 
"2 9 
I — 
. 7 * . 
- 
- 
— { - 
* 
* * 
— * % P 
. 
— 
- 
c 
* * 
- 
- - 
i 
A; 
2 « [1 
* . 
— — A 


N out- cry having been raiſed againſt the 
83 Prin nciple of a Nullum Tempus Bill ref 

ing the claims of the church, as an unjuſt at- 
ck upon private property, it is become ne- 
fary for me to inveſtigate and explain the 
d if in the courſe of my reaſon- 
7 is made, which muſt prove fa- 


US, - but even to 


en given nf favour of the. ech, by fach as 


: may hop er 9 250 loſs, let thoſe be blamed who call. | 
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an that i is 1 for . aa is te 
"conſider the nature, a and extent of the 
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a For the better illuſtration of. which, lr us 
place Preſcription beſore us -a8 a familiar ob- 
jet of the ſenſes. Let us compare it to an 

8 arch. Conſidered in this light, that of tho 
crown, which is the larger arch, is extended 

over all the real property in "this kingdom. 

That of the church, a ſmaller arch, embraces 

but a part. Of which arch, in either caſe, 


former poſſeſſion is the key-ſtone. And as no 
arch can ſtand without its key, fo neither 5 
. can preſcription be h without 1 proc 
def former LOOT ne WY {ade 


FA. 


| WW 

"The crown, as dt ago: =; property, 5 

1 bears that proof in its boſom. But it is other- 

wile. with the church, which is not the N 
Fountain. of what it poſſeſſes, but the reſer- 
voir. The church poſſeſſes no land by vir⸗ 
tue of original ri right ; neither has it any in- 
| herent. title to . The title which it has i 


Wan 


in either caſe, i 18 acquired, and: as ſuch waits . 


the proof, if called in queſtion. . The poſſeſ- 
ions of the church a are derived from the bounty 
of others,” the donors are th erefore, more pro- 


= tang zible | prof 


perth, the ene that Ju . 
got krutltty 925 from the ctown, is Qll = 
in the crown; fo in like männer, that which 
this regularly flowed frem the crown fo the 
 laity; and has not regularly flowed from thence: 
to the church, is ſtill in the laity. , That indeed 
Which has regularly owed, throug gh either IE - 
| theſe channels, to the church, , though loſt fora 
time, 4s ſtill, without any 1 mariner of doubt, their 
Jerty- In other words, where 
1 3 is rock that any incumbent was hereto- 
fore i in legal poſſeſſion of that which , is how 
cälaim d by his ſueceſſor, that caſe is in point, 
at there are no other to which preſcription. is 
applicable, or by virtue of which the claimant 
= entitled. toa decree 1 in his favor. FS: 
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10 ay 1 preſcription 1 Yet any "an 
| to that which no one ever poſſeſſed in the ſame 
predicament. with, himſelf, is an abſurd idea. 
Omnipotent as this magician may ſeem, it is 
not in his power to create a right; all he can 


- do is to recover that right which has once been 


loſt. If you join iſſue with us in this defini= 
tion, or whether you join or not, it is the 
' © buckler of truth, and will not fail us. It re- 
55 mains with you, therefore, my reyerend friends, 
p | 
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8 
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y of Which is manifeſt, 
of thoſe very exceptions 
5 33 


ve attempted to do. 
to reclaim all that part 


— 


N 


tithe · property which i is now in our poſſeſſion ; : 
far. doing of which you have ſufficient ene 


* 


ragement, when you are told from 
thority,--—< That it was by 
i conveyed into Jay hands.” * 
e divine, or common“ rigl a. 
- Hor, can be ours. Then take it 


N 


If it is yours 


om us. 


this Your aim, is this your drift, is this your 


meaning? Speak out! for if it is, 1 will give 
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fich Pretences. The inſu cier ney, , the 1 
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ou ſhould. firſt ſet aſide thoſe exem | ptions, as 


range 4 means enough 


ings, in the uſe of an expreſſion which ſtrikes 
at the root of their validity; and to haye done 
I can no more think of impu- | 
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pace with this idea. 
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the land- holder was — high on — 
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Which! is preſumed to be the” 


ance, the tandard of tender conſcience, acting 
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n Ker _—_ clergy,” nem 
eli gion as productive of enmity, and 
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| | | Tho! now they reſt on *eider beds, - „ 
5 Tho now they lift their mitred heads, . 
3 1 5 Tho? to-their twilted ſtrength they truſs 1 


2 _— . N wm 
Fed SET +” ; 7-4 


had here ee an obſervation. of Sir Edward 
Coke s which is very applicable to the Pre- 
ſe, and which as a further warnings 
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to check rapaciouſneſs I ſhall here beg leave to 
ſubjoin. His words are as follows,---"* That as 
* the overflowing of waters do many times 
& make the river to loſe his proper channel, ſo 
© in times paſt ecclefiaſtical perſons ſeeking to 
«* extend their liberties beyond their true bounds 
© either loſt or enjoyed not that en of ns, cad 
„ belonged to them,” # | 1 


From what has been aid, it is rde — 
the Pore defence againſt the aims ef the 
c. is to put them upon proof of forme 
for preſcription having ee 
only ue the recovery of poſſeſſion, till that is 
made appear, preſcription is pas 1-6 __ 

97% 6 4 p6-fge avail. ET OS | 5 


If any one is dy wah to FOO this, 
let him look to the conſequence. The denial 
involves this moſt dangerous propoſition, L. 
That the preſcription of the church is para- 
mount to the preſcription of the crown; a 
doctrine too bold for any prieſt, or any high- 
prieſt in theſe our days to maintain in this 
| PORntry\ Cs 


Coke Inſt. Vol, II. Chap. I. page 4. 


0 


1 may, therefore, very well be laid down 
as a Sr rule, that the clergy are entitled 
to no other tithes but ſuch as they have been 
in the habit of receiving by virtue of their re- 


3 ſpective endowments, or ſuch as the cuſtom of 


the place, from long poſſeſſion, has ſanctified 


to them. All other tithes of Whatever deno- 


mination, fave thoſe alone which are admitted 
| fo be legally veſted in the hands of - laymen, 
belonged to the crown, and not to the 
church, as dormant rights, but are now for 
ever ſecured to the ſeveral proprietors of the 
5 by t the late Nuthum . Bill, | 


| The Nullun T, empus which is now ao 
is therefore of little importance to the laity, 
otherwiſe than as it will ſerve the cauſe of re. 
ligion, by putting an immediate ep to New 
ws of further litigation, | | 


From this ſtatement of the vide ſupported 
as it is on either hand by truth and reafon, this 
inference muſt be drawn, Tuat the preſent 
claims of the church are for the moſt part Fatile ; 
and that all ſuch decrees as have already been given 

in favour of novel payments, are Founded in errer, 
aug liable to Reverſal. | 
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ABSTRACT . a ae in e 
to or fioxs which were ſtarted 
2 a n CV 


vo object to the e propoſitiont--» | 
* The crown is the fountain of property, 
and controvert it by a caſe, the ſtrongeſt, I 
believe, that can poſſibly be brought to bea 
againſt it, vis --“: That there were formerly. 
« in this kingdom certain eſtates and patrimo- 
* nies called allodial which owed nothing ta 
: 1 the frown but N ah, | 


This Argument of yours is, 3 EF very 
23 5 powerful antagoniſt; I muſt, therefore, do my 
: utmoſt to prevail upon him to deſert his co: 
lours, and come over to my fide. That 1s to p | 
ſay, muſt endeavour to prove that there is 
no land in this country which was not held 
either mediately or imm ediately of the crown: 
not even excepting allodial land, which of all 
others was the moſt res * inglependent. 


For this purpoſe pleaſe to turn to Domeſday, 
and there you will find the lublequent words: 


SP 233 Þ 
Brands moritur alodarius, rex inde habet e 
tionem terre. And what is this relevatio terræ. 
what is this relief? It is in fair conſtruction, a 
clear declaration of original right on the part 
of the crown; -an unreſerved unequivocal ac- 
knowled gement of the ſame on the part of the 
heir; The caſe was this. Upon the demiſe 
of any ſuch "perſon, the land fo held fell into 
the hands of the king; and there remained, in 
default of an heir, tangquam terra revertens. in 
pofſefione donatori five heredibus ſuis, poſt donum 
fimnitum. But if an heir, conforming to the ori- 
ginal compact, appeared, and made good his 
claim, he relieved his land, recoyered poſ- 
ſeſſion, and held it, paying as you obſerve, 
| nothing more to the crown, but allegiance only. 


.; 


1 
If Suter N is wanting, do but attend 

: to the word revert, which is as much as to ſay 
return. Now you, or I, or any man may go 
toa place where we have never been before, 
but we cannot return to a place of that de- 
ſeription. In like manner, land may paſs from 
one to another, but it cannot be ſaid to revert 
to you or me, except it had been previouſly 
yours or mine, or his from whom we claim. 
To bring this argument home to our own 
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times.---Do 107 lands at this day, for want of 
© lawful heirs, revert to the lord of the manor 
of whom thoſe lands are held? In default of 
whom, do they not ultimately revert to the 


crown? ' Secing then that all lands may by time 
and chance revert tp the crown, and that nong 
can poffibly revert where they had not been 
before, jt follows from theſe premiſes, that | 
all lands did originally flow to individuals rom 
ce crown, and 8 tae 16 frowe 7 


7 PO? . n 


en alledge i in repuen, 65 chat * Se 1 


7 a ws: quoted from Domeſday, have no refe- 
, rence whatever to the ſtate and condition of 


e property before the conqueſt ;---that they 


e are not what I have ſuppoſed them to be, 
%a clear declaration of antient right, and he 5 


e uſage of England; but of that agreement 
„only, which taking place between the king 
% and the people, did then give birth to the 
right in queſthsn. That the love of entere 
1 priſe, and martial*fame, which was the cha- 
4 rater of the age, firſt paved the way for this 
great revolution in property. The barons ſeem- 
ing to vie with one another who ſhould be 
_ '* foremoſt to ſurrender their antient indepen» 


( 1 


” « dent rights, in ordeg to hold of 'the crown 
66 by military ſervicez an exemple which Tan 
like wild- fire ne all ranks and ond 


60 tions of: men, 


760 That Py 1 a were 3 | 


| i ee age or infirmities wers 


unable to « to this new regulation. It 
4 was therefore enafted, as. Domeſday recites, 


_ with an | eye particulary turned to theſe 
0 recuſfants-»-2yando moritur alodarius, rex inde 
t habet relevationen terræ; that is to ſay, upon 
the demiſe of any ſuch perſon, the tenure 


4 ſhall he changed, and the heir for the time 


to come ſhall pay © relief like com oe 
5 * e 2 = | 


Be 8 as it may, 8 e if Juſt, 
does not go to invalidate the doctrine en- 
forced, but rather helps, to ſtrengthen our be- 
lief of theſe eſſential truths,---that the crown 


is the fountain of property, and that the church 
has no inherent title of tithes, The firſt of 


which admits of no doubt from the date of 
Domeſday, that is to fay, from the general 
eſtabliſhment of feudal tenures in England, 
which is far enough pack for our preſent pur- 
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| cumſtance, that the monaſteries 
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N And the latter is evident 


p 
* 


om this cir⸗ 
b before the diſ- 
lution were not re from eren . 


Ad here 1 might well content © myſelf to 
let the matter reſt, was it not neceſſary for 


the ſake of truth to obſerve further, that it 


appears by laws and ordinances of ancient 
kings before the conqueſt, and eſpecially of 
king Alfred, that the firſt kings of this coun- 


try had all the lands of England in domain, 

and Dun reſerving to themſelves, Les grand 
manors and royalties, they enfeoffed the baron 
of what remained, for defence of the realm, 


with ſuch juriſdiction as the court baron now 


| hath, of wh ich court the frecholders were 
| inſtituted 55 nt ping 7. 


ia 


<< mention another: 1 A lands 2 


I} were bound by no kind of ſervice or rent to a 
ſuperior lord, viz. © Lands which were held 
„ IT the church in e 


The fact you name is not to be denied. 


| j But 185 it n not at all A _ nen 


;* See Fleta Lib. Iv. 6. 15. & VI. 6. 49. adde Lib. V. 


1 See alſo Coke 28 Vol. I. page 58. 


t 2% 
of that maxim on which, as on a ſolid rock, 
my coloſſean arch is built. For even admit- 
ting that land in frank-almoigne was held 
not only f free of rent and ſervice, but of every 
kind of ſtipulation, which is ſuppoſing a 
Taſe that never did exiſt in ſo much latitude, 
this further proof will ſtill be wanting to the 
adverſe ſide,---that the land in queſtion was 
poſſeſſed as conſtitutionally inherent in the 
church, was enjoyed as part and parcel of its 
own peculiar eſſence. No other proof but 
this can make impreſſion; no other efficient 
battery can be placed within reach of the ſtruc- 
ture. F ill this engine can be brought to bear 
againſt i it, the work 1 is unaſſailable. It ſtands 
and ever muſt remain in ftrength and- beauty 
undiminiſhed, unimpaired. Now, this inhe- 
'rent right you have not proved; this batterring 
ram you have not brought into the field, nei- 
ther indeed have you attempted to do 1o. 
But you have manfully, and upon good 
ground, aſſerted this very oppoſite truth, viz. 
That the poſſeſſions of the church either flowed 
to them directly from the crown, or indirectly 
| through the channel of ſome ſuperior lord. 5 
Vour words are theſe: It appears manifeſt | 
*to me in the courſe of my reading that the 


0 238 „ > 
＋ endowments of churches and cathedrals, be 


« they tithes, oblations, or lands, were royal 
« benefices, or the free gifts of well di ſ- 


| 4 ' poſed and ſuperſtitious people. Some, in- 


te deed, thought proper to reſerve by way of 


t exemptions from taxes, Gc. part of their 
| «6 donations, and theſe in all likelihood, ars 


* the ent tithes in diſpute, "ih his 


* Von direct your attention in the next place 
| to the following propoſition: One thing is 


«« perfectly clear, that in all caſes of transfer, 
« nothing is ng 2 which is not compriſed 


4 in the grant. You admit this to be a poſ- 
tulatum from which neither fide can with- hold 
its aſſent. And yet you ſay a queſtion may 
ariſe, as in the caſe before us, reſpecting the 


quantum of that Property which was meant to 


* el. 


But let me aſk you-=-iv'it not to give every 
advantage which reaſon can expect, is it not 
to do all or more than juſtice could require, or 
candor's ſelf would recommend, to admit of that 
conſtruction of the words, which they of their 


own Si which their . friends, have 


7 229 1 
all along, by wilful and deliberate acts, 


not once, or twice; or twenty times, but 
eyermore declared to be the true intent and 


meaning of the grant? And yet theſe pious 
men, Oh fie upon it ſpits of reaſon, candor, 


juſtice, and to theſe I may ſubjoin, in ſpite of 


| honour, conſcience, truth, and common ſenſe, 
have laid aſide the evidence of thoſe whom 
intereſt, duty, inclination, prompted and im- 


pelled to do the very uttermoſt in their behalf, 
= becauſe that evidence diſproves their claims. 


Exhibiting by this one ſpecial deed, to public 
view, themſelves, as knaves, or thoſe as fools 
; which went before them. | . 


As to that which is aid exlpeting the pre- 
ſcription of the church, it is not intended, by 


what I have urged, to moleſt the clergy i in 


the peaceable enjoyment of their known 
rights; my only aim is to overthrow their 
title to novel claims, to put a ſtop to the pre- 
ſent rage of demanding tithe of things in places 
where they had never before been in payment. 
Such, for inſtance, as the tithe of agiſtment, 


which in many parts where it is now claimed, . 
was altogether unknown till the clergy of late 
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attem pted to ice it. The. pretence 157 
which is this that it is paid in other burts of 
England ; -not conſidering that where it is paid, 
there it is ſanctified by cuſtom immemorial 
and long poſſeſſion or rather not admitting 
the plea; for the preſent doctrine of the 
church maintains an equal right diffuſed over 
the whole body, which though not exerciſed, 
is exereiſeable at pleaſure. But that man muſt 
| have niore faith than would ſuffice to move a 
mountain, who can believe that the clergy, 
till this time, were either ſo blind to their own 
Intereſt as not to diſcern their right, or ſeeing 
it, that they had generoſity enough to make 
us a preſent of their property during ſo long a 
ſpace. This is a circumſtance fo highly im- 
probable, fo far exceeding the bounds of hu- 
man belief, that any perſon who weighs it, 
will find himſelf inclined to claſs it amongſt the 
number of Aer e 


52 8 the two 1 85 the great dif- : 
ficulty which we find on the part of the church, 
is to reaſon ourſelves fairly into a belief of 


[ . The manner of payment of tithes is for the moſt part go- 
yerned, as Biſhop Gibſon obſerves in his Codex, page 706, * 
the cuſtom of every pariſh, 


their right. On the part of the laity the 


greater difficulty occurs to reaſon ourſelves out 
of it. The features of the layman's plea ap- 
pear ſo ſtrong, and carry ſuch conviction to 


the mind from their likeneſs to truth, that they 
have hitherto been deemed ſufficient to deter 


ee conſcientious clergyman from meddling 
in the buſineſs. Neither will any ſuch be pre- 
vailed upon to quit the beaten path, till ſome 
ſatisfactory reaſon is aſſigned why their pre- 
deceſſors, who have diſcovered upon all other 
oecaſions the moſt tender concern for the rights 
of the church, whoſe jealous eyes were ever 
on the watch to guard its property, have con- 
ducted themſelves in fo ſtrange a manner, have 
acted ſo weak and inconſiſtent a part; as to 
ſtrain their attention to dues the moſt diminu- 


tive, to rake the very kennels of their rights in 


other inſtances, yet leave thoſe richer ſtreams 
of which we treat to flow for ages to another's 
uſe, Till ſuch time therefore as they receive 
| ſatisfaction on this head, I may venture to ſay 
that no conſcientious clergyman will make the 
claim, rightly judging from the long and peace- 


able poſſeſſion of the laity, - ffom the ſilent, 


uninterrupted appi obation of thoſe whoſe duty 
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: it was to diſprove the right, from the known 
vigilance of the parties who were to benefit 
by their diſcovery, from that attention to their 
intereſt which never before was im peached, 
that in the clear conviction of all thoſe of their 
own body, who bave gone before them, the 
clergy have no title n to the er in 
e. S | | 


| 1 will now explain t to ; you, {hop a very pro- 
bable conjecture, the reaſon why the laity are 
not furniſhed with more direct evidence of their 


* in the caſe before us. 


oh 4 Sin, the great notoriety of the fact, 
and in all ſucceeding times the quiet poſſeſſion, 
might well be ſuppoſed to ſupercede the neceſ- 
fity of preferving other evidence of a right, 
than that which was thus written as it were 
in the memory, printed and engraved upon” 
the very hearts of men. Neither could it enter 
into the honeſt imagination of human beings, 
much leſs of chriſtians to conceive, that at any 
period of time, the profeſſors of ſanctity would 
do a deed in face of day fo profligate and ſhames 
leſs, as to give us reaſon to lament that proviſion 
was not made for ſuch contingency==<-Will 


624 5 
| this ſuffice, or ſhall 1 be wid in Shyloek's 
words: . 


18 in thou canſt rail the ſeal from off my bond 
Go en but offendſt thy es to ſpeak ſo loud. 


e ſueh an FO Fr anſwer, no other rea EY 


ply i is requiſit te, than to obſerve that the author 


does not addreſs himſelf to men of that deter- | 
mined caſt, but to ſuch only as are open to the ac- | 
knowledgement, as well as to the conviction of 


truth when it comes before them, And fo to 
proceed. 2728. | 


I havs thus far laboured to' prove that novel 
claims are vain and futile; and for this reaſon 
principally, that the law of the land guarantees 
to us the enjoyment of our immunities, no leſs 


than it does to the church their cuſtomed pay- 
ments. But churchmen are pleaſed to ſay 


there is ſomething peculiar in their ſituation 
which differs from ours, for that we through 
time may looſe our right which cannot befal the 
church. Admitting this, they ſay further, that 
| tithes are theirs by common- right, and therefore 
the portion of them which we have detained, 
and they think fit to claim, muſt be given up. 
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But what do they mean by 3 di 
tinct from common-law? I ſay diſtinct, for one 
and the ſame they cannot. be, if common- right : 
will do that for them which common-law will 
not do for us; for that would be nothing ſhort | 
of making the ſame cauſe produce oppolite 
effects, which will not paſs,---except they plead 7 
what churchmen of old would not have ſcru- 
pled,---< The courſe of nature changed to A 


< your their pretenſions. . 


But ſeriouſly ſpeaking, if Se with 1 
reſpect to them, is the fame as common-law 
with reſpect to us, the whole on either fide is 
reduced into cuſtom. Then what will follow ? 
That as cuſtom againſt cuſtom cannot be plead- 
ed, ſo neither can common-right againſt com- 
mon-law. To give their plea the advantage 
they claim, it is neceilary for them to produce 
a ſtatute, by which with reſpect to us the 
ufual courſe of common-larw is expreſsly barred.. 
For common-right would elſe be greater than 
common- law, which cannot be granted, for 
nothing is greater but ſtatute law. All they 
can ſay therefore amounts but to this, that thge 
right by which they claim, and that by which 


we hold is fairly balanced; but then the advan- 


tage is certainly ours, by nine n out of ten, 
who have the poſſeſſion. 


wy 
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But you ſay i in anſwer, ** That the miſchief | 
«js deeper ſeated than I imagine, that the 


e remedy propoſed will never reach it, that 
ce the plea adduced would ſerve us well, and 
s prove a good defence in every other caſe, but 
« fails us here, ſince all agree we cannot frame 
” a title wy common-law t0 tithe ARES 0-496 p 


Then let it be 55 a let it be faid, if no- 
thing ſhort will give content, that we have enjoy 
ed theſe tithes by uſurpation; and that time, nor 
cuſtom, nor conſent of ages can correct and ſanc- 

: tify this wrong. Admitting this in all its force, 
it goes no further than to our deprivation. It will 


not go to ſubſtantiate their claim, for that would 
be faying, that all is theirs which is not ours, 


1 is not F 8 but "Pen g the queſtivg. 


„ Then whole is the light, you TY to the 


2». 


40 property claimed d if neither theirs nor ours * 


That queſtion anſwered developes a truth, in 
my opinion, which ſolves the problemof paſt for- 


| bearance.---The right i is the Kings, it dwells in 
the crown, a truth at preſent but dimly ſeen, 


which prompts the party to take advantage, but 
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: perfealy clear and well defined, when they were 
induced toacyuieſce.---Thenhow will the matter 

ſtand on that ſuggeſtion ? That tl ey who claim 
can make no title.---That we who hold can 
make no title, but under the title which was in 
the crown transferred to us by the late Nullum 
3 Tempus bill. 1 By which dec * e act, thoſe dor- 
mant claims became extinct, or paſſing to us be- 

came annexed, rivetted, and _ ſecured to 
| 1 ſeveral en of the . 


And now. that I haye had time to reviſo my 
thou ghts, I am ſtill of the ſame opinion. Iverily 
think as ever that the plea is concluſive againſt 
the church. For the King, you know, is a mixt 
perſon, and not incapable of tithes as ſimple lay- 
men are ſaid to be; of courſe the plea of Nullum 
Tempus which they ſet up, and on which they 
inſiſt as concluſively: binding againſt us, will not 
avail them on this occaſion, inaſmuch as it can- 
not be brought into play to deprive the crown; 
it has no root but in the incapacity of the perſon 
againſt whom it is urged to take tithes in his 
own right, none but ſpiritual, perſons, as they 
pretend, being ſo entitled; but the King in the 
| eye of the law is a ſpiritual perſon, and theres 
fore the King is capable of tithes, 


c 2 We 
% Wie next aſſail me with the following _ 


Lion. By what title then have we held 


* theſe tithes from the crown? By grant ?” 
Perhaps we might, but I do not fay ſo, Per- 


crown. But be this as it may, it makes no dif- 
ferenee with reſpect to our preſent title. For, 
it is now out of the power of the crown to re- 
claim them from us, which ever way we came 


poſſeſt,---juſt as much as it is out of the power 


of the church to claim them from the crown, 
which ever way the crown came by them, by 
lapſe, ſurrender, or reſerve. For now the crown 
can no more plead the Nullum Tempus againſt us, 
than the church can plead it, or ever could 
B N the crown, 


When we view cle cub ect as here traced out, 


reſiſtance on our part will no longer appear to 


be the mere ſimple conſideration of ſelf de- 
fence; we ſhall find ourſelves called upon by 
other duties, by gratitude to him that gave as 
well as by love to the conſtitution, to repel an 
attack, to ward a blow where the crown itſelf 


s in the line of direction. Not wittingly per- 


haps, I will not yet ſay wittin gly in that direc» 


Fa 


Haps by uſurpation, or by ſufferanee of the 
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tion,. but all men will ſay "A and will bo 
juſtified i in what they ſay after this explanation 
and the caution it conveys, if they do not forth- . 
with deſiſt from their purpoſe, if they do not 
from that which is now imparted, abjure their 
lawleſs their difloyal claim. For perſeverance 
from this time forward will change its com- 
plexion,---the plea of purſuing a doubtful right 
with a fair intention, will hold no longer; but 
this will hold, as the only conſtruction which 
can be put on ſuch proceedings, that they take 
for their aim the life of the ſtate, And there- 
fore if they, diſdaining all admoniſhment, 
if they, like moths that ſcorn the friendly 
warning hand, perſiſt in their deſign, and 
needs will ruſh into the flame which muſt 
conſume them, there is no other way of ac. - 
counting for ſuch conduct, there is no better 
apology to be made for them, than that which 
is couched in the words of the Motto to this 
Publication. To which, as it will then be truly 
and awfully pictureſque of their loſt Wr 
1 beg leave to refer 3 
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N OT altogether conforming to the words, 
but perfectly in the ſpirit of your reſo- 
lution, the High Sheriff has printed, for the 
more ſatisfattory information of the Public, the 
whole proceedings of the County Meeting, held 
at Morpeth the 22d ult. He felt at firſt ſome 
heſitation in this caſe, from the dread of im- 
_ propriety reſpecting the previous publication of 
the intended Petition; but this was ſoon over- 
come, when he conſidered that it was here ſub⸗ 
mitted to you in a ſtate of preparation only, and 
approach to perfection, and not as a finiſhed 
piece, already becoming the dignity and wiſ- 
dom of thoſe to approve, who are ultimately 

to fit in Judgement upon it. 


„ 
Kae win g the value of good foundations, he 


Has ſpared no pains upon this occaſion to lay 


them deep, and, as he thinks, on living rock 


— but of this you will judge. In the choice 


of materials, the preference has been giyen. to 
thoſe of greateſt weight and ſtrength, and all 
the little ſkill, of which he is maſter, has been 
Herted to range them OPER” 


# ruſtin; therefore, to your 1 and 
diſcernment, he has ventured to lay the Peti- 
tion before you, /uch as it is, that he may re- 
ceive it again from your hands at ſome future 


a. of vieeting, jrh as it ought tobe, 


Hel is Kerry to find that ſome ferious objeAicn 


_ has wen Ie to the wording of the notice & by 


* The NOTI C E as follows. 


Toe FREEHOLDERS kw County of 
: nnen | 


Fowszrry-Fownn, 
GrwtLE MEN, | 
Tas Encroachments which have been made, and are daily 


making by the Clergy on your landed Property is a circumſtance 


of ſo much ſerious alarm, that I think it my duty to call yau 


wether, in order 40 "take the func pade er conſideration. I dy 


lam Þ 


which the County was convened on the late o | 
caſion, it having been cenſured, as needleſsly 
offenſive ee and as g n to OR” 


Jo 1 to which be enn only le you, 
chat the matter alluded to by the word en- 
e was ſo familiar to himſelf, and was 
beſides of ſuch public notoriety, that he did not 
entertain the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of having left 
thereby, as alledged, his meaning in the dark, 
otherwiſe he would certainly; have accompanied, 
it with a 1 een i | 165 
LN As to ene part of E he can 

ſafely ſay, that it was not in his intention to 
give offence, though he muſt acknowledge it - 
did occur to him that offence might poſfibly. be 
taken. Under this imprefſion, he would wil- 
lingly have relinquiſhed the word in queſtion, 
but he could not poſſeſs himſelf of another to ſuit 
his FORO No other could be.found which 


Gene appoint a i Meeting for that ſingle 1 to be held at 
the Town-Hall in Morpeth, on Wedneſday the zazd day of 


Þ} December next, at the hour r of Twelve at Noon. 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt devoted humble Servant, 
FRANCIS BLAKE, SuszIfr. 


E ( 254 3 - 
painted out, and was declaratory, at the 4250 
time, of his ſenſe of the claims; and, there- 
fore, none elſe could be ſubſtituted, which 
would at once embrace 12 _—_ and his own 

| den. 0 


| He fines him: 


that he would not have thus produced himſelf 


in oppoſition to their claims, had he not been 
convinced in his own mind, that the Clergy 
have made, and are ſtill making encroachments, or 


| ee advances pen 4 N of otbers. 
271 am, 
rr hone; = 
Your molt faithful, 


And obedient Servant, 


FRANCIS BLAKE, Sberig. 


elf that this explanation will 
| plead his ſufficient apology, reſting his hope 
upon this ground, that he has yet credit enough 

with the Church to be believed, when he ſays, 


on 
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 Town-Hall, and the Sheriff having taken 
his ſeat, he roſe and addreſſed the PDE ak 
kong j | 

| GenTraMen, oy 
1 have taken upon me, by virtue oe my 


1 


HE Company being affembled in the 


office, to aſſemble vou together, and I have 


ventured to do ſo under this perſuaſion, that 
although 'F have hitherto failed off ſucceſs in 


reſpect of my main deſign, * your diſappro- 


bation did not extend to that part of it which 


has reference to the preſent queſtion of Tithes; 


ſo far from it, that I have every reaſon to be- | 


lieve, I failed only i in that particular, becauſe 


the ſubject was entangled. with matter, for 
whoſe reliſh our appetites are not even as yet 


ſufficiently ſharpened by what we have ſuf- 


fered. But no more of this---I informed you, 


Gentlemen, in ay: Advertiſement, that this 


| 7 See page 110. 5 
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day fl be devoted wholly to the ſujet 
of Tithes, and I mean that it ſhould be ſo: It 
is on the faith of that declaration that you | Fre 
done meſo much hohout by your dppearante t this 
day, I. will not, therefore, deviate thereftom, 
In the ſmalleſt tittle. To do otherwiſe, than 1 
a propoſed, could anſwer no purpoſe but to heap, | 


* as ww * 


at once diſgrace and diſappointment upon my 
head: for, though I bluſh to think how ſlen- 
der is my. ſtock of knowledge, yet this I know 
full well, from my own temper and dif] poſition „ 
from the experience which I have had of others, | 
and beſt of all, from the evidence of hiſtorical” 
facts, how impoſlible a thing it is fo prevail” 
upon Englithmen to do any thing againſt the 
grain. Their love, their rage of indepen 
| dence i is ſuch, that they will rather ſubmit to all 
the inconveniences of evil, than take a good 
. otherwiſe than of their Own free choice. This 
is the kind of fpirit which foreigners condemn 
ip us, but I think it is through envy of it, that 
they do ſo, for what riſk can there be of its 
leading us materially wrong, while it is, coun- 
terbalanced with ſo much national good- ſenſe? 
For my own part, I am fo far from Aang 
fault with it, that I give it praiſe in the higheſt; 
I conkider i it as the root out of which our liberty . 
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| are mi p 1ents,. Gentlemen, w 
patible with any intention to preſume, ordefirg 
to dictate to you, in the ſmalleſt degree; and 


ſuch as they are, I truſt it will ever be faid of 
me, that my conduct has kept pace with them. 
On a late occaſion you can all bea r wil ne „ that 
I perſiſted no longet than 1 had' reaſdlh te be 


Fane Ry" Jer oF ily feng, A 
might de ſuſpectec to wear an appearance 
cControul, that 1 ſhall not eren take ade ge 


of my ſituation, previ 
thoughts upon you: but will leave the field 


open for any Gentleman to enter, hoping that 


ſome plan or propoſition may be brought for- 
ward, which will render it quite unneceſſaryj 


for me to do any thing more than concur with 
you in one hearty determination to adopt i „„ 


The Sheriff having refined his feat, 7 an in- 5 
RET of filence 70 ; and as there did not - 


appear to be a diſpoſition 1 in any Gentleman to 
open his mind upon the ſubject, Mr. Watſon, ' 

of North Seaton, aroſe, and addreſſing himſelf ' 
to the Sheriff, gave him thanks for the trouble 


* 


and 8 he had taken to ye kis coun 1 — 
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* of Bag 
2, and by which it is ſuſtained. 1; The 
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| hoped he ou perſevere for the fake of * | 
gion, the peace of ſociety, and the happineſs 
of the kingdom; and requeſted him to fa- 
vour the Meeting with 10 e mw the 
ſubject. 2 
This neceſlarily calling up the Sheriff again, 
be repeated his Jefire to have been permitted 
to reſerve. himſelf; yet, in obedience to the 
mild commands which had been laid upon him 
by the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, i in _requeſt- 
ing his ſentiments, he would no longer heſitate 
| to give them the trouble of hearing what he 


: had to offer upon this moſt intereſting queſtion _ : 
: of Tithes. He then proceeded : as follows: 


q Before 1 had taken the. pains which I have 
fince done to inform myſelf, my mind had 
long laboured with a doubt on which fide of the 
queſtion juſtice ſhould declare herſelf. I had 
therefore two motives to induce me to enter 
upon the inveſtigation of this difficult point, 
my firſt was to adyance religion, and promote 
the peace of ſociety, by putting an end to the 
diſputes between the Clergy and the Laity, 
one way or other. My next was to gratify 
my own feelings by the ſolution of a doubt, 
for all other us that of a doubt, to 
me, is the moſt diſtreſſing. Taking truth, 


6259) Lb, 
th crefore; for my aim and my object, 1 ſet 
out in purſuit ef it; diveſting myſelf as much as 
poſſible of all prejudice and partiality, and fully 
determined, where-ever I ſhould find it, whe- 
ther on this fide or that, to bear teſtimon 7 to tis 5 
: enen and give it my ſupport: | 


| While i was muſing with © Ale 2 ke 
manner it were beſt to proceed in this buſineſs, | 
a diſpute which would admit of no accom- 
| modation, aroſe between the Rev. Mr. Whin- 
field, myſelf and other proprietors of the 
land in the Chapelry of Cornhill, reſpecting 
the payment of Tithes. And as the nature of 
his claim involved the general queſtion, it gave 
me pleaſure when I heard that Mr. Whinfield 
had taken up the reſolution of referring the 
| matter to the deciſion. of the Court of Exche- 
quer. I flattered myſelf that; in the progreſs 
of that trial, the truth would appcar. But 
unfortunately, by ſome miſmanagement on 
our part, no proper defence was ſet up- 
the great point in diſpute was never argued, - 
and a decree was: given, almoſt without ſtriking 
a ſtroke in favour of Mr. Whinfield. 
From the ene of the cal here re- 
lated, you may be well aſſured, Gentlemen, 
R 2 
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4 that this decifian could give me no ſatisfaction. 
My ſcruples remained the ſame. rd s 
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next to be done? It occurred aat al- 
thou gh Mr. Whinfield was che en | 
he was not the firſt mover of this machine,--- 
he was only an inſtrument i in the hands of the 
Dean and Chapter of Durham, of whom he 
held a leaſe of Tithes, under colour of which . 
he had ſetup thoſe claims, which were then, 
and are ſtill conteſted. I determined, thers- 
-fore; to- open a correſpondence with the Dean 


and Chapter of Durham upon the ſubject, 'hop- 
ing, by means of their candid communications, 
to come at the truth. But in this expectation 


1 y di appointed 3 Wrap 


Ir 


I was moſt egregh 
ping themſelves up in darkneſs and in myſtery, 


they anſwered my queſtions only in general Pe 


terms; and, when 1 endeavoured to brin g them : 


cloſer'to the point, they referred me for their 5 
aultil matum to ae way OE ome the” Court t of 


anne 


Nothing now e 1 an . to che 


 Huuſe of Lords. I fat myſelf down to frame ” 


one=---It is here in my hand---drawn in my 
own name; it could not, indeed, be other- 
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wiſe, for no one elſe was privy to the applies 2 - 
tion which was made to tlie Dean and Chapter 
of Durham; and it is owing to my failure in * 
that laſt expected ſource of information and re. ] 
dreſs, that I plead the neceſſity of troubling tlie 
Fouſe. This circumſtance, however, need: be 4 EN : 6 
no hindrance to your ſupport; neither indec ei 9 
will it weaken the effect of the petition; on the i 
contrary ; it will give it ſtrength, as backed 9 
by your approving, it will have more — ns 


than if it had even nn with Fer 
5 at} + 4] 1 8 


1 have * e to N chat you at. 
find, in the Framing of this appeal, I have: 
been much indebted to the laſt edition of gat - 
Pamphlet which I had the honour of recom- 
mending to your notice. The arguments 
uch are there made uſe of, I have endea- 
voured to apply and reduce to practice. And 

now, Gentlemen, e ſaid all that is ne- 


4. 
* 5 
A. 


der fron of your + farther 1 gence, to Kate 
the Petition. This belag aſſented ww, the She- 


| riff revd as Gallons +; VUA 71 2 


\ 


KC - See page 77 5” i | 
R3 : ; 


83 262 a 


Obe „ 6 an intended, 1 Petition 50 way * an 
to the Houſe ꝙ Lordi, ſrom à late deciſion 
of the Court of Exchequer, respect 'F 
are of en humbly ſubm 


THAT your: N and Adin. 1 
diſturbed in the peaceable enjoyment of His 
property, by the Rev. Mr. Whinfield, a Leflee 
of Tithes held under the Dean and Chapter 

of Durham ariſing from Land in the Chapelry | 
of *Cornhill, within the Eu. of „Nel. in 
the "County of Durham, 


0 


'H X' the fat Mr, Whi afield, r r 
of his leaſe, lald claim to certain Tithes which 
never were in payment, nor ever before in 
demand, within his particular diſtrict, and was 
reſiſted therein by your N ne! other e 
Proprizors of the Land. . 


That the faid Mr, Whinfielg: ek in⸗ Ay 
ſtituted a Suit in the Court of Exchequer, to 
enforce he payment of the faid Tithes, | 


1 


Ee 263 3 1 
That the Court of Exchequer Ai” in 


favour of the Lees, Mr, db rg, the 


n in che ſuit. 


That your Petitioner was. | difatiofied with 6 
merely becauſe it 
was given againſt him, but becauſe It carried no 


this decree; not however 


| conviction to his mind. 


1 — 


That under this dilemma, hoping. to ning A 
ſatisfaction in one way or other, from the Can- 


dour and juſtice of ſo reſpectable a 


body, your 


Petitioner . made application to the Dean and 


Chapter of Durham, requeſting to be informed, 


whether Mr. Whinfield laid claim to the Tit 
Agiſtment, and other Tithes which are 
novel, in reſpect of the place, by virtue ok 


any power derived from them to the ſaid M. 


Whinfield; and in ſuch caſe, your Petitioner in- 
treated them with earneſtneſs, butat the ſame time 
great reſpect, to put an end to the preſent diſgrace- 5 
ful warfare, either by tranſmitting to him a copy 
of ſuch particular clauſe or clauſes in their deed 
of endowment, as appeared to them to be in 


proof of their right ; or otherwiſe, in default 
of ſuch proof; to interpoſe their great au- 
thority, and thereby ſilence claims. - 
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"That the Dean and Chapter of 88 ths? 
anſwer 1n general terms, to the following ef- 


2787 


I; by- their endow 
that they had granted all their intereſt in the 
Final Tithes to Mr. Whinfield; and that it 


would be highly improper to interpoſe "Il 
authority, to impede the proſecution of right. 


16 09840 ie i! 


A $613 ff 1 8 2 0 e 
of the obſervation, « « that Ie would be" ell 
Yroeper: 16 änterpoſe their authority, "to A 


RN ihe ERP of right, 4 
| ſtrengthened: the ſar 


me with this additional 
ſentiment that it would have been equally" 
WY 8 of him, 10 NE een it. LL a His 


warfare, — 5 ee of ticles — 72 
or otherwiſe,! in default of ſuch proof, to ans 
terpoſe their authority, in a caſe that Would 
ſeem to become them, by putting a ſlop to the 
progreſs 'of wrong. Preſuming, however, 0 af 
their anſwer, that the ſteps which had been 
taken by their tenant, Mr. Whinfield, were 


approved by the Chapter, your Petitioner im- 
ö * . - | 


Bs 26 5 "3 | 
portuned them, to diſcloſe the ground work. 
of their preſent perſuaſion, which implied, that 
- all thoſe who have gone before them, were | 

either ignorant of their duty, and intereſt, or 
wilfully neglected them. As alſo to explain, 
by what new power of perception, they WhO 
are the moſt remote, have been able to Ae 


ver the parts of an object, which were © inviltble 


A 


to th . le e were : neareſt at hand. 
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erhat ths Dean and Chapter of Durham, 


ſignified to your Petitioner, © that they had 


„ 


* nothing further to add to their former anſwer, 


except that it ſeemed to have been ſufficiently 


« declared by the Court of Exchequer, in their 


“late deciſion, what is the Dean and Chapter“ g 
« 1 of Tithes u under Ow endowment,” 


£3 1 


a That no Wp remaining of any reels to be 
expected from the good offices ofthe Dean and 
Chapter of Durham, your P etitioner truſts, 

he will ſtand excuſed for the trouble he may 
occaſion to your Lordſhips by this appeal, the 
merits of which he now propoſes briefly to 9 1 
before you in the following manner. 


Si 


- That your Petitioner, hig Anceſtors, and all 
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thoſe hal Eſtate he hath in the faid Nrw. 

have time out of mind poſſefled and enjoyed, 

without moleſtation, the right in aer. as 
part and N of cheir own ee. . 


That the * and. Chapter of Tian | 
or their Leſſee for the time being, have all 
along accepted, without murmuring or com- 
plaint, that payment of Tithes, either in 
money or kind, which has regularly been 
made, year after year, from the date of their 5 
endowment, till the commencement of this 
unha ppy diſpute, in . ane 85 all. 
Ane, 5 WVG 

That your Petitioner inks 1 war⸗ 
ranted to ſay, from this recital of facts, 
that the -decree which was given in favour of 

the Leſſee, was not what It pretended to be, 
and ought. to have been, a fair interpretation 
of the common law of the land, but, on the 
co 1trary, was a partial adjudication of- that 5 
hw, inaſmuch as the operation of it, in 
favour of your Petitioner, was not es 2 

or not ſuffered to take eftect, in ſecuring his 
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In the firſt place---That the Court of Ex- VE 
chequer did not ſupport, as it ſhould have 
done, by this proceeding, but did trample ' 
under their feet, the common law of the land, 
is. manifeſt from this conſideration, to Which 
every attention ought to have been paid, but 
none was given, viz. © That the common 

lawof the land guarantees to the party thoſe 
4 poſſeſſions which have been held immemo: q 
rially without moleſtation.” . This is ſo ge- 
neral a rule, that there is now but one only 
remaining exception, which operates in favour 
of the church, where it can ſhew a title, or 
prove itſelf to haye been heretofore * in legal : 
poſſeſſion of that which is now claimed; but 
as this was neiether done, nor eyen attempted 
to be done in the caſe before us, it was not a 
caſe in point, it did not apply as an exception; 
and therefore the claimant was by no power 
entitled to a decree in his favour. But in this the 
Barons were not to blame, who framed their 
decree from the pleadings before them, and for 
augght that appeared there to the contrary, the 
| pointsin ra a were clear inthe plaintiffs favor. f 
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5 as prohibiting the 4icaation of 5 
church property took place. 


See page 259. 
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links ſecondly, PE the Qourtof Bxbhoquitr d 
not diſtribute impartial juſtice when it ſet 
5 that of the Dean and Chapter of Durham, is 
ampaxent from the following obſervation 2. 
bach, of which — to. reſt upon the Lame 
ground, the law of tbe land. 
che one was Ee 9 — * 
footing; that the other, which had. no P. oof 
obtained a footing, which it never had beſoto, 
by the award of the Court. But neither in 


# 3 


was. ſaid; to . the enen nd 
other title. a i  doidus u nin 
hat the 1 of your Petitioner 8 ae 91 


confiſted, as has already been mewn, in 
peaceable immemorial poſſeſſion, which was 


ſurely enough to have entitled him to an. 1 


protection, Meh he did not pd. in the. * 
of his e e ings oil ent 327 


That the title of the Dean and cher was 15 


raked from amongſt the rabbith of church pre- : 
ſcription, with which, however, it had no con- 
nection, as has been ſhewn, + and therefore, had 


„ Inmemorial policſiion, | dee page 224, 


Were two titles before the Court, 8. 


this were the Barons to blame, ſince nothib 1: 4 


a> 


2 


FEY 


. it notbeenasi it were extrajudicially eee 


have fallen to the ground, a curelgſi ruin. 


But what right Wave we to reproach the is 
for what has Rappenbd, ſince it is we ourſelves 
bo, for want of ſufficient confidence to face our 
danger, have. foſtered the evil of which: we 

plain. Overawed by our fears, we. have 
"akon: on truſt a Vague report, that the Church. 
Preſcription. is an object of terror, whereas in 


fact it is mild and inoffenſive as any precept of 


that Religion to which it is related. Miſtaking 


it, however, for an inſtrument of annoyance in 


the hands of a ſkilful determined practitioner, 
we kept ourſelves at ſo awful a diſtance no eye 


could diſcern the impaſition upon our ſenſes; and 


had not a different courſe been taken, it had not 


| been known as yet, that what they brandiſhed 


and made us believe was a flaming ſword, had 
neither reist nor <dge to do us miſchief. . 


That your Petitioner coke Suk with 3 


; rence to a late publication, entitled“ A propoſal 


for the Liquidation of the National Debt, the 
& Abolition of Tithes, and the Reform of the 


Church Revenue,” which little work abounds. 


with hints on all thoſe various heads, which lay 
ſome claim to your Lordſhips notice. 
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That, in tracing the ſubject, which forrhs 


the ground of the preſent diſpute, the autho itt 


queſtion, has bared to view that fatal error, which 


9 Has drawn along with it a world of miſchief. ; 
That the error alluded to reſpe cis an opinion 


Which has gone forth, that there is no diſcri- 


mination between the prefcription of the crown, 


and that of the Church; whereas, in fact, the 


preſcription of the church differs from, andis 


Inferior to the preſcription of the crown. The 


one involving an idea of a right, which proves 
itſelf, becauſe it is inherent---the other of a 
right which waits the proof, if called in queſ- 
tion, becauſe it is acquired. By comparing the 
practice with the principle here laid down, we 


ſee clearly why preſcription was wont to operate 
us a matter of courſe, whete no title cout d - 


 thewn to bar the crowh ; we ſee likewiſe wi 
what little propriety and ſhew of juſtice, the like 
extent was allowed in the late decifions to the 


preſcription of the Church; had the right been 


equal, the reſignation on our part had been equal 
alſo; but ſuch was the wrong, that, like an 
antipathy, we held it in abhorrence, 2223 
we knew not why. 


That of late years it has grown. into 5580 
with certain divines, in order at any rate to 


ea of 


i 


compaſs their PN and levy. upon ug, to fer olf--- 


thoſe conſiderations at nought, which. men of 
virtue in all ages have ever deemed moſt wor- 
thy their attention: the conſequence has been, 
| that by thoſe, whoſe duty and whole prime 
delight it ſhould have been to harmonize. the 
world, by ſome af thoſe deſcending from theit 
ſphere, the peace of Society has been diſturbed 
---religion deſpiſed---the law diſgraced---and 
nature itſelf turned topſy-turvy. That which 


is the' ſervant has been dubbed the maſter--= EE 


that which is the child has been called the 


| father---that has been found which never was 


loſt. This i is no exaggeration, but truly and 
literally the ſtate of the caſe; for what elſe is 
this boaſted, preſcription, but merely the ſer- 
vant and child of right? Yet ſtrange to tell, it 
has not only been made to take place of, but 
gender and produce that very right to which i it 
is indebted for its own exiſtence. And thus it 
is that by our defect of worldly wiſdom, or by 


their ſurcharge, the Clergy have had the addreſs 
to graſp at and gain poſſeſſions, to which they 
had not in ſtrictneſs any manner of right, have 


affected to find and arrogate Tithes which were 


not loſt by them, nor ever loſt at all till now by 


us. 
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That to your Petitioner has bern im mputed 
the guilt of an attempt to moleſt the Clergy, 


in the peaceable enjoyment of their juſt rights ; 


but he humbly conceives your Lord ſhips are by 
this time thoroughly convinced that it is not a 


5 charge which applies to him. Certain it is, 
chat no ſuch attack has been made on his part, 
neither can any one ſay that he has enliſted 


himſelf a volunteer in the preſent diſpute, but 


quite the contrary.---He has been dragged into 


the field by his adverſary, and all he has done, 


zs to endeavour to defend himſelf, and to throw 


back upon his antagoniſt the blame which be 


: ous to FRE firſt aggreſſor. 


That your Petitidner is + fir from having 


harboured deſigns to narrow. the fair preten- 
fions of the Church, that he has at all times, 


and upon all occafions, ſtood up in defence of 


their claims, as far as truth and common-ſenſe -. 


would bear him out; ever free to confeſs, 
where loſs of right * is clearly proved, that the 


preſcription of the Church, is competent to its 
- recovery. And then only turning. refra@ory, 


when it was required of him to ſubſcribe to a 


, broad and ſelf-evident marks of abſuradity, for 


a See ths right here alluded to explained, Page 309==333- 


R en W 
* ; , 
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. 


(as) 1 


what better is that propoſition, which ſtates, 


that preſcription will help any man to that, 
which no man ever . in the ag pre- 
dicument with himſelf * $:. 


* 


That your Petitioner begs leaves to diflainy 


all unworthy motives to reſiſtance, and to 


aſſure your Lordſhips that he has not conducted 


himſel f, in the preſent bulineſs, either wan= 


| tonly or perverſely; but has acted all along, 
as now; under the influence of Aa ſtrong con- | 


viction, that the proper defence againſt the 
claims of the Clergy, is to put thetn upon 
proof of former poſſeſſion, and that the pro- 
per criterion by which to eſtimate thoſe claims, 
is to canvas the proof; confiding, therefore, 
in the wiſdom and juſtice of the Houſe, he 
Eravesz with all humility, your Lordfhips de- 
termination of the following points: 3 


8 Whether the Preſcription of the Church 
e was properly applied to the preſent diſpute; 
no proof having been brought of former 


+ poſſeflion ? 


* No man could poſſibly poſſeſs any particular tithe, before 
that tithe was in eſe. Turnips, Potatoes, and other articles of 
merely modern growth are cf that deſcription ; they were not in 
N as odjects of tithe till of late years, even within memory; and 
yet the expectation is, that prefcription, which implies immemo- 
rial uſage, will help the claimants to thoſe tithes ! - See * ab- 
furdicy 2 ſuch claims e p. 228. 
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tan 1 
And, whether the Court of Exchequer 
* by making a deeree, under ſuch circum- 
« ſtances, in favour of the Leſſee, did not 


_ *© decree againſt the common law of the land: 
e degrading that law, “ making it ſubſervient 
to a miſtaken conſtruction of Church Pre- 


ky ſcription +, or in other words, ſetting up 


© the Preſcription of the Church, paramount 


«to all other conſiderations of right, which 


is feeding a V ulture with the vitale EY: the 


cc '* State « | Io 


* . 
PY A 


Here the Sheriff, addreſſing int to 5 
Meeting, obſerved, that it was his firſt inten- 


tion to have cloſed his appeal at this period; 


but in taking it further under conſideration, 
it ſtruck him that all this would avail him no- 
thing, while the preſent prevailing opinion re- 


mained, That Laymen cannot, at any rate, pre- 
ſeribe againſt the Church; and that, therefore, 


he had thought it neceſſary, with intent to re- 


move the difficulty, nee what follows. 


* The common 1 bath no controller in any part of it but 


the high court of Parliament. Coke Yb Vol. I. page 115. 


+ The riginal deed of gift is the root of all clerical 8 ; 
Preſcriptton, and every plea ſet up, are only ſuckers from that 


root, of courſe can yield no other fruit but that ef the parent 
ſtock. See p. 228. 155 
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| hat in this common courſe of buſitiefs your 
Petitioner might here have ventured to cloſe 
his defence, as thinking himſelf ſufficiently 
fortified, but in this concern he had erred 
moſt fatally, had he ſo determined; for what is 
argument, what is reaſon, or what i is common- 


law, together warting on his fide, when oppoſed | 


to ſtronger pre} judice, operating upon conſcien- 
tious minds, in favour of the Chutch ? Prepoſ- 
Tefled of an opiruon, that Preſctiption cannot be 
pleaded againſt the claims of the Clergy, of 
What advantage can it be to your Petitioner, 

While thatconceit remains, to call your Lordſhips 
attention to à fact, clear to him as proof of holy 
writ, but which carries along with it to others nb 
evidence of his right ?--Here lies the rub--It is 


owing to this circumſtance, to the dread and cur- 
rency,of this vulgar etror, that Laymen have hi- 


| therto been ſo backward to engage, and fo weak 
in reſiſta ncè. Wantin; 8 confidence in their cauſe, 
prejudging defeat, they have not dared to re- 


connoitre their ground, or make obſervation 


upon the enemy, but have entered the field un- 
_ acquainted with its paſſes, more than half over- 


come by their on apprehenſions; neither can 


any one have reaſonable hope of better ſucceſs, 
Waile this idea reſts upon his mind, or what is 


| worſe, if ſuch ſhould be the caſe, while your 
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| Lordſhips remain under the influence of the Ae 
rooted opinion. With this impreſſion ſtampt 
and uneffaced, without N of crafing i it, 


"I, 


et 


tioner, to have eve forth upon this Sy 
and oppoſed himſelf, ſingly, to a phalanx of 
men trained to the ſervice, daring and adventu- 
rous, true to themſelves, and fluſhed with vic- 
tories? But knowing, or ſeeming to know, their 
weakneſs, as well as their ſtrength, he truſts it 
will be found, that he comes prepared with ar- 
tillery to ſhake the foundations of their power, 
to raze the walls of their citadel, that impreg- 
nable fortreſs, that aſylum of ſaints built by di- 
vines, though not divinely built as fixt on ſand, 
not proof againſt the ſtorm that now aſſails it. 
To proceed---We are told, and are made 
to believe, that Preſcription cannot be pleaded 
againſt the claims of the Clergy we are told fo, 
but i in what law, human or divine, is it ſo re- 
corded . There i is no ſuch law, neither 3 78 there 
any ſuch maxim of law, as that of which the 
Church avails itſelf. Nay more, the very words 
under which they have taken ſhelter, form no 
Part of the original maxim, * they are ſpurious 


*. The original maxim runs fimply thus, — Nulluw Tempus | 
 eccurrit Regi — which in aftertimes were added ve 


Ecclefie. 


— 


. f 
* 5 * 


e e © 9 
and apocryphal, added thereto ſurrep gien, 5 
by whom, and for what good purpoſes, need 
not be ſaid. * But there is law of every deno- 
mination, the law of reaſon, nature, and conye- 
nience, together with that of which theſe three 
are the foundation, the common law of the 
land, and in addition thereto, the ſtatute law 
of the realm; all theſe. there are to combat 
and defeat 'their empty, vain, and unſup- 
ported claim. In proof of which aſſertion 

enough has been faid already, fave only of 
that part which reſpects the ſtatute law of the 
realm. In which particular, for ample fatis- 
faction, we haye only to turn to the 2d Edw. 
VI, Chap. 13, and read therein the following 
| words---** Provided always, and be it enact- 
«ed by the authority aforeſaid, That 10 
6 pſi ſhall be ſaed or otherwiſe compelled 
* to yield, give or pay, any manner of 
* Tithes, for any Manors, Lands, Tenements, 
or Hereditaments, which by the /aws and 
| * ſtatutes of this realm, or by any privilege 
* or preſcription are not chargeable with the 
© payment of any ſuch Tithes, or that be 
»Le maxime que lay homes ne point preicribe in aon dec:manda 
ſuit introduce en le common ley, quand {pirizual perſons fuer 
Judges. Siderfin Rep. P. 321, 
S3 


\ 


(9) 
* diſcharged by any compoſition real.“ 7 


Can any thing be plainer, can any thing be 


more intelligible, leſs liable to doubt or dou- 
ble meaning than this proviſo? The words 
are not limited, they are not confined to any 
particular deſcription of men, but are equally 
and generally extended to all. N perſon 


ſhall be fued, &c.---And is any man ſo weak | 


and blind, is any man hardy enough, will 


any ſet of men, after this intimation, preſume 
to ſay that they will not take a plain law in 
its plain meaning ? Or will any one hereafter 
dare affert that Laymen ſhall not preſcribe 
againſt the claims of the Church? If any ſuch 
there be, let them read Uo: preamble to this 
memorable ſtatute. | - 


An Act for payment. by Tithes. 


Wherein the en e Halden at Weſt. 


minſter the 4th day of February, in the 27th 
year of the reign of the late King of moſt 
famous memory, King Henry the VIII. there 


was an Act made concerning the payment of 
'Tithes predial and perſonal: And alſo in ano- 
ther Parliament holden at Weſtminſter the 
24th day of July, in the 22d year of the 


reign of the ſaid late King Henry the VIII, 


+ 75 279 ) | 
another Act was made concerning the true 
payment of tithes and offerings; in which 
ſeveral As many and divers things be omitted 
and kft out whici were convenient and very nece/- 
 fary to be added 10 the Jame. In conſideration 
whereof, and to the intent the ſaid. Tithes 
may be hereafter truly paid according to the 
mind of the makers of the ſaid Act, -- Be it 
ordained, &c,---Now reference being had to 
the Act in queſtion, viz. (32d Hen. VIII.) we 
find there the ſame proviſo perfect in all things, 
ſave only in the following words, viz. Or by 
any Privilege or Preſeription , or that be diſchar- 
ged by any compoſition real, which precious 
words, as convenient and very neceſſary to 
be added to the ſame, were made a part of 
the ſubſequent Act, for the reaſon there aſ- 
figned, viz, That Tithes hereaj! ter might be 
truly paid. Neither was this by any means a 
precipitate ſtep of the Legiſlature---it was not 
a meaſure that took its riſe from haſty councils 
---it did not ſpring from' unmatured reſolves--- 
it was not entered into raſhly, but with ex- 
treme caution after due deliberation, after 
the experience of years, with this avowed in- 
tent To ſupply the omiſſions, to * 


84 


E % oh 1 8 
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the defects of former Ads---and. in nal 1 
hood to cure abaſes, and put a ſtop to claims 
ſimilar to thoſe of which we now fo loudly, 
and fo juſtly complain.---Seeing then, that, au- 
thoriſed by ſtatute law, Preſcription may te plead. 
a by your Petitioner againſt the clayns of the 
Church ; obſerving further, that his title under | 
that plea has every requiſite ingredient to con- 
ſtitute a true, compleat, and inconſtetable Pre- 
ſcriptiqn, SI. Poſſeſſion and time, long, | 
** continual, and peaceable (Coke on Lyt. 
Vol. I. See. I 170.) He has ventured, under 
this bs, to commit, himſelf to your Ho- | 
nourable Houſe; full of pleaſing expectation, 
that by means of your Lordſhips interference, 
es find relief and extend it to others. 


wes the Sheriff addreſſed bimſelf a gain: to ary 
Meetin 8. 


I had now done all that I thought it was 
poſſible forme to do in my. own defence. And 
yet, upon further rumination, 1 did not feel 
myſelf altogether confident and ſelf-afſured of 
ſucceſs. Not, indeed, becauſe my own con- 
viction was incompleat; but, becauſe 1 still 
continued to dread the fatal effects of that 


& 


„ 


pro penfity in our nature, flare FEY which 


goes even to the putting' up with error, rather 


than correct it at the trouble and gxpence of a 
| Hittle ſerious thinking; ; it was this conſideration 
that induced me to purſpe my reſearches, full 
of confidence, that there muſt aſſuredly be 
| ſomewhere in our law a clear proviſion againſt 
to palpable an abſurdity, as is that doctrine, 
which is broached by the Church in reſpect of 
their claims. And now, Gentlemen, I have 
the ſatisfaction to inform you, - that by pa- 


tience : and perſeverance, I have at laſt hit the 


{ right nail upon the head. Such at leaſt is the 
opinion which I-now hold, and of which Iam 


ſo fully poſſeſt, that I do not entertain a doubt 


of our deliverance. Neither, indeed, in my 


idea, when it comes to be conſidered, will 


there remain a veſtige of the kind in the breaſt 


| of any man, And now to the n 


But if all theſe arguments and points of law: 
fhould fail of their effect, your Petitioner has 
yet another to produce, to which he truſts, 
as his anchor of hope, his laſt and beſt depen- 
dence. Before he explains himſelf further, it 
will be neceſſary to premiſe, that, although, 
naturally a Preſcription, or a thing preſcrip- 
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Eble ſhould be laid asa Preſcription, yet- STIR 
it cannot be ſo laid by law, there it may be 
laid by way, of cuſtom ; not that the nature of 
the thing is thereby changed, it ſtill remains a 
Preſcription, ſui generis, though it be allowed to 
be pleaded, by way of cuſtom, for neceſſities ſake, 
as thus :---A diſcharge of Tithes, which we are | 


8 told cannot be laid by law as a Preſcription, may 


yet be laid with effect by way of cuſtom, for that 
is not an intereſt, but an exemption, not Pg/ftruey 
but provative, of the general poſſeſſion. (See 
FHobert's Reports, p. 86.) Admitting, then, 
that the preſent caſe is ſuch a one as is here 
deſcribed, in which Preſcription cannot be 
pleaded by law, the objection is no bar to your 
Petitioner's right, for he does not plead Pre- 
Jeription es nomine, but in the name of qa 
cuſtom. If any one ſhould fay in reply, that 
_ Euſtom ſhall not prevail againſt common law, 
the fact is otherwiſe, for every cuſtom is a re- 
ſtraint of the common law. (Wood's Inſt. 
p. 6. ) Common law is uſage time out of mind, 
und cuſtom, in ſuch a place, is time out of | 
mind, one as antient as the other, (Bridgeman's 
Reports, p. 69.) The cuſtom of the place is, 
therefore, the law of the place, and where it 
3s uſed upon certain reaſonable cauſe, as ig 


MS 
the caſe with the cuſtom here vieaded, it depris 


veth the common law. Conſuetudo ex certa cauſe 


rationabili uſotata privat commune wer (See 
Coke upon Lyttleton, Vol, . I. Sect, 169.) 
Now the cuſtom which is pleaded hy your Pe- 
titioner, is a Modus decimandi, and that he ſets up 
as a diſcharge of all other manner of Tithing; 


arguing that whereever there is a Modus de 


eimandi, that is to ſay, where-ever Tithe of 
any kind has been regularly paid time out of 
mind, all other kinds of Tithes are thereby 
utterly extinct and done away: (Hob. Rep. 
p. 118.) That which of common right ſhould 


have been Tithe, becoming, to all intents 


and purpoſes, lay-fee ; and if at any time ſet 
-out, through ignorance of his caſe, by the 
owner as Tithe, and taken by the Parſon, is 
recoverable, like any other part of the fruits, 
by an action of treſpaſs, (Hob. Rep. p. 42.) So 
that now, it would ſeem, the tables are turned; 

wie have thoſe on the hip, thoſe very men, whoſe 
foot was in the air, to tread upon our necks; 
and it will be well, indeed, for ſuch as ſtand in 
this predicament, to have Laymen to deal with, 
awho, feeling themſelves ſuperior to reſentment, 


diſdain to take this fair advantage. 
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( 284.) | 
When it is viewed i in this Ughe, the tuation 
bn which we ſtand, with reſpect to the Clergy, 
reſembles that of our iſland with reſpect to- the 
Tea ; the Modus decimandi forming a barrier in 
one caſe, to which the cliffs on our coaſt are 
analogous: on the other; and as there 1s the 
fame natural propenſity in each to make en- 
| eroachments; how happy is it ſor us that they 
lie under ſimilar reſtraints! How thankful 
ſhould we be, that we can ſay to one, as well 
as the other, x Thus far thalt. Op 80 Ja no 
e further,” | 
Neither is this any new-fangled or fancyful 
doctrine, but old as time and ſtrictly orthodox, 
It is no counterfeit coin which your Petitioner 
would palm upon you, -but- the true currency 
of the kingdom; hid by craft or loſt awhile 
through careleſsneſs it is here produced in order 
to undergo your Lordſhips ſterling touch be- 
fore it is brought again into uſe and circulation, 
But if any one ſhould heſitate reſpecting the 
truth of this aſſertion, if any one ſhould enter- 
tain a doubt built on this ſuppoſition, that the 
Modus decimandi as here defined does not other- 
wiſe exiſt than as a creature of the brain, ar at 
þeſt exiſts but as the putative child of common 


„„ 255 . 
k let him turm to the ſtatute (31 Han; vin. 
Ca. 7.) and there he will find a clear expoſition 
and explanation of the whole matter, neatly 
compriſed in the following words : © That all 
and ſingular perſons of this realm, &e. ſhall 
« fully, truly, and effectually, ſet out, yield, 
or pay all and fingular Tithes and offerings, 
* according to the lauul cuſtoms and uſages of 
e pariſhes and places where ſuch Tithes or duties 
«ſhall grow, ariſe, come, or be due xX. 
And in a ſubſequent Act, (2 and 3 Ed. VI. 
Ca. 10.) the payment of Tithes is ordained to 
be made * in ſuch manner and form as of right 
* 9x cuſlom hath or ought to have been yielded 
& and paid within forty years next before the 
OY making of that AQ.” | 25 


— 


By what authority then, and under what pre- 
tence of right, can any man, or body of 
men, be juſtified in laying claim to the pay- 
ment of Tithes in manner and form, diftering 
from that in which they have been yielded and 

paid from that time forth to the preſent day? 
For even admitting by way of argument, that 

By which it appears evidently that ſuch tithes and offerings 

only, and in ſuch manner as by law full cuſtoms and uſages have 


been paid, ſhall thenceforth be paid; ; which effectually cuts up 
'by the roots all novel claims, there being geither cuſtom nor uſage 


for ow ſuch payments, 3 7.7 471. 


the Modus decimandi is of ſpurious birth, which 
is à falſe ſuggeſtion, yet admitting it to have 
the full operation and force of truth, of what 
'advantage to the church can ſuch an allegation 
prove? It may have will, but cannot wound; 
unnerved and palfied by the ſtatute law, like 
Bobadill, it may look big ind bluſter too, but 
has not where withal to do us hurt: - But this in 
fact is working extra work; and waſting time, 
for the thing. objected to, is not of that ſuſ- 
pected kind which ſome would have it thought, 
is not a vain eonceit, but is a clear conception ; 
neither is it of doubtful parentage, but has all 
along, atid upon every occaſion, | been received 
and acknowledged as an exiſting legitimate 
exemption, handed down to us immemorially, 
and as much our birth-right as any other part of 
common- law. But we are not to wonder at 
| any thing we ſee, for the remedy propoſed as 
it is not a new one, ſo neither is the diſeaſe, 
The Clergy have all along been ſubje& to pe- 
riodical returns of this complaint. We have 
one in particular handed down to us, under the 
Pgnature of all the temporal judges then in 
England, in their memorable anſwer to that 
which is entitled, Certain articles of abuſes 
« which are deferred to be re eformed in granting 
1 prohibitions,” Which articles 1 were exhibited 


/ | <* ; 287 5 
againſt the Judges of the Realm, before the 
Lords of the Privy Council, by Arch-biſhop | 
| Bancroft, in the name of the whole Clergy, 
za of James. Wherein the Paroxiſms of the 
. preſent clerical influenza, and the dreadful ef- 
fects to be expected from it, if not put a ſtop 
to, are pointed out in ſo clear a manner, that 
no language can furniſh expreſſion more truly 
deſcriptive: tis paſt the power of art---no 
painter can pourtray- no ſculpture tool a face, 
nor any mirror, by reflection, ſhew a ſtronger 
likeneſs, than that which we trace of modern 
divines,“ in the following remarkable words 
of the Jud ges: : 


* 


* 2 \ 


ho kat where, in ancient time, "ies ag 
« ſued for. Tithes, would not ſue but for . 
things queſtionable, and never ſought, at their : 
* pariſhioners hands, their Tithes in other | 
kinds, than anciently they had been uſed to- 
be paid; now many turbulent Miniſters, do 
« infinitely vex their pariſhioners ſor fuch kind 
« of Tithes as they never had, + whereby many. 
% pariſhes have been impoveriſhed : And 
& for example, we ſhall ſhew one record, 
* This has reference only to particular caſes, and is not meant 
as a general reflection. 


+ This amounts to a poſitive 4 that no other tiibe caa 
de claimed but ſuch as the church has enjoyed. 
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* Win d the Miniſter did demand ſeventeeñ 
& ſeveral kinds of Tithes, whereupon the party 
te ſuing a prohibition, had eight or nine of - 
& them - adjudged againſt the Miniſter: upon 
& demurrer in law; and others paſſed. againft 


4 — 5 il 52 ane eis . to . 


Again. in exvthes Fe "e 2135) | Miniſters, 1 
te have grown of late more troubleſome to 
te their pariſhioners than in times paſt, wheres 


* as; in former ages, they were well con- 
* tented to accept that which was uſed to be 


* paid, and not to contend againſt any Pre- 
* ** ſcription or Compoſition; but now, they 

* grow fo troubleſome to their. neighbours, as 
& were it not for the prohibition, they wauld 
* ſoon overthrow all Preſcriptions and Compo 


.4 fitions that are for T ithes, which doth and 
« would breed ſuch a general garboil amongſt 


* the people, as were to be pitied, and not to 
cs be permitted. ( Coke's Inſt. Vol. II. P. 
61 0. Arti. 5 in . to . 1 15th Obj. 45 


P. rom 1 cms, till 1 theſe out 8 wllen 


the memory of what had paſt was worn out 


amongſt Laymen, little more was heard of che 
claims of the Church, 


T5 ſam 15 all- —it is . on the + 
| bf the Clergy, firſt; © That Tithes are due of 
tt common-right;” and ſecondly; * That 


* Laymen cannot preſcribe ſo as to Ko 
35 this . . FED ST: 
Reſpecting the kirk Ty: Petiticncr does 
not attempt to give it denial, except, with reference 
to novel claims; and except it be ſo conſtrued, that 
all which was dueof common right, is due at this 
day; for much 2 that which was due 125 been 
5 legally alienated. 


And as to the feevnl To gives it flat denial; ths 
kule is that no Layman can preſcribe ſoas holly - 
to deprive the right in any inſtance; that is to 
Hay, where no kind of Tithe has been paid for 
land; nor any modus, and where: nothing 


can be ſhewn to bar the Church, preſeriptive 


poſſeſſion will not avail us; for Preſeription, 
which fortifies all other titles, and ſuppoſeth 
the beſt beginning the law can give, applied to 
| Tithes, works elcan the eontrary. LIT Rep: 
pi. 29.) The reaſon. of which diverſity, or 
rather the apology for it is this, that if it 
were otherwiſe, it would operate; in the end, 
to the undoing of the Church: It is, theres 
fore, well and truly, and, perhaps, wiſely 
aid and provided, that Laymen ſhall not pre- 
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ebe il n Added, thas i, they (hall, h 
preſcribe to hold any portien of land, alto- 
gether clear of Tithe; but it is also well and 


ttuly ſaid, and as wiſely provided, that they 


may preſcribe in modo decimandi, which is to be 
elear in part, the very cafe that is here pleaded. 
But neither is this rule againft non decimando in 
Laymen ſo very general as to be without ex- 
eeption; for now, though titles of diſcharge 
under the ( 31 Hen. VIII.) are loft and the 

manner of diſcharge cannot be made out at this 
. yet if the lands of a religious houſe have 
been held, ſince the diſſolution, freed from the 
Payment of Tithes, it ſhall be intended that 
they were held ſo before; and preſcription 
| ſhall be allowed for a diſcharge of Tithes under 
that ſtatute, either abſolutely de non decimando 
for all Tithes, or ſor this or that ſort, &. 
All theſe titles may be ſupported by Preferip- 
tion, and from hence all other Preſcriptions de 


"won decimando are ſuppoſed to have had their 


beginning. So that by virtue of (41 Hen. VIII. ) 
a Layman patentee of the King may preſcribe 
generally, without ſhewing how in non decimands 
Vor Abbey Lands as under an Abbot*s title; which 
he could not do for any lands by the common 
law on any account. (Wood Inft. p. 180.) 
And was it not that your [on has all 


| 1 W1 
dang felt more be the RE, Fes than bie 
own particular intereſt, he might have avail' d 
| himſelf of the cireumſtance juſt named to quaſh 
at once tlie impotent attack upon him. For 
the Lands in queſtion were Abbey Lands, and 
thereforè he might have pleaded an Abbot 
title, in bar of novel or upſtart claims. The 
_ no doubt does ſtill lie open; and failing 
is preſent effort to ſerve the public, it will be 
keſorted to: The track of country which that 
defence will chver is very extenſive. St. 
Cuthbert's 8 Patrimony, as Monkith writers 
ball it; ſtretching on one hand from Tyne to 
Tees, and bh the other from the northern 
Boundary of Northumberland to Tweed; the. 
| laſt named ſtrip compriting the two diſtricts of 
Norham and Holy Iſland. The whole of theſe. 
were Abbey Lands, given to St: Cuthbert and 
to his ſueceſſors for ever, Biſhops of Lindisfarnc, 
by the Saxon Kings: The ſame was confirmed 
by the Daniſh Monarchs, and after them by 
the Norman hero. The plaintiff's triumph muſt 
therefore at any rate be of ſhort continus- ce. 
The time of retribution is at hand, fer novel 
claims can no where be ſuſtained 67 any plea; ; 
for every plea that can be ſet or toot, has ulage 
- immemorial for its root, /hich in this dase is 
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quite out of the queſtion. And as to antient dor- 
mant claims, wherever elſe they may have foot 
ing, they can have none in the countyof Durham. f 
Neither indeed in any other County, by 
Lord Coke's account, who gives it as his de- 
_ cided opinion that any County, or part of a 
County, may preſcribe to be quit of any Tithe, 
or in non decimando. (See Coke Lyt. Vol. II. . 
page 648. Wood's Inſt. page 171. 179. Alſo 
Watſon s Cler. Law page 11 5, where ſee deter- : 
minations of that kind. For Tithes, whatever 
they may have been originally, are now divided 
into two parts decimas debitus, or the nitural 
Tithe; and decimas conſuetas, or that, which 
in full ſatisſaction of the natural Tithe, is due 
by cuſtom and uſage. (Stat. 13 Ed. I. cir-- 
cumſpectæ agatis---and Coke's Expoſition, Vol 
. page 490. ) The firſt of theſe, where they 
remain, are ſubject to no variation; neither, 
indeed, do the latter ever vary from them 
ſelves, however widely they may differ from 
dne another. The Modus decimandi of the 
Place, | like an immoveable index, ſerving to 
point out in all caſes, the quantum and quale 
that is due rexpectively. In ſhort, this Modus 
decimandi, is the inheritance of the Church, 
and where it is detained, the Clergy may ſue. 
for it; but they cannc: 1 under ſuch eir- 


no 
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N for Tithe 3 in King: 60 Eliz. Dyer, ; 
170 —18 Eliz. Dyer, 349.) It is no pleats. 


fay, that the Modus decimuandi is ſhort of the 
preſent value of the Tithe, the preſumption 
is, that it is a full equivalent for the value of 
the Tithe 


ground upon ſome compoſition of that kind 


made; (See Anſwer to 15 Obj. of Articuli 


Cleri. 3 Jacobi) and as no cuſtom, which 
oreates a title of inheritance, as this does, can 
either be waved or annulled, but once eſta- 
bliſhed, muſt continue, (Coke's Inſt, Vol. I. 
Sect. 170, Vol. II. page 654.) it militates 
with common ſenſe to ſay, that the Chuch 


hath this inheritance in modo decimandi, and 
at the ſame time T ithe in kind, contra modum 


decimandi, (Hob. Rep. $4) It is, therefore, 


| felf-evidently clear, that the operation of a 


Modus decimandi over the whole of the natural 
Tithe, . is the ſame, in effect, as that of a 


fimple modus over a part,---it binds the indivi- 


duals to one invariable rule, precluding claims 
in any other way.---Our error then hath been 


this---Harbouring no clear idea of the nature 
of our defence, not diſtinguiſhing, as we ought 


to have done between a modus property ſo 
T 3 


ON | 


at the time of making the compo- 
fition, (Wood s Inſt. page 177.) for every 
fuch modus is a compoſition, or had its original 
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5 4 idus cee, or olds e gig 
5 5 : en Hs in a caſe where there is no dife 


buſh in fruitleſs. ſear ch of that of which we 
knew not the uſe. For it is not a modus, ac 
cording to the vulgar acceptation. of the word, 8 
that can ſhelter us from this ſtorma-gall that a 
modus, ſo fet forth, can do, is to afford us 3 
partial covering vit is a modus brought forward 
either as a part, or the whole of a Modus 
decimandi, which is to prove our lafe guard 
it is a manner of tithing of the land, whethep 
by modus or otherwiſe--it i is an uſage time out 
of mind, whatever that uſage may be, 5 which 
we ſhould plead, and which alone is equal tg 
our purpoſe of general ſpeedy and effectual 
relief, Lamb and. Wael, tor inſtance, imme 
morially paid, without the co-operation of a 
modus for any other Tithe, is of itſelf a Modus 5 
© decimandi of the land, and works a diſcharge | 
of the natural Tithe of grain and hay, en 
18 Eliz. Dyer, 170. and. 149 · Hob, Rep, 
42. 44. and 301.) And vice verſa, 4 modus 
without the co-operation of any pits payment, 


. Where 2 Madus is paid, and Wal hoot is no payment beſide 
of Tithe in kind, that Modus i is the Modus decimandi of the land 
in that caſe, therefore, there i is no difference between a Medus and 

a Modus decimandi, 


EE 
of Tithe, is of itſelf a good 


i qui at fure Jure requiruntur, with the conſent of 
thoſe who were qualified to diſpoſe of the 

Fights of the Church in any way they pleaſed ;'© 
o make leaſes for lives without ſtint or limita- 
tion, and gifts i in tail or ſtates in fee at their 
will and pleaſure; (Coke Lyt. Vol. E page 


; 38. )---whole contracts, would of courſe, | be : 


3 


valid, could they now be found in writing; 
but of which the memorials being loſt, the 
parties may preſcribe, and ſhall haye the ad- 
vantage of them as if they appeared, (Rayner 
on Tithes, page 272. 4 Neither is it poſſibls 


for the Clergy to extricate themſelyes from this 
dilemma, otherwiſe than by legally diſprove 
ing the Modus. decimandi; that is io ſay, by 


ſhewing a late original of the diſcharge pleaded 
(Hob, Rep, 293. as where there is good and 


ſufficient proof of record or writing, or of their 


own proper knowledge, to ſet againſt it, of 05 
Tithe being or in kind. {Coke 125 Vol. 


To: 


ood and fafficiens 
Modus decimandi, and works accordin gly. (Hobs 
Rep. 40. Rayner on Tithes 2 56,) | Theſe, 
and the Ping variation, of part in kind and 
part by modus, are all three deſcriptive of diffe- 
rent Pg _ agreements, made concurrentibus 
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4 8 115.5 Holding this, howeve 
membrance, that multiplex interruptio-1 
| Praſeriptimem femel obtentam (Coke Lyt. vol, 
„ II. page 654.) and that therefore after all the 
pains they haye taken for that purpoſe, no in- 
cterruption, which of late years has been given | 
to. the Madus decimandi, no deviation what- 
ever from the preſcriptive mode of Tithing, by 
our acquieſcence under their enctoachments, 
will vitiate the Preſcription; for a title by | 
Rreſcription once veſted, cannot be taken away 
by a wrong jul geſſen is acquit of late times, 
(Coke Lyt, Vol. I. Sect. 170.) 80 that ſup- 
poſing the Modus decimandi to have ceaſed, * 
and Tithe in kind to have been paid for ten, - 
twenty, ar. any given number of years within” 
memory, yet, if before the commencement 8 
of that period, the Preſcription is found, the 3 
ſubſtance of the iſſue is found alſo. r 
Vol. I. Sect. 170.) That is to fay, the form 
of the agreement or compoſition,” by conſent | 
of Parſon, Patron and Ordinary, is admitted 
W ar . enen to be ſuch as ve f 


— 3s hg znterraption of . WA 6 dach ii time ny as ſhall't vor 

| deſtroy the poſſibility of making proof that ſuch Cuſtom or Pre- | 
ſcription was, thall not be to the deſtruction of it. Wat. cler. 

Law, page 522. See alſo Caſes ated | in Woods loſt Pagh 


2 Coke Lyt. 18 II. page 65 . 


Pr foription 8 . (Hob: Ripr | 1 N „ | 
| Further confirmation of the a greement is neceſ- 
ary, or if it! were, it is intended that there 
was one, though it cannot be found through 
tte infiniteneſs and inpoſtbility- of ſearch. of 

things beyond memory, (Hob. Rep. 298.) for, 
er diuturnitate temiporis omnia eee oe” 


e Ca _ er 8 8 8 VE 


"oh And if Gags Js; the 5b Ane 48 this Whos" 
range of legal preſumptions can there be found” 

a fairer, a clearer, or a ſtronger one than this, 
, That the payment of ' ſome” Tithe, and 
the non payment of other, immemorially how=- 
ever circumſtanced that payment may be, whe- 
ther it is by, or with, or without a modus, 


. e 5 * ce ile | 


you 


Poe 


| Ab: FENG . | ai to | hi once 105 all; 
| the power and efficacy of immemorial uſage, 
let there be conceived a ſtrong caſe in point. 
Let a bill be ſuppoſed to be brought by a Lay- 
impropriator for Tithe-hay, deriving title un- 
der a clear expreſs, and inconteſtable grant 
from the crown. To which bill let the Vicar 1 
af the Pariſh be made a party; let it come out ” fy 
in 288 that no Ty had ever "yy 2 ; 


5 pc to. t the ee ropri 


1 latter, in hea: of nen Sk he defence 4 
ſet up be this, that the Lay-impropriator is 
only entitled to corn eee ere . 15 Vicar 
Inenticled.to Fihe-hay, bur the farms arg 
: payments 2 the. 1 which cores the key 
though not expreſl, The queſtion 3 is, whether 
- theſe modus's or cuſtomary payments ſhall be 
conſidered as pleaded in bar of the claims, as 
the Modus decimands of the land; or whether 
 Tithe-hay in kind ſhall revive and be reſtored 
and to which of the two, the Parſon in 
| right of his Vicarage, or the IL. 
io right of his grant? Let the Anſwer expreſt 
or implied be this---That the modus's or cuſs 
tomary payments ſhall be fo conſidered. as 
pleaded That the Tithe in kind ſhall not 
revive and be reſtored either to the Vicar or 
the Lay-impropriator, but that by virtue of 
uſage preſuming a contract, the land ſhall by 
Tag a of the natural Ne 


i 


This is a _—_ attacks the avaſt reluctant 5 
muſt allow to be in full confirmation of the 
doctrine here layed down, And if any doubt 


wy -impropriatop 


© ms v 


5 fhould ariſe reſpecting the colds ls of vg 
- ſuch a caſe, it may he found reported by 
Bunbury, (2 Geo, II.) or it may be ſeen 


abridged, in (Rayner on Tithes, / page 246, 


It there appears that the Vicar could make na 
title to Tithe-hay in kind, either by endow= 
ment or preſcriptive uſage, or to Tithe-hay at 


all otherwiſe than by the modys's gr cuſtomary 


payt ments 3 but yet as the Lay impropriator 

was not able to bring proof of che exerciſe of 
his right for one hundred and twenty years, 
* Preſcription is that the Hay-tithe is covered f 


2 s pleaded. And the bill was thereppon * 
1 miſed 2 the hole Court, 


2 80 88 ny" 1 AR g is the preſumption” 

ariſing from non-payment! So facred a thing is 
| immemorial uſage ! And fo high a reſpect was 
paid to theſe conſiderations in the inſtance ad- 
duced, that they triumphed at once over the 


combined force of Church and Crown. 


. 


4 
. / 


F But, as it may ſeem. that your Petitioner 
has in one part of this appeal, * denied the 
exiſtence of any law, or maxim of law, 
whereby Laymen are reſtrained rom panel 


"427 ® See page 276, 


A 
Mo 
P 


: , 
ere I os” a 8 
2 EXTERN 
8 


8 9 300 9 . 
Ing z nn the Church, and in IND part * 
has admitted the legal operation of ſuch reſtraint 
in forme particular cafes, he now begs leave to 
ny in explanation of his meaning, that the 
Itter expreſſion does not give con tradiction to, 
but expounds the former, as though he had 
faid, in the firſt inſtance, there is no ſuch- 
fer ping law, or rule of law 10 ſuch extent, as 

_ "ſages and divines of modern date have palmed 
upon us. All the old law-books agree with 
him in this ſaving ſentiment, thata non decimandp, | 
zs an abſolute diſcharge of all manner of Tithes 
of the land, paying nothing f in lieu of them, 
Clearly then, if any Tithe, or recompence for 
Tithe is paid, the rule againſt Preſcription | in 
ral has, in ſuch caſe, nothing to do "_ 
The exemption from Tithe muſt be total, 
"rhe the law lays no reſtraint. If it is any 
thing leſs than a whole, the charm is broke, 
and Laymen are at large. All the virtue it 
hae, belongs to, and is derived from the eircum- 
ſtance of its being a cempleat deprivation of 
the rights of the Church in reſpect of that 


Land. Without which latter circumſtance, the 


reaſon of the peculiarity in queſtion can nei- 
ther be explained, nor the uſe of it juſtified. 
Lord Hobart's opinion of the fotality here con- 
tended for by your Petitioner, and his defence of 
* See Page 259, | | 
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4 * ol — 


E \ > 
p 
_ E 3 a" ' 
. 1 * 


by and brie 24 ſet forth i in the ene — 


e There, are FS preſumptions - in law 7 4 


6c « violent, as though they be falſe, a man 
cc * ſhould not de received to aver againſt them. 


* As in this caſe- The law preſumes violently 
& that a Layman cannot be ab/olutely diſobarg- 


ce ed of Tithes: And therefore will not allow | 


cc a Preſeription of ſuch diſcharge, holding it 
0 more reaſonable that one man ſhould ſuffer 


a miſchief to loſe ſuch a priviledge, being ſo 
improbable and of ſo dangerous conſequence, 
« than for his particular, to admit a ſpoil of 1 
5 *« the Church, and a decay of Religion, a 


85 cording g to the rule, Omne Magnum exemplum 


67 aliquid habet ex imigua quod publica utilitate 
ec compenſatur. So that though you ſhall be 15 


allowed your diſcharge by grant when it 
« appears, yet when it appears not, Nabitur 


e preſumptiont danec proberur in contrarium. 


Glos Rep. 227.) 


1 more perfect concurrence in the ſame 
opinion with your Petitioner, and a ſtronger 
confirmation of it as Atrictiy legal, can hardly 


be urged from greater authority, or conveyed 
to us in clearer words than in thoſe which are 


quoted, — Indeed, can mw man give a 


1 e as 3 to the caſe; are RY | 
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better, more candid; of. Gatiefactory account if = 
the probable riſe, feaſonable progreſs, and 
Certain limitation of the rule i in W et 


It i is, however, the en of alfeation of ; 
the times, even among thoſe; who ſhould be 
better informed, to call the act of with- holding 
any Tithe, a non dicinando within the rule. 
But to ſay that a man preſeribes within the 
: rule, becauſe he preſcribes to be quit of this 
or t'other Tithe, is a groſs. perverſion; and 
they who tack a Yez9 to ſuch caſes, diſtort the 
law, and turn it from its courſe, A non 
Adecimando in the intention of the law, is one 
thing, and a partial non payment is another, 
but the one is no more the other, than an Ape 


- Wa Man; neither does the Rule any more be- 


long to, or apply to caſes of partial exemption 
that Regſon does to the animal juſt named, or 
to any other animal which may reſemble, in 
ſome reſpects, the human ſpecies. In the eye 
of the law, there is no other prohibited plea TY 
of Preſcription, but that which involves a total 
exemption from Tithes: in all other poſlible 4 
caſes, however diſtant from, or however near 
they may approach to a clear exe mption, Lays: 
men may plead Preſcription, or preſcriptive poſs 
ſeſſion as freely, and ſhould be permitted to do 


393 4 


conſideration of F ithes. ; 


Theſe are the premiſes, and ths inferences 


A which flow naturally from them are as follows 


2% That the uſage of the place is the Modus 
 ** feeimanti of the place---and that every ſuch 
% Modus decimandi, ipſo facto, by favour of law, 
* and by force of Preſcription, worketh a dif- 
* charge of the whole natural Tithe. 


Before he d your Petitioner bobs | 


wes to ſay a few words in explanation of cer- 
tain paſſages which have been deemed ambigu- 
ous in that Treatiſe, to which your Lordſhips have 
| been referred. The following is the firſt that we 
meet with, That which has regularly flowed 


4e from the Crown to the Laity, and has not 


* regularly flowed from thence to the Church, 
6 jg ſtill in the Laity. * 


This would ſeem at firſt ſight to encourage 


and couch an idea, that, in the author's eſti- 


mation, the Clergy are entitled to no other 
Tithes, but ſuch only as are admitted to have 


been derived to them * regular cone ＋. 


dee page, 225. 


+ In the total wreek of all ſuch conveyances, the tithes Cant 
aud tickes retained cannot be W In order, therefore. 
ts 


ry with as auch EN ſucceſs, as in an 
caſe the moſt remote that may be from * 
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in dt af others which hare not been 6 eib 
veyed, remain with the land- But when w 
lock more narrowly, and conſider with ours 


ſelves, that he ſpeaks only of thoſe poſſeſſions 


5 which have flowed from the Crown to the 


ity, it is clear that tithes could not have 


| been the poſſeſſions i in this inſtance alluded to. 
For Tithes do not fall under the deſcription 


named: they did not come as Fithes ab initis 
from the Crown to the Laity, but fir ME to the 
Church in that ſhape by the mere good-wilk 
and bounty of thoſe who poſſeſſed the land 
from the Crown an entire property: then back 
again to the donors or to their repreſentatives 
as Tithes by the grant of Parſon, Patron and 
Ordinary; by virtue of which, and by favour 
of the Statute of Diſſolution we now hold 
Tithes of which we were not ſuppoſed to be ca- 
pable at firſt as Lay-ſee. But after all, it is but a 
ſhabby argument by which the plea againſt a non 
decimando in Laymen is upheld. For if it is 


- aſked why Laymen cannot preſcribe in non deci- 


mando, the anſwer is becauſe they are not Capas. 


ble of Tithes. And if it is, aſk what reaſon 


to do all manner of juſtice to the Church, it is admitted generally 
that all tithes wer: conveyed which were then in ee. But that con-. 
ceflion will not ſatisfy the Church, for tithes are claimed which 
were not then in 2/7, nor even in contemplation of the moſt viſſon- 
ay mipd, wECh 3 is a Pg of _E that ſoars above abſurdity ilelfy 


-E 305 1 


as if it were afterwards to be brought in proof 
of the defect of your Petitioner's title, that 
your. Lordſhips had thought fit to confirm 
the fame; Waving However the conſideration 
of original right in laymen to hold or 
retain Tithes as not directly in point, your 


Petitioner does not feel himſelf under any 
difficulty reſpecting the Author's meaning, who 
doubtleſs knew, though Tithes were intended 
ar annual free-will gift, that the right to retain | 


them was ounſantly loſt; who likewife knew 


that the very act of bounty, previous to which 
there were no Tithes, without which they had 


not been, and by which they were only cre- 
ated a re vocable preſent, was ſoon after con- 
U 


there i to ſuppoſe that 154 who granted ö 
Tithes, are not capable of holding them it is 
| anſwered, becauſe of the remedy given to Lay- 
_ perſons by the Statute (32 Hen. VIII.) And if it 
is further aſked how the remedy provided can be 
made to prove what it is faid to do, the anſwer is, 
becauſe there had been no need of the remedy : 
there given had Laymen been regularly ca- 
pable of Tithes, for in that caſe the common 
law would have given the remedy. (Watſon's i 
Cler. page 516.) Now what kind of reaſon= | 
ing that may be; your Lordſhips will judge; 
but it ſeems to be juſt ſuch an argument, | 
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ted by thoſe who held this nn 5 ; 
in leading ſtrings, into a ſtrict obligat ion on 
our part, planned and ordained by God him- 
ſelf.---Al this the Author could not fail to 


know, he likewiſe knew that all the property | 


i of + 


ſo gained, was afterwards ſecured by legal acts; 
and therefore could not mean to ſay that 


1 


Tithes of any ſort exiſting | then remained 


7+ $53.44 


with us, which had not been devoted to the 


Church. Not one in fact of that deſerip- 


tion did remain, not one was left 'be- 5. 
hind. But this was left as proof 6 gnificant 
from whence they. came, and what they were 
deſigned to be- The privilege of chooſing 
« thofe to whom the payment , ſhould be 


% made.” ---And all had. yet been well had only 


that been handed down, but that reſerve was alſo 5 


filched away, and finally was loſt when paro- 
. chial rights | Were firſt cltahliſhel, © * al Pas. 


* 


ot bl been aflerted that r 518 were WT * | 
bliſned in conſequence of a deeree of the Council of Lateran; 


but Lord Coke declares that no- ſuch decrce- can be found, nor 


any injunction to that effect, fave only in a decretal Letter of 
Pope Innocent the Third, dated indted at Lateran the firſt 


- year of King John's Reign, and directed to the Arch-biſhop of : 
Canterbury, wt - eccleſjis parechialibus juſtæ decime perſolvantur. . 


Which laid Epiſile though it was not binding on the Subjects of 


this Realm, yet it being reaſonable as the Pope expreſſes him- 


ſelf, that ectleſiæ guæ ſpiritualia ſeminant, , metere dibent 4 fais © 


parachiauis *cmporalia rt babere, the ſame was allowed, and ſo it 
became Lex terre, Coke oy” Vol. II. page 641. 3 


E 


(& ) 
: being den! mak oompellable to phy dete 
Titles to the 'refident Pariſn Prieſt. Befofe f 
which, though to ſome ſpiritual Perſon, or 7 
other, Naber wert to be conffighied, no N 
Cular Perſon bad & Pfeperty in them. (Hob. 


Nep. page 1 Cöke Lye. page 646 6. 53. 2 
E 429004940 7 T1659 67 U en 3107 - n 
55 Alvin g to Pl ee facts iir due git” 
rtion of weight, it is petfealy” clear, that 
the expreſi} on alluded” to, could not have been 
. deſigned to have reference to Tithes, but 
merely to land, to which as the Church had | 
not contrived to trump up a ſepar ite indepen- 
| dent claim, it cond not otherwiſe be entitled 
than” by 8 virtue and force of regular ie | 
1 be next © ebjeklionable 4 rte has cheſs 
ow 129 That, indeed, which has regularly 
5 « flowed through either of thoſe channels to 
» tbe Church, though loſt for a time, is ill 
without any manner of doubt their tangible 
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| af the Fake 9 was Apachen bg on 
account of its appearing to give too little, 
this is We if not more e fo, Toe its ap- 
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pearing to give too much. The Author ſeem · 
ed to be aware of this, and in order to 
qualify the matter, ſubjoined what follows: 

In other words, where there is proof that 
« any incumbent: was heretofore-in legal: poſ⸗ 
ſeſſion of that which is now claimed by his 
« ſucceſſor, that caſe is in point; but there is 
no other to which Preſcription is applicable, 


C 


« or by virtue of which the claimant 1 18 e 
0 *£t02 ena his favour,”!. He 


þ. 9 4 gents. ow. us, 1 — explanation 
will, go but a little way to remoye the difficulty, 
for your Petitioner has admitted, * and it may 
be proved, that by ſome means or other, it 
matters not how, this fair and conſcionable . 
Church had not only contrived to worm iefelf 
into legal poſſeſſion of all exi Ning Tithes, but over 
and above into a third, part, at leaſt, all the real 
Hoe Y 7 the. Rea: erat Parl, 4 oy: 2% 


+4 EE * 2 — | , 8 * * 


Shall we 5 then, becauſe they can prove 
che poſſeſſion which is here deſcribed, that they 
are ſtill entitled to and may recover the fame ? 
---If ſuch deluſion has by chance prevailed, le: 
it here be noted, that the poſſeſſion alluded te 
* Bee page oy * 


[ 
| 
\ 
4 


have either been a4/orbed, as may be ſeen, by 


the maxim of law is to preſume it t juſt. {Holy 


ſeſſion ſince the period named; for in all caſes - 


1 NINE Ca. 3. 8 


( -309 1) | 
hw no enfants: whatever to the quondam 
rights of the Church, but to thoſe rights only 
of which they can prove the poſſeſſion, ſince 
the Church was reſtrained from alienatiag its 
property. All other rights they did poſſeſs 


public legiſlative acts, or have otherwiſe, by 
private deeds of their own, been 4 continued, 
while they had the power to do ſo, and of 
which deeds no other evidence i is or can be re- 
quired, at this diſtance of time from the date 
of the tranſaction, than the unity of our poſ- 


immemorial whereof the original was probable, | 


Rep. page 297.) 


is 2 "would a therefore, that the, Author's 
meaning would be better expreſt by the fol- 
lowing words: Where there js proof of legal 
<« polleſſion on the part of the Church ſince the 

*« Clergy were reſtrained from aljenating its 
7 rights, the claim is inconteſtable; but chere 
oy 1s no "Ne to which MEIN is appli 


» This was done by divers Att, vi. 1 us. 7 3 Eli. oo 19, 


U 


— 


( 3.⁰²9 


te cable at this day, or by virtue of which, the 


*claimant is entitled to a decree 1 in his favour. 
Neither, indeed, can a queſtion of law be 
4 framed ſucceſsſully for them in ns ther 
70 "pee" by 


yok 


* 


. 


To make this matter clear, we have only 


to conſider the drift of the legiſlature i in the 
acts before us. It was two-fold. To preſerve 


in the firſt inſtance tlie remaining rights of the 


Church; and ſecohdly to render thoſe rights 
which had been duly alienated, ſecure to their 
poſſeſſors. And ks was this effected? Sim- 


ply thus -- by declaring that which was left, 


henceforth unalienable; and by leaving that 


which had been alienated, preciſely in the ſame 


ſituation in which it had always ſtood, ** irre- 
ec coverable otherwiſe than b- ; proof of corin, 
4 fraud, or force.” 2 ; 

1 1 eee 


4.92 with; "165 _ K —4 0 


ur- no uch proof k has beck added nor 


can it now be brought. Then what muſt your 
deciſion be? Muſt you, who are by birth 


the guardians of the ſtate, the dernier Judges 
of all. right, be conſenting to charge legal pro- 


perty with payments, becauſe a fraud may 
be Sn but appears not? And muſt we 


IC | : 
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be required 8 your award to 1550 chat withs 
put proof, which only by proof they were at any 


time entitled to recover! If this be. done, 
which cannot be ſuppoſed, you will do that which 


militates with common ſenſe, you will render. 
that which is imperfect, perfect now through 
dint of imperfection, and ſo by mere defect of 


title make their title good! At this rate you 
will not only deſtroy all property, but all law, 
of which latter it is a maxim, That what 
« appears not to be muſt be taken in law as if 


© it were not,” - (Vau, Rep. page 169.) And 


here | no coyin, force nor fraud appearing-- 


what maſt follow ? That none did exiſt, 


Seeing "ORE that whatever the Church 25 
left in poſſeſſion of, at the paſſing of thoſe acts, 


could not ſince have been diſpoſed of legal- 
ly and cannot but through default on their 
part be loſt; obſerving further that what- 
ever the Church had previouſly conveyed 
away, if 21 done, was ſanctified by law, 


and gone for ever, and that all thoſe poſſeſſions 


which have run the gauntlet of time, and re- 
main in our hands are fo conſidered, all that 
can be wanting to their title, at this day, and all 


that can be required by us, is that they ſhould bring 


evidence of poſſeſſion within the period named. 
4 5 
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But leſs 3 this will not ſuffice, for to waye 
this proof and yet to claim,” is to fay that Pre- 
ſcription will help any man to that which no 
man ever poſſeſſed in the fame predicament * 
with himſelf, which is a clear abſurdity, For 
emnipotent, as this magician may ſeem, it is 
not in his power, as the Author very juſtly. 
obſerves, to create a ri igbt, all he can do is to 
recover that right which has once been lot. It 
undoubtedly, therefore, remains with them, 
with thoſe that claim to ſhew theiv right. Let 
them prove their poſſeſſion as here deferibed, let 
them make it appear that they have done ſo, and 
aſſuredly there is no e amongſt us who 
has either honeſty or common ite that will 
reſiſt the claim, 
From the date of thoſe acts by which the” alfevgtion of Church 


property was abaliſhed a new. celerical, Era commenced. , The 
former body were in one predicament, the latter body are in ano- 
| ther. The firſt had a power of diſpoſal to an unlimited extent, 
| the latter have no ſuch power in any degree whatever, The firſt 
had therefore no more than a qualified claim tv the poſſeſſions of 
thoſe that went before them, whereas the latter have a claim per- 
feclly unqualified with reſpet to the poſſeſſions of their predeceſ- 
ſors, T he reaſon of which diſtinction i 18 this— That i in all caſes, 
the point to de proved reſts with the party affirming, no perſon 
being required to prove a n-gative. Thus in the firſt inftance, the 
ſact of ſecurance was the point afficmatiye, and that reſted with the | 
defendant. In the latter inſtance, tae fact of poſſeſſion is the 
point affirmative, and that reſts with the claimant, Nothing 
can be clearer than the diſtinctions drawn, and we have ouly to 
attend to them to beer clear of all diſſention. 


— 


0 TSR 
Baut the caſe is otherwiſe, where there is ng - 
legal proof ſet up on their part, and where our 
poſſeſſion running uniformly through, is carri- 
ed up to thoſe times when it was competent to 
- the Church to diſpoſe of its rights, In all ſuch 
caſes, the law preſumes a fair and regular diſ- 
memberment, a contract once exiſting, though 
it cannot now be found, by force of which they 
were diviſted of rights they would otherwiſe 
have had, and we were made the lawful 
owners. For thou gh the forrſaid difabling 
ſtatutes, agreeable to the nature of all laws, 
looking forwards, went effectually to the pre- 
venting of that in future, which had proved an 
abuſe; they neither did nor could, nor were 
deſigned to alter or correct, much leſs to diſ- 
annul the paſt proceedings. Otherwiſe they 
would have been laws which are declared to be 
an abomination- Laus retroſpection, puniſh- 
ing for that by an after ſtroke which the lau 
allowed at the time of doing; or elſe mere 
laws of nonſenſe, making two men have feveral 
plenary rights in the fame thing, at the. ſame 
time, ' which is neither more nor leſs than to 
make the ſame thing, at the ſame time, both 
lau ful and unlawful, which no law can effect, 
Quod nec Deus foteſt facere, for the thing re- 
quired is impoſſible. (Vau. Rep. page 336.) 


% 


t 314 3” So 
. ir uch there is no fach imputation ; 
Naa upon them, for the ſtatutes named, 
ſo far from vitiating, did virtually confirm the 
Layman': $ title. They ſerved us likewiſe i in 
another way, they drew a line which was not 
drawn before, which line is fince become by 
common courſe of thin gs, the ne plus ultra 
of the Church's claims, the Rubicon of their 
Preſcription, beyond which to ſet a foot, 8 
to erect itſelf into a tyranny ; for what better 
definition can be given of tyranny, than that 
of a power ſelf aſſumed diſpenſing, with the 
law For that which law. preſumes is clearly 
law. But ſome who wiſh to weaken what they 
cannot overcome, affect to ſay, that as no written 
veſtige of diſcharge can be ſhewn on our part, 
the law ſhould not preſume under ſuch circum- 
ſtances to draw concluſions in favour of Lay- 
poſſeſſors, but judging fairly rather ſhould pre- 
ſume that what we hold was fraudulently gain- 
ed. Now law, which never ſhrinks from any 
explanation of its ways, will ſatisfy ſuch ſcru- 
ples thus: © In law it is a ſettled point, that 
every thing which is law, and is not known 
* to be ſuch by act of Parliament, is ſuch by 
** common law ; but it does not follow from 
* thence, that ſuch things as are by common 
law, arc only ſuch by uſurpation; for ad- 
| *mitting, as we muſt neceſſarily admit, that 


4 


2 Is) 


of always there was a power and practice of 3 
making laws, . they might have been ſo by 


0 act of Parliament not extant. And in- 


0 


55 conceived to be mY otherwiſe than hy act 
« of Parliament, or a power equivalent to 


*© them, whereof the rolls are Joſt.” '”. 
Rep. Page 163. * | 


Se, in like manner, though Laymen in ge- 
reral are not able in the caſe. of Tithes, to 


ſupport their title by written documents, yet, 
it does not follow from thence that they gained 


their titles by uſurpation, for they might have 


gained them by legal contracts now not extant. 
And ſo no doubt they did obtain them, for 
5 as always there was in the Church a power 


and practice of alienation, and as abiyays there 


was a right of recovery, on proof of covin, 


force, or fraud, that right not exerciſed, it 


cannot be preſumed, nor can it be conceived, 


that what we hold v was Otherwiſe ours wg * 
kauful means. 


5 


But it may be ſaid, that law in this reſpect has 
begged a queſtion, and by an alluſion to pre- 
miſes which are not in efſe, has drawn an 
argument that will turn againſt Its employer, 
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 Snafmuch, as there is no evidence . of things, 
which were by common law, having ever been 
by act of Parliament, and no ſufficient ground, | 
of courſe, on which to build, in either caſe, 
this boaſted plea of Jaw preſumption. In 
anſwer to which your Petitioner begs leave to 
refer your Lordſhips to what has been ſaid on 
this ſubject by Lord Chjef Juſtice Vanghan, 

(Rep. page 161 > 


20 It is clear, that formerly in che ten 
10. of Henry VIII. Queen Mary, and Queen 
« Elizabeth, it was ſuppoſed, that certain 
« cuſtoms called the old, or antique cuſiume 
40 upon wool, pelts, and leather, were origi- 
7 nally due to the King, by common law, 
* and not by act of Parliament; and of this 
5 opinion were all the Judges i in thoſe ſeveral 
ue reigns, Bat in ſpite of theſe authorities, it 
* has fince been diſcovered, that thoſe very 
* cuſtoms were no duties belonging to the 

Crown by common law, but were granted 
ie 25 anew thing to King Edward I. by Par- 
* hament, in the Third year of his reign, 
© hereof there is evidence undeniable, though 
te the act itſelf is no where extant now.” 
Whence we may learn, as is here remarked by 


this-candid Lawyer, how /allible even the 


Fo 117 y 
Fe Ani of al the Judges is, when the matte? 
e to be ſolved muſt be cleared by ſearchers not 
* common, and depends not upon caſes vul- 

&« garly known by readers of the year books.” 
(See alſo: Coke Lyt. Vol. II. page 58.) And 
again, * Many things are faid to be prohibited 
by common law; and, indeed, moſt things 
fo prohibited, were primarily prohibited by 
* Parliament, or by a power equivalent to it, 
«in making laws, which is the ſame, but ares 
faid to be prohibited by common law, be- 
* cauſe the original of the conſtitution, or 
* prohibiting law, is not to be found of record, 
but is beyond memory, and the law known 
only from practical proceedings and uſages 
* jn courts of juſtice, as may appear by many 
4 Jaws made in the time of the Saxon Kings, 
< of William I. and Henry II. yet extant in 
hiſtory, which is now received as common 
* law. So if by accident, the records of all 
« the acts of Parliament now extant, none of 
t which is older than the gth, Henry II. but 
„new laws were as frequent before as ſince, 
* ſhould be deſtroyed by fire, or other caſualty, 
« the memorials of proceedings upon them, 
found by the records in judical matters, 
* would, upon like reaſon, be accounted com- 
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to the parallel caſe of TIthes, and your Lord- 
ſhips will find in acquittab of law, that it has 
not, but upon good and ſufficient ground, 
preſumed the real exiſtonce of lawſul acts, 
though they cannot be found in the original 


eoncoction of our title; and that, conſe- 
quently, the uſage thereon having gained the 
eee eee e eee 
hun, Sono I. Pg of- common {aW.' . 15 * | 


1 
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Had Here never been a FP in 516 Chinn: 


| br had it never been a practice with them to 
alienate their rights, this ground on which we 


ſtand fo ſafely now, had not | been tenable; 


for then, indeed, they might have ſaid with 


ſemblance of the truth, that all they ever had 
muſt ftill be theirs where not entrenched 
upon by act of Parliament. But all men 


know the power alluded to, did once exiſt, 


and all men know the practice of thoſe times, 


which ſtill had been the ſame, not ſtopt, as 


has been ſhewn, * by Parliament s molt timely 


inter vention. 


See page zog. 
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Ae then, that the Church was clearly | 


„ days: to convey its pruperty: 
that there was no inability in Laymen to become 
alluded to was — 


poſſeſt; that the power 
exerciſed; that the rights conveyed were: never 


otherwiſe recoverable, than by proof of covin, 
fraud, or force; that no ſuch plea had been 
adduced; that no ſuch ſuit had been inſtituted, 


while the tranſaction was yet freſh in remem- 
brance; and that no action of the kind, from 


the nature of things, can now be brought 
Theſe circumſtances weighed, will any man 
who is capable of judging between right 


and wrong; will any man who has the fear 


of God before his eyes, riſe up and ſay, that : 
he is not drawn by theſe premiſes irreſiſtably to 


this concluſien— that all was done when the 


title did commence Jecundum legem ? 


: Conformable to this idea the law nb 


to preſumed; conformable to this idea the 


the law muſt ſtill preſume, or otherwiſe muſt own 


| a maſter, bend the knee, and bow the neck 


and crouch to a ſuperior; which Engliſh law 


diſdaining to perform, its determination muſt 
neceſſarily be concluſive in favour of n 5 
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and reſ pect. 
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Not that your Petitibner would have it utt= 
derſtood, that he takes it upon him preſump- 
iy to ſay, that this is law: All he means 


1 expreſs is his own firicere belief, that it is 


ſo, and that the law ſpeaks as plainly in this? 
caſe to his underſtanding, as if it Had ſuid in 
fo many words to the Church, br ſhalt | 
"youu none . . bot n 1 


Yet was is mit nor 7 th g ol that" 


has been advanced, how firm ſoever it may 


ſeem to have been ſpoken, intended to eonvey 
an idea, that your Petitioner conſiders Himſelf 


as urging what he ſays, with the voice of: au- 
thotity ; or that he ventures to approach 0 


Lordſhips in any other way than with feelings 


of the moſt unbounded e veneration, 


It cannot be ſuppoſed, 4 be * e 
ſo witleſs, as to aſſume to himſelf the determi- 
flation of a caſe, at the ſame time that he is 
producing it in appeal to your Lordſhips ; or 


that he means any thing more by this recital, 


than frankly to ſet forth his beſt opinions 5 


neither has this been done through oftentation, 


offre ĩouſneſs, or the vanity of ſuppoſing himſelf - 


. , 


. HE | 


einbe- to hold out information to your 1255 


ſhips, or otherwiſe, indeed, in any reſpect, than 
as thinking it neceſſary to his own juſtification, 
to ſhew the ground of his refiſtance, and why it 
is that he has gone theſe extraordinary lengths, 


by proving that he could not have done diffe- 


rently, and acted any way in concert with the 
information of his mind. But as this is a 


motive merely perſonal, your Petitioner: would 


not have ens ght himſelf ſufficie ntly warranted, 
to take up ſo much of your Lordſhiꝑs time, 
without ſome proſpect of its redounding alſo to 
public advan tage, from this incidental conſi- 
deration, that as no error or miſconception of 
his can, thus expoſed, eſcape detection, it 
may be a means of bringing the matter, with 
very little trouble to your Lordſh ips, imme» 
diately to iſſue; a circumſtance, which, in any 


>” 


event, cannot fail to meet the wiſhes of all 

parties; for, even in the worſt. that can befal 
us, we ſhall have ſome reaſon to rejoice, we 
ſhall know preciſely what it is that belongs to 
us, and of courſe, tak ing leave of diſputes, 
ſhake hands and be friends with the Clergy for ever. 
But, if things ſhould take a d: fferent turn - if 
it ſhall appear not only as now, upon the face 


of it, but, upon record, that your Fetitiener 
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has right on his ſide that be. is founded i kn - 
fact, and point of law----and that your Lord- 


ſhips are agreed with him in the ſame/opinion 
ue ſhall have infinitely more reaſon to: re- 

joice, inſomuch, that he will not envy the 
compoſure of any man, who'can then forbear 
10 exchim----Farewel for ever novel claims, 


and welcome our deliverance] bewildered long 
and loſt in a dabyrinth of our N rege 
ſiee the clew is 

us to the outlet ducts Boll rn are ae 
Petitioner's hopes; To givethem life, or ſiniſn 


their exiſtence, is your Lordſhips province. 


Happy to know, as obſtinately ſure of this,.that 
favour and ' diſlike, within your walls, are 


equally apart, he neither dreads the one, nor 
courts the other; looking to you, his eyes are 


fixt on juſtice; ſo poſſeſſed, he takes his leave; 


Content alike to ſtand or fall as fair impartial 
truth, whoſe ſeat is in your hearts, ſhall either 
way direct, he quits your honoured preſence, 
ſubmitting his own, and the cauſe of his 
Country to your good judgement and . 


voice. 
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Here the Sheriff addreſſing himſelf to the Meeting, 
nec bo O19 Hos Halen e, 7 


e 


<a a for the Pin ag av-remaios 


A ah you, Gentlemen, if you are fo diſpoſed, 


to conſider with yourſelves and determine how 


near it approaches to your ideas of fitneſs. 
Ayd if you concur with me in the prayer and 
ſentiment, how far, and in what manner you 
will be pleaſed to countenance my weak endea- 
vours to do. the Rate ſome little erich. Prod? 


#.. 


The Sheriff 0 once more rated, Mr, 
Orde, of Morpeth, ſtood "Ps" and addreſſed 
the rn 4 


5 riſe to move, that. the _ of this 
Meeting be given to the High Sheriff, for the 
very great zeal he has ſheyvn, and the pains 
he has taken to ſerve this County, and the 
Public in general; but as I confeſs myſelf not 


able to judge of the propriety or impropriety 


of the matter contained in the Petition, from 
only hearing it curſorily read, I further move, 


that the Higk Sheriff be deſired to print the 
X 2 
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ſubſtance of his opinion, for the more FATE 
tory. information of the Fublie. : : 


This KReſolution being eld i and paſt 
unanimouſly, the following Advertiſement was | 
| drawn up, read, and proved; ven t n 
ed the danden of the w__ | 


. 


At a Meeting of the Freeholders' of the 
County of Northumberland, held at the Town- 
Hall, in Morpeth, the-22d Day of Decembe: 
1784, purſuant to public Notice given by the 
Sheriff, for the purpoſe of taking into conſide- 
I the noyel n, of the Chanel, 


The Sheriff having Speis to he Meet- 
ing the purpoſe of their being called together, 
and having been deſired to give bis Sentiments 
on the Subject, read a Paper containing the 
Principles on which his Opinion af the invali- 
dity of tore" Claims i is ne: 35 


'ResoLveD, That the Thanks of this Meet- 
ing be given to the Sheriff, for the very great 
zeal he has ſhewn, and the pains he has taken 
to ſerve this County, and the Public in general, 
and that he be deſired to print the Subſtance 


(6 323 ) 
of wech u hs Opinion, for the more latiskactomy 
een of the Public. | 


"ha lattly, Wann BEI the Sheriff 
be defired to fign theſe Reſolutions, and cauſe 
them. to be n in the N ewcaſtle Newſ- 


FRANCIS BLAKE, SHER rr. 


be FREEHOLDERS of the CounTY of 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 


| Fowntnny-Townn, 
Dec. 26, 1785. 
GenTianeN, | 

: ps G my eye over the laſt additional 
| remarks* which I had the honour of 
ſubmitting to your conſideration, it ſtruck my 
mind forcibly, that ſome reaſonable objection 

might be made to the following expreſſion: 
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„ The remarks rad to are now interwoven and form a 


_ of * foregoing Petition. 
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5 fo all fach caſes, S Law preſumes a fair and 
« regular diſmemberment, a contract once ex- 


* iſting, though it cannot now be found, &c.”” 


- (See page 312.) Now the truth is, there are 
really ſome. raſes in which the Law will not pre- 
ſume, as I have mentioned; which caſes ought, 
of courſe, i in their fair repreſentation of facts, to 
have been named and excepted. Be pleaſed, 
| therefore, to make a mark of reference to the 
ſentence quoted, and enter the following remark 
at the bottom of the page: This wil | 
jn all caſes, fave only in thoſe which extend 
to an abſolute non decimation of the land, in few. 
4 # of which will the law allow the operation 
« of any contract, except the contract itſelf ap- 
«© year, That is, though the grant of Parſon, 
Patron, and Ordinary is good of itſelf with- 
out any recompence or conſideration what- 
© ever where the grant appears, yet where it 
appears not, but runs out to preſeripy ion, it 
« gies and periſhes. 'Whereof no ot ; reaſon” F 
« js given, as Lord Chief Juſtice: Hobart ob- 
« ſerves in his Reports (page 297, ) but that our 
« books ſay, that a man may preferibe for bis Land © 


ce 77 modo decimandi, but not in non decimam do. 5 


* See in what caſes it is allowed to proſeribgin non decimandey 
page 50. f 


. 327 . 
And here, Gentlemen, it may not be amiſs 


44; 


2 to obſerve, that as the intendment of one of 


theſe provilions i is in favour of the Church, and 


as the other 1 1s in favour of Laymen, ſo does 


: the like good reaſon move in both eaſes, viz. 


| That. the « one party may not Jpoil the other. I 


wilt not carry my partiality ſo far as to ſay, that 
this precaution. was neceſſary for our ſecurity, 
and not for theirs. I think it was well done for 
both, and diſcovers a thorough knowledge of 
the heart of man. We ſee more plainly indeed 
fromthe preſent temper of /ome part, at leaſt, of 
the holy bootherhood, how wiſe and neceſſary | 
this proviſion has been, in reſpect to ourſelves, : 
for without it there would have been an end, 1 
ſuppoſe, at this inſtant, of almoſt every Modus, 
Modus drcimandi, and Compoſition whatever; for 
it is altogether in contemplation of the legal 


commencement of thoſe diſcharges, that any 


of them are pleaded and allowed at this day. 


The proof direct of our title to them is not now 


within our reach, but neither on the other 


hand, is it in the reach of the Church, directly 


to impeach it. I ſpeak this generally ; to be. 


more particular, I may venture to ſay, there is 


not one e caſe i in ten thouſand, which i Is capable 
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< being either ſupportedor ſet abide; by poſitive 
proof. By what means, then, can the mind of 
man be brought, under fuch limitations, to that 
ſenſe of conviction, - which i is ſuifod to decide ; 39 
By reflecting ſeriouſly upon the nature and origin 
of the payments in queſtion, their known lega- 
lity, and acknowledged frequency; by weigh- 
ing the circumſtance of their continuance, with- 
out change or queſtion, through fo many ſue- 
ceſſive ages; through ſo. many ſhrewd genera- 
tions of men, whoſe vigilance and attention to 
their own concerns, had grown even to a pro- 
verb; and by adding to theſe, this palpable 
fact, that they have all along bad their effett of 
diſcharge, in reſpect of any other mode of tithing.--« 
All theſe conſiderations combined form a phalanx 
of evidence. And what has the Cburch to pro- 
duce againſt it? A poſſible caſe? Nay hardly ſo 
much,---a bare poſſibility that no ſuch contracts 
did ever exiſt, or if they did, that they were 
oompaſſed by fraud! To what degree of credi- 
bility this far-fetched fancy is entitled; and to 
which of the two caſes, contraſted as they ſtand, 
fair juſtice ſhould lean, reſts with them to pro- 
nounce, in whoſe province it is to determine be- 
tween us. In the mean time, however, you and 
all men are equally free to put forth an opinion 
of the defence ſet up. Of my opinion you have 


( 9) 


been long in poſſeſſion. But your's, Gentlenien, | 


to my diſappointment, and the grief of many, 
has not been made known. Neither indeed have 


they, who ſtarted theſe claims, been more ex 
pulpicit: but this is known from your mutual 
© Glence, that in your opinion, and in that of all 


thoſe of their own body who have gone before 


them, the Clergy have no title whatever to dle | 


Tithes in profes,” ns 


, * 


7 lad thought it pct; to ſabjoin a 


much that! might have the ſatisfaction of laying 


before you in ſmall bounds, the whole ſcope of 
this buſineſs; and that you, Gentlemen, might 
ſee clearly, and at one view, the ſtrength and 
weakneſs of both parties ; that fo informed, and 


ſo warned, you might neither fall unawares, or 


5 through deſpondency, into that fatal abyſs which 
' opening for you: but that thoroughly appriſed 


of your on fituation, and of the drift and ten- 


dency of your conceſſions, you might know of a 
truth, that by yielding this point to the Church, 
you would help them to dig your own grave; 
you would enable them to cut up by the roots 
your own defence of every other Modus or Com 
fofition, for Tithe, in as much as reſting upon 
the ſame baſe with the Modus decimandi, vouy 
muſt all ſtand or fall together. | . 
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When I conſider, therefore, th, vaſt.; impor-. 
tance of the preſent queſtion---the public man- 


ner in which it was brought before you---the, 


previous -wiſh- which: ſeemed: to pervade the, 
County that ſome perſon would produce him- 


ſelf, in order to bring to a point the general g 


ſenſe, and draw it to determination; loſing the 
thought of my own unworthineſs in theſe con- 
ſiderations, I cannot forbear to flatter myſelf, 
that feeling for yourſelves, if not feeling for 


me, who for your fakes have ſtood forth reſo- 


lutely upon this occaſion, you will yet, in 
= own good time, vouchſafe as a body 
o ſhew ſomething more than ſilent reſpect 


7 to o the cauſe, by entering into ſome public re- 


ſolutions declarative and explanatory of What 
opinion you hold in the preſent diſpute. 


| When this is done, from that moment will all 


new and upſtart claims take their fare wel de- 
parture. For as no point of law is more reaſo- 


nable, ſo neither is there any which is better 
rooted, or of more certain effect than this 


That you may preſcribe for your land in the 
6c way I have named, and that you ſhall have 
your diſcharge in ſuch ſort allowed by virtue 
and force of the Modus decimandi.” Your op- 

ponents are too knowing, to be ſuppoſed not to 
know this; they ſee it with fear and trembling, 


% 


£4 39. ) 


5 thr mr hw Till ach time, e * 


orgs as you are en to ne ur minds there 1 


4741 


tinue to flatter chemſelves that "the. pgs * 
blow over; and, of courſe, will cantinue to. har- 


raſs you, reſting i in hope, that you. do not, and. 


will not perceive, or that ſceing the truth, = 


adventure you will not believe. But how vain 1 


and ghoſtlike muſt that hope be, which, in ſo 's 
clear a caſe, hangs only I the thread of ſuch a 


ſurmiſe! 


And now, fe a before 1 take my. ah 


of this ſubject, let it be. known to all; that if any 


thing whatever has been faid by me upon this 
or any other occaſion, as if ſeeming to reflect 
upon the body of the Clergy, that I do hereby 
| utterly and moſt ſolemnly diſclaim either hav- 
Ing had or having now any intention of the 
kind. No man, I will be bold to ſay, is more 
loyally attached than I am to the holy Inſtitu- 
tion; no man can reverence the "Clergy more 
truly than I do, can entertain a higher opinion 
of their worth, or would do more to ſerve and 
oblige them, as all who view me fairly, muſt, 
and do acknowledge. Far it be from me, 
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| therefore, and far it is from me, either to "haps s 
or infinuate, or even to harbour the moſt diſtant 
thought, that the generality, or that any c6n- 

| fiderable proportion of the ' Clergy would con- 

| tinue to lay claim to that, under any tempta- 
tion, which they either knew, or could even 
ſuſpect did not belong to them. But there are 
ſome bad men of every deſcription; and though ' 
T have riſked upon this general obſervation, a 


* 


5 


conjecture, in this caſe, which ſhould apply i ; 
ſomewhere; * I hope, for the honour and 
credit of Religion and Nature, that I am this time 


in an error; and that he, whoever he may be, 


who is either in your eſtimation, or mine, the 
worſt gf the bad ones, is not bad enough to do ſo, 


1 remain, 
GunTLEMEN, 
With the greats eff Reject, 


ru our faithful and en, Servant, 


FRANCIS BLAKE. 
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2 T it 8 be eee once again, that 


whatever has been advanced in any part of 
the preceding N arrative, reſpecting the favour 
ſhewn by common-law to the claims of the 
Church, on proof of legal poſſe Non; as alſo 
reſpecting the competency of Preſcription to 
"reinſtate the Church, relates merely to the 
recovery of thoſe poſſeſſions which have been 
loſt, ſince the power of alienation was taken 
away; it has no reference to thoſe other rights 
of which the Church was diveſted antecedent 
to that period. For what title can the Clergy 
of theſe times have to ſuch poſſeſſions? A 
Layman might juſt as well lay claim to all the 


Eſtates which have been fold out of his family 


by thoſe who had the power to diſpoſe of them, 
as Church Men claim the ſcattered parts of pro- 
perty which thoſe of their own body, who 
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5 into g gold. The only rights Which are now re- | 
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| were e free to do ſo, conveyed to others. | Had 
Jt been permitted to Preſcription to range back 


into thoſe times, what ſcenes of outrage had 

marked its progreſs! To form ſome faint idea 

of the fatal effects of ſuch licence, we hav 

to contemplate the colour arid quality of £5 Bi 

ſamples which haye recently been ſtruck out of 
ily, however, it is no more 


in the power of Preſcription to go thoſe fearful) 


Jepgths, than it is in alchymy to turn lead | 


_ coverable are thoſe which the, Church retained 
When the power of alienation was taken from 

the Clergy ; and what « can thoſe richts be, but 
thoſe. which the Church has fince enj joyed ? 


Let me aſk a queſtion---Do, the Clergy of theſe 
days look up-to the recovery of rights which 
were not claimed by the Clergy who were co- 


temporary with the acts which put an end to 


; alienation? Do they look up, 1 ſay, to the re- 
covery of rights which thoſe of their own 
tribe, who could not fail to be better informed 
than any who are now living, of all particulars 
which had any relation to Church property, 


did not demand, and did not of courſe be- 


lieve themſelves entitled to? Do the preſent 
race require * adyantages than theſe Men 


Eee J | 
were content to enjoy, or than he who-were 
next in r or any who followed to 
- / theſe our times? Can this be poſſible! Can 
reaſon require of juſtice to draw a line which 
is more favourable ta the Church, than that 
which admits its claims. n its own. nien 
conſtruction af them? a 
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72 hen how is it that. the Clergy have been 
drawn in to engage in this buſineſs ? It is be- 
cauſe they would have acted out of nature tg 
have done otherwiſe. It is not in nature to 
be very inquiſitive after proof againſt ourſelyes. 
It is not in nature to admit arguments in fa- 
vour of others againſt ourſelyes without reluc- 
tance. But it is in nature to be as they have 
been, ---cafily perſuaded into a belief of the 
fitneſs of thoſe, proceedings which ſquare with 
our. intereſt. The Clergy had, therefore, a 
reaſonable apology, when they firſt ſet on foot 
their claims; they had likewiſe a reaſonable 
apology while taatters. remained in doubt ; but 
now that the eyes of. all men are opened to 
ſee the way in which each of us ſhould walk, 
the caſe is altered. They have not now to 
plead that they do not ſuſpect. their title; 
cannot now be thought that they do not * 
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Ae it void. In men of ſenſe and Wund 
1 judgment, ſuch as the Clergy are for the moſt | 
5 part, it would be mere affectation of dulneſs 
in them to ſay they are not convinced of their 
error. With equal juſtice and ſhew of truth might 
they complain of darkneſs at noon-day, ee 
the Lp of Heaven is blazing before them. 
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that the laſt ae eee ſentence reminds me 
of a friendly memento received not long ſince, 
to the Glloyings effect That my- poſitive 
«manner of expreſſing myſelf had given offence, 


< and injured my cauſe; I ſhall, therefore, beg 
leave to ſubjoin a few Nis * on 


that O46 29 


It is an n of the: — Mr. Sel . 
don's, that when judges in ſpeaking of the 
Fs King' 8 Proclamation F ſay, this is the inten- 
«tion' of the King; it is not meant that tho 
King had declared his intention any other- 
«wiſe to thoſe judges than to the reſt of the 
A nation, but that they examining the contents 

«4 of the Proclamation, gather by the purport 

of the words the King's intention; and then 
_ * for ſhortneſa of expreſlion fay,---thjs is the 
King's intention 
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eh However expreſt or to hut other per- 
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meant, there would indeed have been room 
for offence, 
Thope ere, any has been Nr it will 
nor remain!" 3003 0 7 a1 5 vil brig 
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cn it is that no do&rine was ever more 
clear to thy underſtanding than that which is 
here adduced, it muſt of courſe be my opt- 
nion, and as ſuch only i is it. ſaid by me, that 
Preſcription has no more power in this Country 
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which theſe feuds may be brought to an end, 
let us henceforth reſolve to abide by the ſame, 
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addreſſed to me by an unknbwn hand, pur- 
porting to he 4 refutatidn of my opinienb re. 
ſpecking the Abolition of Tithes' and the Re- 


form of the. O 


tr Revenue: have fince pe- 


taſed the Letter; and after fo long a ſllence, aud 
. ! N to prepare 42 anſwer, that ſueli an 
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ſmall | rompaſs, than if 


twenty volumes had been written by thoſe who 
think as 1 do in favour of my opinions. And 
now that I have paid my Eotnpliments to him 
by that acknowledgement, I ſhall take my 
be; ſübjoining 6 only, the better to: ſettle 
his mind. che following extract from another | 
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TER 8E wats we were meant to have been re- 


publiſhed in their preſent ſhape before the riſing 
of parlkmeritlaſt, ſummer, * butas t 
cauld not conveniently be carried into effect, it 
vs judged expedic eee ee 
9 produce them till the two; houſes 
again aſſembled, the minds of men ea 
| along and cloſe attention to national buſineſs, 
requiring a truce with ſerious ſubjects. But 
no that the ſeſſion is opened, the cauſe of delay 
Jn comareds and therefore the Author with due 
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I, which n may: "moſt range 
he proſperity go? his country, "He r makes ng 
doubt, hut 888 and of e than aur 
| only wait to * diſcloſed hors proper applicer 
tion, His. principal aim, therefore, is is to rouſe 
his counfrymen toattempt the difcovery, towork 
them up to this decided purpoſe, never again to 
Tol&' Ag of the ſubheck, ill by me wenne! or 
ober, by | re conteiranoe, dy, certain, fafe 
ad honourable,” Faxes,” *1t1gbes," lat: ulli debs, 
whoſe triple tyrann) "brivgy' ſhame: at onob and 
cone upon us, may | be aboliſhed:  Thoſe-are 
me ſad circumſtances: in our 5 7 Which 
threaten tlie ruin of this country, ouſly-tend- 
ing to Kindle the flame of ebit diſcord I fay 
*obviouſly; as reaſoning now from fait anialogy; ; 
for to what _ been er to that of grievances, 
e ſame in ſu differ gin degree from ours, 
Lan n thoſe commotions be imputed, un ”_ 
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cel vic. Wen efpet at their K Burst, bad 
debt been eee 
had not theſe been ſtretched to that extent, as 
made the preſſure infuß portable, 3 
own affairs are haſtening, chat v uch noꝝ 
prend ag fit been arierpred, '— I — i 


Not ie the natives of that country had 4s 
ini good reaſon that we have, to reprobate the 
growth of ſuch annoyances, It was well judged 
in them to ſuffer abuſes to run their 'courſe, | 
There was no other way to get the better of the 
18 peoples prejudices; ; no other means of working 
the change, Which was fit to be brought about 
of their national character, Nothing 1 
provocatives could rouſe that ealy people to 
thoſe exertions, by which alone their liberty could 


be recovered and ſecured. But where can be the NE 
good, or how can it be wiſe in us to practice | 0 
ſuch forbearance? In us, I fay, who haye not ij 
much to hope from any change, but much to | i 

2 fear,---who have not much to gain, but much 1 i 
do loſe,---who have not much that needs core _ 
rection, or can be improved; nor any thing ſo 1 
much amiſs, but it may he mended without dife 1 

2 turdance. Molt clearly then chers! is no fimila» - 
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that which xiſks the ryin of the ſtate, can never 
berths, part; Mhich wwe, ſhould act. The boon 
contended for by. France, is ours already, Ude 
Confti: eution; the whole therefore that we > have 
to: do, ig 0 unimpaired to hand. that FOR 
down, to, our , poſterity... OF courſe. becomes. 
dur duty to, watch occurrences with gehe. 
at nothing root and gather ſtrengfh by which 
that truſt. may duffer danger. Qur neighbour's 
cards are Harder 1 to. be played, and ſo. Were gurs 
_ ſome time ago; but x when we Jog to the quality 
of that ſtake for Which we ſtrove, and they are 5 
firings there i is no degree of bazard, ng worldly 
toil, however: in extreme, that cap. be thought 
too, great, to bear aa the ineſtimable prize. 
Theirs is the cauſe 5 in which all, men have a fel 
low-feeling- 37it is the. cauſe of human: nature; h 
and in that light viewed the proper. ich muſt 
be for their; ceſs. . Such at leaſt, is the pro- 
per with, for me, and for all thoſe, who think * 
26 I do, that nothing now, nor at any diſ-, 
tance f time, is 10 be. apprehended, by: this 
Country, from ſuch. a:couſummation : I. reaſon, 
| thus.---Whatever for he whole is good, and 
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delpondeney, —-the, only {pur that induſtry, re- \ 
gutes, the only good that energy has need 


Nn the only help that enterprize dem 


to keep the lead of all our neighbours. Then | 


| indeed there can be no doubt of our riſing ſupe- 
rior to all rivalſhip, but by no ger means can 
there be a chance for ustomaintain our wieght in 
the ſcale of the world. For taxes, tithe and pub- 
lic debt are England's bane. They are the ſame 
impediment to us, that Carthage was to Rome, 
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1 am ao confirmed, but: am not. Ws 
e The choice of that j is left 
arge. I eſt is moſt indubitably that, 
requick diſpatch with efficacy) joins, Where 
theſe d nite; by whomſbever | roc uced, the plan 
has my approval, - but ſtill with this reſerve, that 

doe 3 be paid to juſtice and religion 1 in the 
ee drags terwiſe, the work 
bun can vever prof Whatever there- 
fore de the 1 ode; be this hs bafis of adjuſt- 
ment, that none have room for lamentation, 
none have cauſe to heave a | figh, or drop « one 
Ment tear, but all like exultingly lift up their 
Beads, clap hands, rejoice, and hail the happy 
ay Iban rid the land 5 three fuch monſlets,. | : I 
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ce i he ſentiments: which are expreſſed i 
4 the foregoing Supplement were made pu blic, 
1 dhe « affajrs of France haye taken an uncxpedte: 


turn, The whole and every part of which is = 
_ agony and outrage, paſſing all examples, and 
8 exceedinge all belief! In any other way, thay. by 


| peferring 1 it to anſwer ſome viſe mut X 
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have m mgored- our veſſel, but nine ſpirit 
than prudetice we weighed anchor, and ſet tail, 
In order to take upon ourſelves unap pointed to 
pe the inſtrument of vengeance, — - 22 


We had ſcen before what had bapp ened 1 


the arrogant. aſſumption of ſuch powers, but 


ye would not profit by that example, We had 


witneſſed the untimely end of two ſovereign 
princes, we had heard another impute his fall 
ta the intemperate zeal of his friends, but; by 


_ thoſe warnings we would not be cautioned, 
and what has been the oonſequence? To ſay 


no more in condemnation of the act, we have 


drawn down on our heads, the like imputation 


of all the miſchiefs that ſince have * 
and yet may follow 
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The French in pure t 

boldly pid de ance i the King of Kings, and 
impidufly have at againſt 
che gates of heaven: To whom does tiidt attach 
as an offence ? It cannot be referred to us as the 


offended party, and as (o cher eule of 
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Guatrel there Tas none, for all belides hg was. 


LIE Howed from that pollated four, ce. 


Then lets me alle, bei any one ſuppoſe t the 
| power offended has not power to pnnith the of- 
fence? Then wherefore our officious interfer-. 
ence * Does any one ſuppoſe that we have 


power to' puniſh it? We have it not. Out 


Want of power already has appeared, and fur- 
ther will be ſhewn if we have folly to perſiſt. * 
The cauſe is God's peculiar care, it does 
not lie before the Court of Man. To his 
correction then we ſhould have left them, and 
to his they muſt be left. All earthly interference 
will be vain: And wherefore vain ? Becauſe it 
is preſumptuous · To prove the vanity of our 
attempt, and God's ſufficient means, their puniſh- 
ment may be protracted, but it will not fail to 


be enforced, except contrition deepandtimely | 


turn aſide the pending wrath. No ſymptoms 


of remorſe have hitherto appeared, and ſhould 


they not be ſhewn while yet forbearance is held 
out, I ſay, with confidence, that puniſhmen t as 
ſure awaits their crime and will be fignally in- 
flicted on them, as God's exiſtence and omnipo- 
tence is ſure, which needs no further illuſtra- 
tion. 2 
February, 1794. 


* The circumſtances which have occurred ſince the Date of this 
remark, are an awful confirmation of its accuracy, as alſo of the 


alacced. 


reaſonableneſs d that Ratemient, from which the remark was 


0 
is. LET ata 5 8 


re 23 mY 8 — n 25 n 


—— 


Pore "WI 


4 1. b Matter Alain to ra 
e eee | 


1 1 is verfealy ho to me, From the * on. 
and practice of the times, that except ſome 
peedy and effectual ſtop be put to the laviſh ex- 

penditure of public money, the whole landed 9 

property of this Iſland will ſoon be ans 
ee e 5 


11 f is no leſs clear to me, that, in the falnefs . 
of that period, ſuppoſing the patience of this 
Country to hold out ſo long, one or other of 
theſe evils muſt neceſſarily befall us, viz. - 


It muſt either happen, that all regular go- 

vernment will be ovesthrown in the ſtruggle of 
contending Intereſts, the landed on one hand, 
and the funded on the other; the one no leſs 
reluctant to yield, than the other reſolute to ob- 
tain poſſeſſion- Or that property will exchange 
hands without a ſtruggle, and the preſent poſ- 
ſeſſors, or their immediate heirs, patiently ſub- | 
mit to | be reduced to  beggary.. 


In . 1 to avert on either hand ˖ 
the threatened ruin, it is propoſed, by way of 
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preventive remedy, to make application to Par- 
liament, to new model the payments to Govern- 


ment, both with e JOIN and future 
— . 


The following is a copy of the intended Pe- 
tition for that purpoſe, to which I ſet my name, 


1 by that token pledge myſelf, if the ſame be 
permitted me, to the ſpecific performance of 


my part of the contract; humbly recommend-_ 
ing it to all the well wiſhers of their Ep 
OR the nn „„ SOT A. | 


The bumble Petition oof the eber Pix ry i, E 


Tran your P ee fey pert 


authoriſed to charge bis real eftarcs with he 


payment of thirty thouſand pounds, or with 


fo, as « way b aſdrnins® an f. 


5 the 1 debt, ſoppoing the ald rn 


debt to be parcelled out for payment among the 
ſeveral Proprietors of Lands, landed Er 
Houſes, and public Funds. 


And your Petitioner . prays, that his 
fad Eſtates may be made ſubject to the payment 


of intereſt on the ſum to be ſo charged as above, 
at the rate of four pounds per cent. or any other 
rate of intereſt, be the fame more or leſs, which 
may appear to this Honourable Houle to be his 
proportionate ſhare of the annual charge of the 


ſaid public debt, ſuppoſing the fame to be © tranſe 


ferred as eforefaid. OE 


way be permitted and authoriſed to payin futunt 
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ed cer Petitioner Further ORDER 


his proportinate ſhare af the Civil Laſt, am Pears 
Eſtabliſhment, by an annual pounds rate, the 
quantum of which pound-rats to be aſcertained 
by this Henoarable Houſe n n be⸗ 


fore bas been named. 


And your Petitioner further. prays, this "Bs 
often as the exigencies of Government may re- 
quire a further aid, he may be permitted and 

authoriſod to pay his proportionate ſhare of the 
fame, by ſuch an additional pound-rate, as may 
be aſcertained by this Honourable Houſe to be 
| ſufficient to accumulate the ſum which would 
fall to his lot of payment, ſuppoſing he whole 
annual ſupply | to be raiſed within the year, and 
parcelled out for payment among the my 


. Fp afo reſaid. 


And your Petitioner auber prays, that he 
may be permitted and authoriſed to make ſuch 


temporary, and ſuch permanent payments, as 
have been ſeverally named and aſſented to on his 


part, by half-yearly inſtalments, and that the 
fame may be declared to be accepted in full ſa- 


tisfaction of his pro e ſhare of all Toms 


Conn 


